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DISCLAIMER
Articles and comments published in this 
newspaper are the result of contributions and 
relevant news articles pertinent to the Woodend 
district. No person from the Rotary Club of 
Woodend Inc., The New Woodend Star or the 
editorial team is liable for any mistakes, omissions, 
or misprints. They make no representation of 
any description as to the truth or accuracy of 
any statement contained herein and accept no 
liability for any loss suffered by any person who 
relies on any statement contained herein. The 
committee reserves the right to omit, reject, cut, 
alter or otherwise re-work submitted articles and 
photos to make them suitable. 
Persons or organisations submitting material for 
publication in The New Woodend Star do so on 
the condition that The New Woodend Star has 
the right to reproduce this material in any format. 
The opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the editorial team, or The Rotary Club 
of Woodend. Submission does not guarantee 
publication.

This paper is a member of CNAV

Supported by Macedon Ranges Shire Council

The New Woodend Star and the Rotary Club of Woodend acknowledge the Dja Dja Wurrung, Taungurung and Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Peoples and their 
Ancestors as the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the lands of the Macedon Ranges on which we meet, work and live. We recognise their living culture 

and continuous connection to the land and waters in our area and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

Month 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 av 5yr 

January  80.0  9.8 73.6 92.6 140.8 79.4
February 3.8 12.0 67.8 32.4 2.0 23.6

March 31.7 12.2 79.6 47.0

April 31.0 7.6 139.8 15.2

May 115.6 114.8 79.0 83.0

June 78.2 168.2 80.1 183.6

July 73.3 63.2 49.3 115.6

August 91.3 78.1 93.0 56.0

September 26.2 38.3 56.3 72.8

October 69.0 29.4 99.5 102.0

November 55.5 64.8 54.4 91.2

December 91.0 10.0 42.4 45.0

Total mm 746.6 608.4 914.8 936.6 142.8

 After a wet January, we only managed 
2mm for February. That makes it the 

driest February for at least 20 years, with 
a long term average of about 49mm.

Year to date 142.8mm.
 

Read us online: 
www.newwoodendstar.com/view

The Mount Macedon Anzac Day Dawn 
Service Committee is very pleased to 
announce that it will be conducting 
a service at the Mount Macedon War 
Memorial Cross this Anzac Day.

“I’m very excited that we can return to this 
spectacular setting for this year’s Dawn 
Service,” said Bruce Mildenhall, Chair of 
the Mount Macedon Anzac Day Dawn 
Service Committee. “It will be great for the 
community to rally around this iconic event 
once more,” he said.

The Dawn Service is a commemorative 
event that honours the sacrifice of veterans, 
salutes their service and seeks to learn 
from the experiences of servicemen and 
servicewomen.

This year’s Dawn Service will pay tribute 
to those indigenous people that have 
supported our soldiers, sailors and aviators 
in various parts of the world over numerous 
conflicts.

The Mount Macedon Anzac Dawn Service 
attracts over 3,000 attendees from local 
communities, metropolitan Melbourne and 
interstate.

The Mount Macedon Anzac Day Dawn 
Service is possible through the generous 
support of several sponsors, and dozens of 
volunteers. The Dawn Service Committee 
thanks them for their commitment to our 
mission and the community.

In order to provide a safe and orderly 
event, private vehicles (including cars, 
motorcycles and bicycles) are not permitted 
to travel to the Mount Macedon War 
Memorial Cross on Anzac Day morning.

To attend the service you must book a 
seat in one of the buses that move people 
to and from the Mount Macedon War 
Memorial Cross. Bus services operate 
from Gisborne, Woodend, Sunbury, 
Kyneton, Riddells Creek, Lancefield and 

Romsey, with continuous shuttle buses from 
Macedon’s Tony Clarke Reserve from 4.15 
AM. You will find the bus schedule and 
details on how to book a seat on page 4.

Attendees are requested to ensure that 
they dress for the weather and bring a 
water bottle and a torch. Attendance is free 
but please bring some cash in the event 
you would like to purchase a snack or drink. 
Any donation towards the ongoing conduct 
of the Dawn Service is appreciated.

This year’s Dawn Service will also be live-
streamed with details to be announced 
later.

More information about the Mount 
Macedon Anzac Day Dawn Service 
is available from https://www.
mtmacedondawnservice.org/

The public is encouraged to stay in 
touch with announcements through 
the Dawn Service Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/
MountMacedonAnzacDayDawnService

SUBMITTED BY MARCUS FIELDING

The return of the Mount Macedon Dawn Service

The Birth of 
THE NEW WOODEND STAR

Prior to the formation of the Macedon Ranges Shire Council, 
a monthly newsletter; The Five Mile Creek Newsletter was 
circulated by the Woodend Council. This popular newsletter 
was discontinued after the Woodend Council became part of 
the Macedon Ranges Shire Council.

In late 1996, the Rotary Club of Woodend (RCW) was 
approached to see if anything could be done to resurrect the 
newsletter. Mr Ivor Johnson, the Rotary Club’s Community 
Director, formed a steering committee to determine if the 
Club could publish a newsletter. The original members of the 
Steering Committee were Ivor Johnston (Chair), the late Moss 
Thomson (Secretary), Keith Garlick (Treasurer), Darryl Crozier 
(Assistant Treasurer). Barry Napthine, the late Bill van Smeerdijk 
and Bill’s wife Robyn.

The Steering Committee agreed that it was feasible for the 
Rotary Club to produce a monthly publication. It was envisaged 
that the advertising income would cover the production costs. 
The RCW Board agreed that The New Woodend Star would 
become a community project. 

After a lot of work by the newly formed The New Woodend 
Star Management Committee, the first edition of The New 
Woodend Star was completed in time to circulate to all 
Woodend households and Post Office mailboxes early in June 
1997, with a print run of 2,300. The New Woodend Star was an 
A4-sized black and white publication that was manually folded 
prior to postal delivery, by Rotary Club members, partners and 
friends, a process that continues today.

Initially, the advertising revenue did not cover the production 
costs. However, as the production standard improved, 
advertising began to increase to the point where The New 
Woodend Star became a major fundraising project for the 
Rotary Club. In the early days, the increase in community 
funding from The New Woodend Star enabled the Rotary Club 
to put money into a variety of local community projects like 
the Buffalo exercise track. The Rotary Club continues to fund 
a variety of community projects that have benefited the local 
community over the 25 years of the publication’s existence.

The standard of production of The New Woodend Star has 
continued to improve. Advertisements, photos and art works 
are now published in glorious colour. The editing and layout 
is of a high professional standard, making The New Woodend 
Star very popular with the local community. It is self-evident 
that this Rotary community project has lived up to its original 
objectives to inform and unite the local community.

SUBMITTED BY BARRY NAPTHINE, PAST SECRETARY, THE NEW WOODEND STAR COMMITTEE

Photo: KGMG Creative 

First published 1997 – by the community, for the community 
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Latest events & timetable for the Woodend Winter Arts Festival  – 12–14 June 2021

Gisborne to Dawn Service:

DEPART: LOCATION: ARRIVE:

4:15am Gisborne Train Station 4:45am

5:10am Gisborne Train Station 5:40am

Woodend to Dawn Service:

DEPART: LOCATION: ARRIVE:

4:30am Woodend Train Station 4:50am

5:15am Woodend Train Station 5:35am

ACCESS TO DAWN SERVICE VIA BUS ONLY   (CAMERON DRIVE CLOSED)

For further information visit www.mtmacedondawnservice.org

MONDAY 25TH APRIL AT 6AM

 Lancefield & Romsey to Dawn Service:

DEPART: LOCATION: ARRIVE:

4:45am Lancefield Mechanics Hall 5:20am

5:00am Romsey Community Hub 5:20am

Kyneton to Dawn Service:

DEPART: LOCATION: ARRIVE:

4:45am Post Office 5:15am

Riddells Creek to Dawn Service:

DEPART: LOCATION: ARRIVE:

4:15am Riddells Creek Primary 4:45am

Sunbury to Dawn Service:

DEPART: LOCATION: ARRIVE:

4:50am Sunbury Train Station 5:30am

BOOKINGS FOR ALL BUS SERVICES ARE ESSENTIAL
(EXCEPT FOR THE MACEDON BUS SERVICE)

TO BOOK VISIT WWW.ORGANSCOACHES.COM.AU OR PHONE 5422 1788
A GOLD COIN DONATION WOULD BE APPRECIATED

Tony Clarke Recreation Reserve
Waterfalls Road, Macedon:

Buses from Tony Clarke Recreation Reserve
in Macedon will operate as a continuous
shuttle service. 

FIRST BUS: 4.15am        
LAST BUS: 5.20am

The Woodend RSL sub-
branch looks forward to 
welcoming members of 
the Macedon Ranges 
community to their 
Anzac Day march and 

commemorative service on Monday 25 
April 2022.

The Anzac Day march is always a 
popular community event which has an 

emphasis on the involvement of schools, 
youth groups and community service 
organisations.

Veterans are invited to join the march to 
the RSL premises. Assemble outside the 
Double Eight Chinese restaurant in High St 
at 11.15am.

The commemorative service will be 
held at the RSL premises, 72 Anslow St, 

Woodend, commencing at 11.30am. 
The guest speaker will be humanitarian 
psychologist Dr Jan Field, a veteran of 
over 20 years in a different war zones and 
national emergencies. Dr Field will speak 
on the psychological sacrifices in warfare.

Please join RSL members after the 
ceremony for refreshments.

SUBMITTED BY JOHN MCCAUSLAND

Woodend General

HOME     GARDEN     FAMILY 

Curated Goods for the Home, Garden & Family. 
 

100 High Street Woodend. Ph: 5427 1695 
Open 7 days

Monday-Saturday 9.30-5pm Sunday 10-4pm
Shop online for click & collect - woodendgeneral.com.au 

Woodend RSL Anzac Day 2022

Macedon Ranges Shire Council has been advised by the Country 
Fire Authority that the Fire Danger Period for the shire ended on 
Monday 21 March.

Residents wishing to burn-off after that time must ensure they 
are abiding by Council local laws, which prevent burn-offs on 
land less than 4000 square metres (one acre) without a permit. 
Residents must also register their burn by calling 1800 668 511.

With significant amounts of debris left over from the June 2021 
storms, Council requests residents be mindful that burn piles do 
not exceed the size set out in the local laws.

Council’s Director of Assets and Operations, Shane Waldron, said 
residents should consider a number of factors before burning off.

“It is important to keep an eye on weather conditions that may 

change throughout your burn off. Watch for overhead branches 
before igniting your burn pile and ensure you have an adequate 
water supply on hand,” he said.

Free disposal of green waste excluding noxious weeds, is also 
available at Council’s transfer stations.

Large landholders who would like to conduct a burn outside 
of council laws should call Council’s Municipal Fire Prevention 
Officer on 5422 0333 to discuss applying for a free permit to 
burn.

For more information visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/burning-off
 SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN

CFA declares end to Fire Danger Period in Macedon Ranges Shire
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Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. All information including interest rate is subject
to change without notice. Full details available on application. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank
Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit Licence 237879. (1676246-1704263) OUT_13786574 ,
17/03/2022

First home, second home, refinancing or renovating, you’ll get
everything you need and more with a Bendigo Complete
home loan.

Come home to a low rate loan.

Chat to a home loan specialist today or search Bendigo Bank
Home Loans.

Community Bank •  Trentham & District 5424 1608

Same house,
fresh start

Local residents are getting into the spirit of the Autumn 
Festival, with a diverse lineup of events and activities to 
explore your own backyard until 25 April.

Make sure you don't miss Journey in the Malmsbury Botanic 
Gardens. Bring a picnic and experience this magical, 
interactive sound and light display that journeys through the 
garden on multiple evenings. 

Visit any farmers' market during the festival and be 
entertained by The Gardeners. Built by local artists, kids and 
adults alike will love these otherworldly, hobbit-like puppets, 
who will be wandering the crowds spreading messages of joy 
and positivity.

You will also find free Live Music Park Pop Ups in parks and 
reserves through the shire, so pack a hamper of local goodies 
and enjoy the tunes.

Light Up Kyneton is another special night out, with 
spectacular artworks projected on the Kyneton Mechanics 
Institute. Or get on down to Kyneton's Campaspe River for 
Puppy Pride, where LGBTIQA+ people, allies and puppies can 
get dressed up and enjoy a day of games, competitions, food 
trucks and market stalls.

You'll also find a series of curated autumn itineraries to 
discover villages and backcountry roads across the shire. The 
Autumn Pie & Tart Trail, with more than 20 venues featuring 
mouth-watering pastries to celebrate autumn produce, is a 
great place to start.

Find out more at www.visitmacedonranges.com
SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN

The Autumn Festival is underway

A Gas Fired Backup Generator 
automatically delivers power to 

your home’s electrical system in 
the event of a grid outage

MMAAKKEE  PPOOWWEERR  OOUUTTAAGGEESS  
AA  TTHHIINNGG  OOFF  TTHHEE  PPAASSTT

BBEEFFOORREE  TTHHEE  NNEEXXTT  BBLLAACCKKOOUUTTFully Installed

* Includes standard installation of 8kVA generator – Costs may vary by location

Enquire now and save with this 
SSPPEECCIIAALL  IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTOORRYY  PPRRIICCEE

*

t2zero.com.au
Call Jürgen 
0436 220 220

The Gardeners

Journey - Light Display Malmsbury
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A message from your West Ward Councillors

Holistic 
Funeral 
Directors

Call 5427 3112 or visit NaturalGrace.com.au

Linda Dale Neve, or Lindy to everyone 
who has visited Mort & Pestle and 
Blue Orange Concepts over the past 
13 years, will be retiring from the retail 
game, but hopefully not from the Mort 
& Pestle scenery.

With her fabulous clothing, which she 
makes herself, accessorised perfectly 
and her hair that is rarely out of place, 
Lindy has been a consistent source of 
knowledge, advice, enthusiasm and 
excitement. Whether customers were 
planning a dinner party for twelve, 
attempting to make the perfect terrine, 
needing some inspiration for dinner, 
or excited to share a new culinary 
adventure, Lindy has been a welcoming 
face to anyone walking into the store, 
greeting everyone with a confident 
“Hello, how are you?”

Lindy married Ron in 1970, and has 
three children, and two grandchildren, 
who are the most magnificent 
grandchildren on the planet, do not 
argue – it is futile! Lindy and family 
spent a good portion of their lives 
in Singapore while Ron worked for 
Singapore Airlines. Lindy trained at 

Melbourne University to become a 
counsellor, skills that have been called 
on many times over the past seven 
years.

Lindy’s artistic skills almost outweigh 
her abilities in the kitchen. Her 
paintings are on display on every wall 
in their home and are remarkable for 
a person who does it as a hobby. For 
the last few years customers have been 
enthralled by the shop’s magnificent 
Christmas windows ... they’re all Lindy. 
Planning starts early in the year so the 
concept is ready for display come 
November. 

Catherine Bartlett, Mort & Pestle’s 
owner says, “We will all miss Lindy, 
but me in particular. When I bought 
the business seven years ago – Lindy 
calmly steadied my nerves and gave me 
the confidence to take on something 
completely new. Her impeccable 
style, her class and calmness, and her 
incredible culinary skills have made 
her invaluable part of the Mort & Pestle 
family.” 

SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE BARTLETT

We hope that you are all well and coping in what continue to be 
uncertain times. Our thoughts are with the people of Ukraine and 
anyone who may have family or friends in that part of the world. It 
has been terrible to see the situation develop over there. Closer 
to home, our thoughts are also with communities in Queensland 
and NSW impacted by flooding. 

The recent floods in Queensland and NSW are a timely 
reminder of our vulnerability to natural events and disasters. In 
addition, the escalating price of fuel is impacting on many of 
our households, and we have spoken to many people who have 
been horrified and impacted by the war in Ukraine. Many people 
are still very cautious regarding COVID, but on a positive note, 
the relaxation of restrictions has brought some normality back to 
our lives and workplaces.

At the time of writing, some firewood and products produced 
from the storm damage debris such as garden stakes and mulch 
are still available. Please check the council website for details.

Council is currently preparing the budget for the next financial 
year, and councillors have been meeting regularly to receive 
updates on the process and clarification on details. We have also 
been carefully considering the many community submissions to 
the budget and balancing the numerous competing priorities for 
what, unfortunately, is never enough money. At this stage of the 
year, we are well advanced in the process but also very conscious 
of the rapidly approaching deadlines and the quantity of work 
still to be completed. As councillors, we are very grateful to our 
council officers who are putting an enormous amount of work 
and expertise into the budget process.

The recent round of public consultation on the draft Rural Land 
Use Strategy (RLUS) has been completed, with many submissions 
and responses from members of the community. Council officers 
and councillors are currently considering submissions and how 
they will inform a future draft of the RLUS document. We thank 
all those submitters for their contributions and emphasise how 
important it was that we received this feedback. We will keep 
you posted as to the progress of the RLUS. At this stage, we are 
also waiting on potential updates to relevant state government 
strategy that will likely impact the RLUS.

We are looking forward to a more traditional Anzac Day this 
year with the return of the Anzac Day marches and services. 
The Woodend Anzac Day service and march will be held from 
11.30am on Anzac Day (Monday 25 April). We look forward to a 
large turnout and hope to see you there.

The Macedon Ranges Autumn Festival is running from 26 March 
to 25 April and will feature many events and activities across the 
month. More information can be obtained from the dedicated 
Autumn Festival website at: https://www.visitmacedonranges.
com/autumn-festival/.

For those in Woodend running home-based businesses and who 
are interested in developing a network – please keep an eye 
out for an article in the council’s April business eNews. This is a 
follow-up to the home-based business networking event run last 
year in October by the Economic Development team.

Best wishes, Mark, Janet, and Jennifer.

• Property and Conveyancing  • Criminal Law
• Family Law  • Wills and Estates  • Commercial Law

• Employment Law  • Appearing in Castlemaine Court

Please contact us on 5422 6500
8 Jennings St, Kyneton    email: psr@psr.net.au  

PALMER, STEVENS & RENNICK
Barristers & Solicitors

all Courts

End of an Era
You can now find us 

on-line at

www.pestle.com.au

4/130 High St
Woodend

5427 4500
Call us if you need something specific and 

we can deliver to your door.
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Both a lover of Alexander the Great, and 
a once-fine river now in great need of 
love and care.

As we know we pollute the seas 
and must do something about it, we 
continue to ignore the plight of the 
rivers and creeks that connect our 
towns and villages. Awareness is key, 
and its past time to repair the damage 
caused by decades of neglect. In 2010, 
The Sustainable Rivers Audit report 
concluded that of twenty-three rivers 
studied in the Murray-Darling Basin, The 
Campaspe River system rated Very Poor 
on nearly every environmental measure. 
That was a wet year before the ensuing 
drought. It said:

“The Fish community was in Very Poor 
condition. Many expected species were 
absent. Species counts, abundance 
and biomass were dominated by alien 
species and recruitment levels among 
the remaining native species were low… 
Riverine Vegetation was in Extremely 
Poor condition overall…”

Recently, Rotary International added 
caring for our environment as one of its 
main objectives. Now Woodend Rotary 
can support local community groups, 
especially Landcare, in bringing the 
Campaspe back to good health.

The Dja Dja Wurrung called the river 
Yelka, and it was surveyor Major Mitchell 
who renamed it Campaspe in 1836; 
Campaspe being a poetic synonym for a 
man’s lover, after a mistress of Alexander 
the Great. Interesting to reflect on his 
thought process as he described the 
"lush and fertile plains" of the region, 
but let's just assume he really admired 
the river. Charles Ebden was first to 

establish a pastoral run on the river at 
Carlsruhe in 1837, running 9000 sheep 
on well irrigated meadow. Cropping 
was also good, and millers close beside 
the river provided the travellers on 
their way to the gold diggings. That's 
why our townships are where they are. 
Woodend is on the banks of Five Mile 
Creek, which joins the Campaspe river 
south west of Carlsruhe. But European 
settlement came at a cost, and the 
land was cleared, stream banks grazed 
and the waterways de-snagged. The 
1850's saw the goldrush, with resulting 
irreversible sedimentation and erosion 
of the waterways. 

From a peaceful basin in the Wombat 
Forest, creeks rise in the Upland Zone 
of the catchment. Gathered in the 
Slopes Zone where water is stored, 
this 220 km long river then runs on 
through the Lowlands Zone to the 
Murray, contributing 1% of its flow. The 
Campaspe supports the ecology of the 
forests, and agriculture that benefits 
the state as a whole. Along its length, 
about 75% of the Campaspe catchment 
supports dryland livestock production 
and some cropping. As we follow the 
river north from Woodend, collecting 
Five Mile Creek along the way, Kyneton 
is the next town. The Campaspe Weir 
backs the river up here. Built to divert 
water to the Campaspe Irrigation 
District, the system was abandoned after 
the crippling drought years before 2010. 
Whilst it is no longer used for water 
diversion, it remains a major barrier to 
fish migration. 

The next big event for the river is Lake 
Eppalock - the Campaspe, and its 
tributary, the Coliban were dammed 

there in 1964 to provide an important 
contribution to Victoria's water supply. 
From Lake Eppalock, the Campaspe 
flows through foothills and the riverine 
plain before it meets the River Murray at 
Echuca.

Progress is being made through 
the keen involvement of various 
Landcare groups that now recognise 
the environmental importance of 
the Campaspe. They recognise the 
importance of the river as a key source 
of species diversity, where native flora 
and fauna can thrive, if allowed. Local 
Landcare Groups known as the Upper 
Campaspe Landcare Network, do a 
great job looking after the banks and 
the waterway. Increasingly support 
is coming through state government 
grants and the Shire Council, and the 
Rotary Club of Woodend will now add 
its support through direct collaboration 
with Woodend Landcare Group, 
removing invasive species, and planting 
native vegetation. 

Our first joint project is underway now, 
as we make a place on the bank of Five 
Mile Creek in Woodend where we can 
sit, observe and eventually reflect on the 
benefits of a well-cared for stream.

SUBMITTED BY ELAINE SAUNDERS

Rotary on the move
The Campaspe – A Rotary perspective

Photo: L - The basin - Campaspe Source, Wombat Forest
Photo: R - 1klm downstream, Campaspe water

Meet your local

Chinka HEP Steel was born in Mel-
bourne and moved  to 
Woodend with his mother and sister to 
live with his grandmother when he was 
10. 

“But I’m not a local! True locals are people 
who had forefathers here in the 1850s.”

Not many of us would qualify as a local 
under those criteria!

Chinka was given that nickname by his 
aunt at one day old and the name stuck 
within the family.

“In 1980, when lawyers were first allowed 
to advertise and have signs bigger than 
two inches high, the fellow who was doing 
the sign turned to me and said, “What 
are we going to call you, Chinka?” I said 
you’ve just answered the question. That’s 
when I gave up correcting people. A few 
people deliberately call me Henry just to 
annoy me.”

Chinka maintains Woodend has always 
been a commuter town, and he well 
remembers his mother daily catching 
the 7.43am train to work in Melbourne. 
She worked in public relations for the 
Red Cross from 1954 until the early 
'80s. In those days, the train came from 

Daylesford, although the line also ran to 
Bendigo at the time. 

His secondary schooling began by 
commuting to St Kevin’s College in 
Melbourne, then Marist Brothers in 
Kyneton and he finished as a boarder at 
Assumption in Kilmore. Chinka recollects 
riding his bike on frosty mornings to catch 
the bus to school. 

“There were some who reconfigured their 
handlebars so they could be filled with 
boiling water. I can’t say I did.”

He studied Law/Commerce at Melbourne 
University, did his articles in Melbourne in 
1968, and began practising in Ascot Vale, 
until he moved back to Woodend in 1976 
to start his own practice.

“What I like about Woodend is the overall 
sense of community. I’ve been secretary, 
president or a committee member of many 
local organisations.”

 Chinka was active in numerous 
community organisations, including 12 
years as a councillor on the Newham 
Woodend Council.  He held positions of 
secretary and president of the Woodend 
Race Club for a number of years and later 
Kyneton and District Racing Club after they 
merged.

“I’ve spent a lifetime in racing 
administration and eventually became a 
director of Racing Victoria.” 

In 1997, a steering committee was 
formed to revive ‘The Woodend Star’ as 
a community publication. The original 
‘Woodend Star’ was run by the Wilson 
family from what is now the Woodend Fruit 
Market, until it folded in the early 1970’s 
and the masthead was bought by the 
Elliott Newspaper Group. Chinka became 
involved as an advisor when the owners 
insisted the old title could not be used. A 
compromise was reached, whereby ‘New’ 

was inserted in the title. They also insisted 
it could not be a weekly publication. 

In 2000, Chinka established the Woodend 
Hanging Rock 

Petanque Club, after a visit with his 
family and friends to the South of France, 
where he came across French villagers 
enthusiastically playing petanque at every 
opportunity. 

 “Our version of playing was nothing 
like the game. What really got me into 
petanque was seeing people shoot the 
opposition out of the way. It was no longer 
just rolling a steel ball along the ground. 
It was much more challenging and 
interesting.”

Woodend and Hanging Rock have always 
been a destination for day trippers, 
however in the late 90s, Woodend Traders 
feared that the impending opening of the 
Calder Freeway bypass would adversely 
impact the town.

Chinka believes the building of the 
Calder Freeway actually increased the 
accessibility of Woodend from Melbourne, 
and the town flourished.

 “The businesses in town have seen 
more changes in the last 20 years than 
in the previous forty. The coffee shops 
were a change created by the freeway. 
The development of the town has been 
contained by the creek to the north, the 
Railway to the south, the Black Forest and 
the Calder Freeway.”

He feels the future of Woodend as a 
desirable small town close to Melbourne 
is assured.

SUBMITTED BY TERRY LONGTON

Chinka HEP Steel – doesn’t consider himself a true local!

 

 

 

• FAMILY LAW CHILDREN  
• FAMILY LAW PROPERTY  
• BUSINESS SALE & PURCHASE 
• INTERVENTION ORDERS  
• ESTATES & PROBATE 
• WILLS & POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

 

Experience ⚫ Understanding ⚫  Commitment 
 

 

Monday to Friday 8.30am – 5.00pm 
74 High Street, Woodend, 5427 2477    

 

chinkasteel.com.au 
 

• CCOONNVVEEYYAANNCCIINNGG  ––  FFIIXXEEDD  PPRRIICCEE  
 

Introducing new members to 
Rotary Woodend
Woodend Rotary recently welcomed two new members in Anne 
and Ed Brown. Anne and Ed are very experienced Rotarians and 
friends, but are new to Woodend and now the Woodend Rotary 
Club.

Anne has been heavily involved in youth projects, having 
supported the Rotary District Youth committee, Rotary Youth 
Leadership Awards, and the National Youth Science Forum. Ed 
ran a gardening business and has coordinated garden projects 
for several years, raising about $12,000 per year for Rotary.

We are lucky to welcome Anne and Ed to Woodend Rotary 
and look forward to their continued support of Rotary and the 
community.
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LIBERAL FOR McEWEN
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ADVERTISEMENT
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Memoir of a Whyche-Chick

Christine Cummins spent five years as a Torture and Trauma 
Counsellor on Christmas Island and in 2019 published a memoir 
of her time there. Recently she appeared at a book-signing in 
Woodend, as guest of Macedon Ranges Rural Australians for 
Refugees and gave a riveting and at times harrowing account of the 
lives of refugees and asylum-seekers she met in off-shore detention. 

One example cited in her book is that of Kumaran, a seven-year-old 
Sri Lankan boy who saw his father and mother violently attacked. 
Immediately afterward, the family fled Sri Lanka and arrived by boat 
on Christmas Island where they were detained. The little boy was 
hyper-vigilant and his fractured sleep was plagued by terrifying 
nightmares. 

Christine was deeply affected by Kumaran’s story and by the many 
others she heard while working with traumatised refugees and 
asylum-seekers. She believes their stories must be told and, in her 
own words, she “refuses to shut up”.

This remarkable woman has long been a tireless campaigner for the 
rights of the disadvantaged, but does not see herself as anything 
other than ordinary. 

“I grew up in Wycheproof. One of seven. I’m a Wyche-chick.” 
When she came back from Christmas Island, Christine joined Rural 
Australians for Refugees and, in her words, became “a loudmouth”.

When legislation was introduced imposing a penalty of two years 
jail on any former employee in off-shore detention who spoke out 
about conditions there, Christine started a petition. “We got the 
AMA on board and repealed that legislation through the House of 
Representatives. We can make change happen. Don’t think you’re 
too small. Anyone can do it. And voices combined are mighty 
powerful.”

Christine’s voice is mighty powerful. Her book, Dignity in a Teacup 
– True Stories of Courage and Sacrifice from Christmas Island is 
published by Arcadia. It is available at book stores and online at 
www.scholarly.info or www.dymocks.com.au 

SUBMITTED BY ANDREW GRIMES

A dream realised 
Located just outside of Woodend township, Woodend Flower 
Farm has been a long held dream come true for first time flower 
farmer, Victoria Pemberton. 

The farm has been founded using no dig organic gardening 
principles; and focuses on growing bee, ladybug and frog friendly 
seasonal flowers. 

A love of gardening, fresh produce and flowers led Victoria to take 
the leap into floriculture and for the farm's first season the field is 
full of Dahlias, Zinnias, Cosmos, Strawflowers and more.  A textile 
designer by trade, Victoria is utilising her design background as 
a starting point for the bouquets she makes using the flowers she 
grows.

"Our hope for this little farm of ours is to share our beautiful 
blooms with our community and the people who visit the 
gorgeous town we are so lucky to call home. We hope that you 
feel as passionate about locally grown flowers and produce as we 
do."

Woodend Flower Farm has a seasonal farm gate stall, accepts 
custom bouquet orders, and offers arrangements for events. To 
find out more about the farm and farm gate opening times, You 
can find them on the web at https://woodendflowerfarm.com.au 
or Facebook and Instagram @woodendflowerfarm .
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M A C E D O N  R A N G E S  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  G R O U P

I N V I T E S  Y O U  T O

W O O D E N D
C O M M U N I T Y

F A R M E R S
M A R K E T

Buy  f r e sh  l oca l

p roduce  s t r a ight

f rom  ove r  70  f a rmer s

and  produce r s

F I R S T  S A T U R D A Y  O F  E V E R Y  M O N T H
9  A M  T O  1  P M

M R S G . O R G . A U / F A R M E R S - M A R K E T S

C N R  F O R E S T  &  H I G H  S T
W O O D E N D

16,000 quality, affordable second hand 
books, on almost every topic imaginable.

Woodend Bookshop
Quality second hand books

 104 High Street | T: 5407 9181
ed.irons53@gmail.com | 0448 661 373

Now is your chance to get involved in 
shaping the future of open spaces in the 
Macedon Ranges Shire. Council is calling 
for expressions of interest to participate 
in a Community Assembly to guide key 
decisions about the future of our parks, 
playgrounds, sporting facilities and 
conservation areas. 

Recruitment for the new Open Space 
Community Assembly launches this week 
with expressions of interest closing at 
midnight on 8 April 2022. The Community 
Assembly will be asked to consider the 
outcomes of the public consultation 
process, which runs until 8 April. 

The Community Assembly will provide 
recommendations to guide the 
development of the Open Space Strategy, 
providing clear direction for planning, 
management and delivery of public open 
space in the shire.

The Community Assembly is a randomly 
selected group of around 25 residents 
who reflect the diversity of our community. 
Members will be independently recruited 
and chosen to reflect our population, 
including age, gender, location and other 
characteristics.

The Community Assembly will meet for an 
evening briefing and two full-day sessions 
in May 2022. 

Members of the Assembly will receive a 
total honorarium of $400, in recognition of 
their commitment.

Assembly selection will be managed by i.e. 
community, an independent organisation, 
which will also guide and support the 
Assembly members through the process. 
All expressions of interest will be treated in 
accordance with Council’s privacy policy.

How to get involved

If you or anyone in your household (16 years 
or older) is interested in being a part of the 
Open Space Community Assembly, please 
register your interest at the link available on 
Council’s website. Visit www.mrsc.vic.gov.
au/yoursay to apply. 

Registrations close at midnight on Friday 8 
April

Note: Councillors, Council employees and 
their immediate families are not eligible to 
register. 

For more information and to Have Your Say 
as a community member, www.mrsc.vic.
gov.au/yoursay

If you would like to receive project updates, 
please register at mrsc.vic.gov.au/open-
space or call the Strategic Planning team on 
(03) 5422 0333.

SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN

Free habitat kits to assist 
storm recovery
In the Macedon Ranges, many animals lost their homes when 
large swathes of trees were brought down in the June 2021 
storm. Notable species that depend on tree hollows include 
brush-tailed phascogales, greater gliders, powerful owls, 
barking owls and feather-tailed gliders.

Macedon Ranges Shire Council is proud to launch a new 
program that will see 50 residents receive free habitat kits 
to help support storm recovery and biodiversity in their own 
backyards.

Each habitat kit recipient will attend a free environmental 
workshop, and receive three nest boxes and some indigenous 
plant species. Nest boxes have been designed and crafted 
by Woodend Men’s Shed using  wood felled during the 
significant storm event in June 2021. 

Awardees will also be provided an information kit, including 
local weed, plant and bird guides developed by Macedon 
Ranges Shire Council. Residents who register but who do not 
receive a habitat kit will go into the draw to win indigenous 
plant seedlings. 

Register your interest in a habitat kit by going to mrsc.vic.gov.
au/habitat-kits

To be eligible for a habitat kit you will need to:

• Have experienced damage to trees or habitat on your 
property from the June storm 

• Attend a workshop on Saturday 28 May at the Woodend 
Community Centre 

Registrations open Tuesday 22 March and are open until 5pm 
Monday 18 April. Winners of habitat kits and plant seedlings 
will be selected by ballot and notified by email.

SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN 

The Jocks Gully Restoration Project creates 
a 2 km Biolink running upstream along 
Jocks Gully, from its confluence with the 
Campaspe River to connect to the Wombat 
Forest. This important project will restore 
habitat and connectivity for wildlife and 
flora along a degraded water course.  

Running through three properties, these 
biolink sites will be ready for planting 
this early May. We need to plant 3000 
native tubestock -- grasses, shrubs, trees 
-- carefully selected to re-establish lost local 
habitat.

Three planting days are planned to 
involve the wider general community, 
Ashbourne Landcare members, and local 

schools – Woodend Primary School, and 
Melbourne Grammar Camp. This DELWP 
grant seeks to engage and educate 
local communities about biodiversity, 
sustainability, protection of wildlife, flora 
and fungi, habitat and many beneficial 
flow-ons.

Planting day dates: 

Saturday 7 May -- Community Planting 
Day, barbecue lunch, MRSC speaker, 
Traditional Owner’s Welcome and Smoking 
Ceremony.  All-day event.

Wednesday 11 May – Woodend Primary 
School student involvement, ALG 
members, local speaker.  Morning or 
afternoon event.

Sunday 15 May – Melbourne Grammar 
student involvement, ALG members, local 
speaker. All-day event.

Please join us in contributing to this 
rewarding community project, which will 
be informative, productive and fun.  Every 
offer of assistance welcome!

Please contact Libby Peck 0419 396 641 
and  epeck2@telstra.com for further 
information.

This project is funded by DELWP, Victoria, 
and supported by MRSC. 

SUBMITTED BY LIBBY PECK, ASHBOURNE 
LANDCARE GROUP

Assembly to help shape future of parks, 
waterways and reserves

WINDOWS
& DOORS

PROUDLY AUSTRALIAN MADE

SPECIALISING IN ALUMINIUM 
AND TIMBER DOUBLE GLAZED

WINDOWS & DOORS

48 McDougall Road
SUNBURY
03 8746 9777

CUSTOM BUILT FOR NEW HOMES, RENOVATIONS, 
OR TO REPLACE YOUR EXISTING WINDOWS
HIGH PERFORMANCE & HIGH QUALITY

BUILT TO LAST

LOW RATE PAYMENT PLANS

evolvewindows.com.au

COMMUNITY PLANTING DAYS 
- calling for local involvement
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S’NO time like now, to help 
the Snow Gums 
The Macedon Ranges is an epicentre for low-lying snow gums 
in Victoria (Eucalyptus pauciflora) and they occur across several 
ecosystems and geology types throughout the shire. 

There has been recent community concern of dieback identified 
in snow gum populations on Mount Macedon and surrounds, 
and climate modelling indicates this vegetation type is the most 
vulnerable to climate change. 

The snow gum has been identified as a target species to monitor, 
and Council wants to develop a better understanding of where 
they occur, and their population health. Council is working with 
ecologists, Landcare groups and the Arthur Rylah Institute to 
record and monitor the health of Snow Gum populations across 
the shire and potential local climate change impacts.

Snow gums have excellent readily identifiable features, which 
means they are a great plant species for citizen science, where 
the public is actively involved in the research activity. Council is 
inviting landholders across the shire to be part of a community 
project to help us understand and monitor the local ecology of 
an iconic eucalyptus species and the local impacts of climate 
change, while building community awareness and knowledge.

In the Macedon Ranges, populations of snow gum occur 
in Montane Grassy Woodland and Plains Grassy Woodland 
ecosystems across the peaks and plains of the shire. Using a 
citizen science approach, Council and its community partners are 
looking to map and monitor population health on private land on 
Mount Macedon, in the Cobaw Biolink and across the Riddells 
Creek, Ashbourne and Baynton-Sidonia areas, where snow gums 

are known to occur. 

Get involved by visiting Council’s Snow Gum Monitoring 
webpage (www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/Biodiversity) where a printable 
brochure is available to explain how to identify a Snow Gum tree 
and how to share your records. 

If you are having trouble identifying the trees or need help, one 
of the project team may be able to visit your property and help 
with identification and measurements. For more information 
contact Council’s Environment Team on 5422 0333, or email 
environment@mrsc.vic.gov.au. 

All records must be received by 17 April 2022.

SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN 

Autumn Gardening Competition!
So it’s autumn! What are the top five things to do this 
autumn? One point for each thing you have done! Be 
honest! Let’s check your gardening score. Have you:

• planted spring flowering bulbs? 
• trimmed and pruned hedges and plants?
• taken care of the lawn?
• planted new trees and plants?
• ordered bare root trees before they sell out??

So what was your score?
1 - 2 points (get off the couch!)
3 points (you’re on the right track!)
4 points (look at you go!)
5 points (email cassius@woodendnursery.com.
au and go into the draw to win $200 of bare rooted 
trees!)

  Landscape projects
  Fire prevention cleanup
  Large scale mechanical raking
  Paddock slashing
  Driveway renovation
  Confined space excavation
  Gorse and blackberry removal
  Mowing and brushcutting
  Window cleaning
  Gutter cleaning
  Pre-sale property preparation
  ALL THE HARD STUFF

FAST RESPONSE
www.terrysgroundcrew.com.au 

No time...too much to do...call the crew
Enjoy your precious weekends.

TGC’s

72 High Street, Woodend  3442
t     03 54272361
e    sales@bradleyscurtains.com
w    bradleyscurtains.com

Opening Day!
It was the fourth day of December. The 
year was 1972. 
Rhonda and Jim Bradley had worked 
all weekend preparing the new shop 
for open day, finalising shelves, laying 
out items for display and sweeping 
floors. 
With years of industry experience 
behind them, they’d spent months 
sourcing suppliers and developing 
relationships. They’d bought half- 
and full-page advertisements in the 
Kyneton Guardian that featured their 
suppliers’ products. At that time, the 
store sold menswear, underwear, 
wool, haberdashery, towels, tea 
towels, blankets, bedspreads, school 
uniforms, soft furnishings and a bit of 
furniture. The ads spruiked, ‘Ladies’ 
and Children’s Departments to 
Follow’! 
You could buy tartan car rugs for $2.50 
each. A single-bed Chenille bedspread 
would set you back $6 and nylon ones 
started at $16.50. Men’s socks cost $1 
for three pair. And something called

 ‘flannelette nursery squares’ (a coy 
name for babies’ nappies?) cost 
twenty cents each. 
Of course, also on offer was a 
COMPLETE WINDOW FURNISHING 
SERVICE.
At 9am the doors to Bradley’s Drapery 
opened, according to Jim, ‘to a good 
line up of people waiting to come in’ 
on the gravel road outside. (There 
were no footpaths then!)
And they shopped! 
The most popular items were wool 
for knitting, men’s work clothes and 
school uniforms. They must have 
walked out the door! Because at the 
end of that first day, Rhonda and Jim 
had taken $1000. (About $11,300 in 
today’s money.) 
As a bonus, every shopper was 
entered into the draw to win a free 
dragster bike for Christmas!

your place 

Opening Day!

Source: Kyneton Guardian, p.6 1/12/72

Here’s a tip to make farm 
fences safe for kangaroos 
and wallabies
Recently we found a kangaroo which had tried to jump our 
farm fence and missed the top wire. Its momentum caused it 
to tumble over the fence but the feet caught the second top 
wire, which twisted up and around the feet and the top wire, 
trapping the kangaroo and resulting in a horrible death. 

This has happened to us twice now, so we decided, with the 
agreement of our neighbours, to do something. 

If your fences have ringlock up to a wire, then this will prevent 
the entrapment, but if, like us, you then have two plain wires 
above the ringlock, please consider removing the lower one 
as this one can twist and cause the problem. You can also buy 
some cheap white tape (as used for electric fences) and crimp 
it to the top wire to help the roos to see the wire. Finally, of 
course please do not use barbed wire at all.

The attached photos  (right) show the fence before and after 
modification.

The reality is that kangaroos and wallabies will fail to clear 
fences sometimes, and this modification will turn a disaster 
into a tumble, which they should recover from.

SUBMITTED FROM PETER AND ANN YATES – WOODEND
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A: Shop 14, Nexus Centre, 9 Goode Street, Gisborne, VIC 3437   
P: 5428 2138  E: maryanne.thomas@parliament.vic.gov.au    

W: www.mary-annethomas.com.au
   MaryAnneMacedon           maryannethomasmp

Mary-Anne Thomas MP
LABOR MEMBER FOR MACEDON

ADVERTISEMENT

As your local Member of Parliament I
am keen to hear from the community
and assist with any State Government

matter. 
 

Mary-Anne Thomas

A regional 
Pride Prom and 
a program to 
create short films 
and features 
celebrating 
lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, trans and 
gender diverse, 
intersex and 
queer (LGBTIQ+) 
Victorians to be 
shown at a drive-
in are among 
the activities the  
state government 
is backing to 
celebrate diversity, inclusion and connection across our state. 

Minister for Equality Martin Foley recently announced 20 
recipients of the Pride Events and Festival Fund, which helps 
community organisations and LGBTIQ+ social enterprises 
host events that help to connect Victoria’s diverse rainbow 
communities. 

A diverse range of events and activities across the state will 
receive grants of up to $10,000 - including ‘Rainbow Yarning,’ 
a series of workshops and yarning circles for Aboriginal 
community members to explore their LGBTIQ+ identities, 
connect with others and build inclusion and pride. 

Almost half of the funded activities will be in regional Victoria, 
including ‘Queers on the Catwalk’, an event that will support 
LGBTIQ+ people of all ages in the Macedon Ranges and 
surrounds to express their identity through clothing. 

All events will include LGBTIQ+ people with disability, and 
some will be delivered online, either to complement or in place 
of physical gatherings, to ensure they can be accessed by all 
people across Victoria. 

Member for Macedon Mary-Anne Thomas said of the program, 
“It’s fantastic to be able to announce this at ChillOut – a regional 
pride event - with so many grants awarded to our regional 
LGBTIQ+ groups, so they can connect with each other and 
celebrate who they are,” said Ms Thomas.

Along with providing opportunities for LGBTIQ+ communities 
to connect with each other, activities will improve the visibility 
of LGBTIQ+ people in their communities and promote 
understanding of their experiences. The program aligns with 
the government’s long-term plan to create safe, strong and 
sustainable LGBTIQ+ communities under Pride in our future: 
Victoria’s LGBTIQ+ strategy 2022-2032, which was released in 
February. 

The strategy will drive the Government’s work to change laws 
and policies, strengthen state-based services and support 
LGBTIQ+ organisations and events over the next decade, to 
drive meaningful change. 

For a full list of successful grant recipients, please visit: vic.gov.
au/successful-recipients-pride-events- and-festivals-fund 

SUBMITTED BY KATE LEE: OFFICE OF STATE MP MARY-ANNE THOMAS

EVENTS TO BOLSTER 
LGBTIQ+ PRIDE, STRENGTH 
AND INCLUSION 

Men who work with or regularly interact 
with teenage boys in the Macedon Ranges 
are being invited to take part in a six-
week program, which aims to explore the 
important role mentors play in guiding 
young people as they move towards 
adulthood. The program will cover topics 
such as masculine stereotypes and the 
impact these can have, and the importance 
of encouraging boys to reach their full 
potential by focusing on their strengths.

“More so than ever, we need positive male 
role models within the lives of our young 
people,” says program facilitator, Joel Hines 
from the Man Cave Academy.  “Teenagers 
are struggling to find their identity, and they 
are looking to the adults in their lives for 
a bit of guidance.  Being surrounded by a 

broad range of healthy masculinities helps 
disrupt the stereotypical narrative and 
enable boys to shape the kind of man they 
want to become.”

Anyone in a leadership or mentoring role, 
such as sports coaches, teachers and 
community group leaders, are encouraged 
to attend, and it is hoped that the more 
people across the Macedon Ranges that 
take part, the bigger the impact will be 
on the whole community. The sessions 
will tap into the knowledge and diversity 
within the group, exploring heathy, positive 
alternatives to support boys on their 
journey into adulthood.

“If you are willing to be a learner, but also 
a teacher, and are prepared to reflect on 
your own personal views of masculinity, 

while being open to different points of view 
and new experiences,” says Joel, “then this 
program is for you.”

‘Mentoring Teenage Boys’ is being held 
from 6.30-8.30pm from Monday 2 May 
until 6 June, with the venue location to be 
confirmed. To register, go to: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/mentoringboysinMR 
or contact kathryn.chai@scchc.org.au for 
more information.

This program is part of #thehumancode 
project and is proudly brought to you by 
Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health, 
with funding support from VicHealth, 
Central Victorian Primary Care Partnership 
and Community Bank Gisborne and 
District. 

SUBMITTED BY SARAH TURNER

2 May - 6 June 2022
6.30pm - 8.30pm

To register, scan the QR code or go to:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/mentoringboysinMR

To find out more, email: kathryn.chai@scchc.org.au
 

Join us for 6 weekly workshops to gain some practical tools and strategies
to better support the mental health and wellbeing of our young men

CALLING ALL MEN WHO MENTOR 
OR COACH TEENAGE BOYS

Mentoring teenage boys

Country Living Covered
Open 7 days | 31 Brooke Street

5427 2753

Chickens are a great 
addition to your country life

At the store we can help with top protein 
feeds, treats, medical needs, bedding and 
accessories.

Remember, as the days become shorter your 
fl ock may start moulti ng, slow or even stop 
laying. This is perfectly normal and you can 
help them regrow feathers by increasing their 
protein intake – sunfl owers, pollard or a bett er 
quality pellet all help.

Drop in, we are happy to answer any of your 
chook questi ons!

On Sunday 10 April, 
the Kyneton Botanic 
Gardens will be 
filled with wagging 
tails and wet noses, 
as the town hosts 
its very first ‘Puppy 
Pride’ event. 
The LGBTIQA+ 
community, their 
allies and their 
puppies will gather 

together and celebrate our beloved four-
legged friends. 

There will be plenty to keep everyone 
entertained, with competitions including 
‘Fashions on the Fur’, a scavenger hunt, 
and for those who aren’t dog owners, the 
‘Most Lovable Faux Puppy’.  There will be 
prizes and special guests, or just sit back, 
relax and enjoy the beauty of the Botanic 
Gardens. To kickstart the event, there 
will be a walk along the Campaspe River, 
starting at 11.30am at the outdoor gym in 

St Agnes Place. “Bring your friends and 
family, connect with people you haven’t 
seen for a while, or come along and make 
new friends,” says Belinda Brain, one of 
the organisers from Sunbury and Cobaw 
Community Health.  “You will find a warm, 
inclusive welcome at Puppy Pride.”

The event is being organised as part of the 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council’s Autumn 
Festival, which runs until 25 April.  

SUBMITTED BY SARAH TURNER

Puppy Pride
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Please note - no toilet facility  
available on site due to strict COVID 19 rules being adhered to.

The TUBEROUS BEGONIA & FUCHSIA SHOW
691 Ashbourne Rd, Ashbourne via Woodend VIC 3442

(Parking at rear of property)

Open EVERY WEEKEND from the first weekend  
(5th & 6th) of February 2022 

until Mother’s Day 8th May 2022
10am - 4pm

We have hundreds of Begonias and Fuchsias for sale in pots,  
hanging baskets and on display.

The ideal UNIQUE GIFT. (Special Occasions, Birthdays, Mother’s Day)

A simple maintenance sheet with growing instructions supplied with  
each purchase and a YOU TUBE video named 

“Tuberous Begonia Maintenance Tips” available online.

Ring Jesse 0419002651 or Peter Harris on 0400 313 703

Woodend 
33a Corinella Road

Classic period architecture, cutting edge sustainability.
Perfectly located just 600 meters from the center of Woodend, this authentic Edwardian period home offers a 
level of sophistication rarely experienced in the Macedon Ranges. Fully renovated with an uncompromising 

commitment to sustainability and quality, the house offers the best of country living with the option of an easy 
commute to Melbourne. The home makes an immediate impression with its original leadlight entrance and 
3.5-metre-high corniced ceilings.  There are light filled bedrooms, appointed with full size wardrobes and a 

luxurious family bathroom with freestanding bath and separate powder room. 

Beyond the grand heritage archway is the spacious master bedroom with opulent custom fitted walk in robe and 
stylish ensuite. The heart of the home is a light filled dining area and beautiful kitchen with cathedral skylight, 

stone benchtops, porcelain sink, freestanding cooktop, and 125 bottle wine fridge. The north facing living room 
has a cozy wood fire heater atop a stunning brick hearth. 

Less obvious but just as important are the home’s sustainability credentials. The 9.5 kW solar system with battery 
storage drastically reduces running costs and the property’s carbon footprint and comfort and performance are 

enhanced by double glazed windows, hydronic heating, and a level of insulation  
which far exceeds best practice in Australia.

Price $1,950,000 
Peter Wood 0408 866 774
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Upcoming events and dates to remember 

Always check with organisers about any events 
 listed. To have your event listed on our calendar just 

send the details to:
content@newwoodendstar.org.au

—  APRIL  —
2 .............................................. Woodend Farmers’ Market

2 ................................. Don Watson in conversation, MRRAR 

2 .................................................. Whole town garage sale

2–3  .......................Phoenix Macedon Ranges Art exhibition

3 ........................... Afternoon Jazz Melbourne Octet -WWAF

3 ............................................. End of Daylight Saving Time

4 .......................... Macedon Ranges Audio Makers Network

4–30  ............................... Portraits on the Mount Exhibition

6 ....................................... Mental Health community forum

8 ............................ MR Film Society, Norma Richardson Hall

10 ...................... Rotary Woodend 35th Charter Anniversary

10 ............................................A boy  called Sailboat - KTH

10 ...........................Puppy Pride, Kyneton Botanical Garden

15 .................................................................Good Friday

17 .......................................... Woodend Lions Club Market

18 ............................................................. Easter Monday

20 ......................................................St Mary’s Craft Guild

21 ............... Accademia Arcadia  Rameau concertos - WWAF

23-24 ......................... Mount Macedon Gallery open studio

25 ....................................................................Anzac Day

30 ........................................................Run the Rock event
— MAY —
2 ................................................. Mentoring Teenage Boys

7 .............................................. Woodend Farmers’ Market

7 .......................................................... Trentham Spudfest

7 .................. Community  Planting Day, Ashbourne Landcare

8 ..................................................................Mother’s Day

11 ................. Community  Planting Day, Ashbourne Landcare

11 ..........Melb International Comedy Festival Roadshow - KTH

13 .............................. Game Boys Cinematic Universe - KTH

14 ..................... Urban Sea Shanties Community Choir - KTH

15 ................ Community  Planting Day, Ashbourne Landcare

13 .......................... MR Film Society, Norma Richardson Hall

13-29 .........................The Odd Couple, Mountview Theatre

15 .......................................... Woodend Lions Club Market
— JUNE —
4 .............................................. Woodend Farmers’ Market

10 .......................... MR Film Society, Norma Richardson Hall

13 .......................................................... Queen’s Birthday

communityYour  
diary

The Macedon Ranges Film Society started off the 2022 film year 
with the British film, Military Wives. This charming film is based on 
the true-life choirs that exist in military bases all round the world, 
where bands of women raise their voices in song to combat the 
loneliness felt when their partners go to work in such places as 
Afghanistan.

As usual, MRFS chooses films from several genres, which means 
that members this year will view films containing drama such as I, 
Daniel Blake and Aussie humour in The Dish. The year is shaping 
up to be full of great entertainment, with a festival of short films 
planned for August.

Film nights are held on the second Friday of the month at the 
Norma Richardson Hall in Woodend. The film, together with 
film notes, is followed by supper -- a glass of wine, a sandwich, a 
piece of cake, convivial company. 

Our film for April is 'Loving Vincent' - the story of Vincent van 
Gogh's final days; in May we'll be screening 'Jo Jo Rabbit', in 
which a young German boy in WW2 has an imaginary friend – 
Adolf Hitler.

More information can be had from visiting the website -- 
mrfilmsociety@gmail.com -- where you can see the list of films for 
2022, which includes comedy, drama, documentary, biography 
and more.

Call Lorraine on 0402 299 153 or Christine on 0407 012 140 for 
more details.

SUBMITTED BY HENRY SCREEN
A Spud-tastic festival of fun
Deep in the red, volcanic soil of Trentham and surrounds, the 
spuds are slowly swelling. 

Local farmers say they’ll be ready just in time for the Great 
Trentham Spudfest on Saturday, May 7.

Trentham’s celebration of all things spud, cancelled in 2020 and 
radically downsized in 2021. 

Trentham has a long and proud history of growing delicious 
spuds, with some local families having been involved since as far 
back as the 1860s, including the Walshes, Brutons, Dunns and 
Wickers.

The idea for Spudfest came about in 2008, the UN Year of the 
Potato, which recognized the importance of the humble spud as 
a staple food for the world’s population.

A newly arrived resident, Bob White, saw an opportunity and 
suggested Trentham should have an event to celebrate its 
potato-growing heritage.

And so, Spudfest was born.

This year’s Spudfest will start at the old Railway Station and 
stretch up Trentham’s charming, oak-tree-lined Market St.

There’ll be freshly dug spuds for sale, food trucks, gourmet 
produce and artisan craft stalls, horse and cart rides, Devonshire 
Teas, minigolf, face painting, live music, gourmet ice creams, and 
not to mention the fabulous stores and cafes of Market St. 

It’s always a fantastic event, so put it in your diary for Saturday, 
May 7. See you there!

SUBMITTED BY MERRILYN HUNT

The Mount Players
Present The Odd Couple
The Mount Players’ second production for their 2022 
season is sure to be a crowd pleaser! The comedy hit play 
The Odd Couple by Neil Simon was originally written in 
1965 and made into a film in 1968 starring Jack Lemmon and 
Walter Matthau. The success of the film was the basis for the 
American sitcom starring Tony Randall and Jack Klugman. 

This timeless classic is set in the smoke-filled apartment 
of Oscar Madison, who lives like a slob.  Felix, one of his 
regular weekly poker game guests, moves in, having been 
thrown out by his wife.  Felix is a neat freak and the blokey 
poker nights change dramatically as the slob and his new 
roommate find each other impossible to live with.

This is a very funny play with a fabulous cast! The season 
runs from 13 – 29 May. To book tickets go to www.
themountplayers.com or call 5426 1892 for assistance.

See you at the theatre!
SUBMITTED BY KAREN HUNT

Upcoming events and dates to remember 
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Upcoming events and dates to remember 

Kyneton Town Hall (KTH) will be headlining some 
inspiring artists and presenting more stunning 
performances this season. 

A Boy Called Sailboat

Slava & Leonard Grigoryan have toured Kyneton Town Hall with 
sold out shows over the years. This time they are bringing a very 
special show for our audiences to enjoy. “A Boy Called Sailboat” 
is a heartwarming movie with the acclaimed guitarists providing 
the soundtrack live.

Sunday 10 April, 3pm 

For information about costs and to purchase tickets:  
1300 888 802 or www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/buytickets

Extra shows in early May 2022

Singing workshop and sign-up day - Urban Sea 
Shanties community choir 

Saturday 14 May, 9.30am–12.30pm, Kyneton Town Hall 

Have you always wanted to experience the thrill and connection 
of singing in a choir? Macedon Ranges Shire Council is 
offering all existing local choirs and the singing community 
the opportunity to join a temporary community choir. Under 
guidance from Woodend local and choral leader Andrew Price, 
and renowned singer/songwriter and comedian Fred Smith, 
you will learn a repertoire of songs over a four-month period, 
culminating in a performance at Kyneton Town Hall.

Visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/get-involved, or call Andrea on  
0429 605 619 to find out more.

Melbourne International Comedy Festival  
Roadshow

The ultimate comedy trip returns in 2022. The Melbourne 
International Comedy Festival Roadshow is hitting the highways 
to home-deliver the freshest and funniest from the 2022 Festival 
to neighbourhoods across the nation.

Book now for that much-needed live comedy fix. 

Wednesday 11 May, 7.30pm

Game Boys Cinematic Universe

Experience all the fun and excitement of a Hollywood backstage 
tour where you can be part of the movie magic.

After sold out seasons at Melbourne International Comedy 
Festival and Melbourne Fringe Festival in 2019, Game Boys 
Cinematic Universe is a comedy show unlike any you have seen 
before.

Join brothers Eden and Josh – your personal guides for a high-
energy tour of the world-famous Game Boys Studios Backlot. 
Combining razor sharp writing, improvisation with the audience 
and literally hundreds of audio/visual cues, Cinematic Universe is 
a tidal wave of fun, nostalgia and technical wizardry.

Friday 13 May 2022, 7.30pm, Kyneton Town Hall

SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN

Following the closing date for entries in the Portraits on The 
Mount prize on 15 March, the submitted works are being judged 
during the first week of April. The People’s Choice award will 
be declared at the conclusion of the exhibition on Saturday 
30th April, when visitors have had the opportunity of voting.  
The Gallery thanks the Gisborne Bendigo Bank for generously 
donating the prize money and would like to encourage members 
of the community to view the exhibition, which will be on show at 
The Gallery Mount Macedon with a special Opening on Saturday 
9th April at 2 p.m. The Gallery is open each day from 10 – 4pm, 
except Wednesday and Thursday) 

Jo Hoyne 0418 488 582

 

Open Studios Macedon April 23 and 24
In conjunction with the Autumn Festival and with funding support 
from the Macedon Ranges Shire Council, artists of the Macedon 
Ranges are opening their Macedon studios to the public on the 
weekend of 23 and 24 April at 10am – 4pm, with nine studios 
welcoming interested visitors. The artists invite the public to view 
and appreciate their wide-ranging work in a friendly and informal 
way, and discuss techniques ranging from textiles, ceramics, 
botanical, watercolour and mixed media to drawing printmaking 
and photography. Visitors can also enjoy the lovely environment 
as they move easily between venues. Brochures are available 
from The Gallery Mount Macedon and other community outlets 
as well as on Instagram, openstudiosmacedon, and the Macedon 
Ranges Shire website. We look forward to sharing our art practice 
with you.

Marian Alexopoulos 0418 884 281

SUBMITTED BY MARIAN ALEXOPOULOS

Upcoming events and dates to remember 
Accademia Arcadia: Rameau Concertos
6pm, Thursday 21 April
Primrose Potter Salon, Melbourne Recital Centre
Duration: 1 hour (no interval)

Baroque ensemble Accademia Arcadia directed by 
Jacqueline Ogeil, harpsichord with Laura Vaughan, 
‘gamba, and Elizabeth Welsh, violin, perform Rameau’s 
virtuoso keyboard concertos. Accademia Arcadia 
explores Baroque and early-classical chamber music, 
traversing trio-sonata, cantata, early opera and grand 
liturgical genres.
In 1741 Rameau published five chamber works for 
harpsichord, violin and viola da gamba. To each work he 
gave the title ‘concert’, the French equivalent of the 
Italian ‘concerto’. Enchanting the ear with endless 
variety and novelty, the works are harpsichord 
concertos whose orchestral component has been 
reduced to an absolute minimum of one treble 
instrument and one bass instrument.
A celebration of people, characters, places and popular 
dance, their performance featuring a mid-18th-century 
French harpsichord made by William Dowd of Boston in 
1976 will captivate and transcend.

Afternoon Jazz with the Melbourne Octet
2pm, Sunday 3 April
St Ambrose Church, Woodend    |    Duration: 1 hour (no interval)

The Melbourne Octet perform a programme of jazz favourites, in spectacular 
8-part harmony. Much of the repertoire in this programme was written in a period 
of history that saw recovery from a war and a devastating pandemic followed by the 
rule of several dictators across the world, mass unemployment, discrimination 
against and persecution of various groups, and unrest in international relations. 
Nearly a century later, the world has a disturbingly similar set of circumstances.
The lighthearted, slightly naughty, uplifting songs of this period were an escapist 
remedy for the times. Sumptuous harmonies, witty lyrics and cheerful melodies are 
an excellent distraction for the times we are now in.
The Melbourne Octet was formed with the aim of presenting contemporary works 
to audiences both in Australia and internationally, as well as familiar, well-loved 
repertoire. We bring a combined experience in ensemble singing that allows us to 
explore rarely heard works, and we aim to provide a platform for Australian 
composers and arrangers.
The Octet is made up of professional voices; regular soloists or chorus in opera, 
oratorio or jazz, all with a love for eight part harmony.

Kyneton Town Hall—inspiring April performances  

Portraits on The Mount update
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community round-up

A big welcome to Adrian, Karen and 
David, who have joined the Woodend 
Library team! Karen is our new Children’s 
librarian and Storytime, baby Rhyme Time 
and Toddler Time presenter, while Adrian 
and David are our new Library Services 
Officers. 

Macedon Ranges Seed Savers

Macedon Ranges Seed Savers meet in 
the library on Woodend Farmers’ Market 
Saturdays (first Saturday of the month) at 
10.30am and on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of the month at 2pm. 

Come into the library at any time to have 
a look at the many seeds collected and 
shared by the local community.

Regular Drop-in IT Help Sessions

Having trouble with your phone? Do you 
need help setting up email? Not sure how 
to download or use apps? From April, 
the library will host a regular drop-in IT 
help session from 10am – 11am on the 
first Monday of the month. No bookings 
necessary, just pop in and our very patient 
and experienced staff will help you.

Online Family History

In celebration of the Australian Heritage 
Festival, learn how to get started with 
researching your family history using 
library resources like Ancestry, Trove and 
Find My Past.

Thursday, 28 April 2022, 10am – 11am in 
the library. Bookings essential: 

https://goldfieldslibraries.com/
woodend-events/ or call 5427 2074.

Rick Morton – Growing up in 
Country Australia

We are delighted to welcome back 
Rick Morton (writer and commentator, 
The Saturday Paper, The Drum), who is 
heading our way with a new anthology 

he has edited. Growing Up in Country 
Australia is a fresh modern look at country 
Australia with nearly forty stories by 
established and emerging authors from 
a wide range of backgrounds. There 
are stories of joy, adventure, nostalgia, 
connection to nature and freedom, but 
also more grim tales of drought, fires, 
mouse plagues and isolation. 

In Conversation with Kristin Gill 
of Northern Books.

Book sales and signings. Friday, 29 April 
2022, 11am – 12noon

Craig Castree sessions

If you missed Craig Castree’s session on 
Edible Gardens in March, check out his 
other sessions in April in Gisborne and 
Romsey.

Growing Fruit Trees on an Urban Block

Tue 5 April, 2-3pm, Romsey Library

Understanding Soil, Composting and Worm 
Farming

Tue 5 April, 5-6pm, Gisborne Library

Bookings essential for all of these 
events:  https://goldfieldslibraries.com/
woodend-events/ or call 5427 2074.

See you at the library! Emma.

5427 2074  |   woodend@ncgrl.vic.gov.au

Cycling Group offers 
opportunities with U3A 
Kyneton 
The U3A Kyneton Cycling Group presents wonderful outings to 
ride in and experience your local area, make new buddies, and 
improve your fitness. The rides are easy to moderate, at around 
30-40 kms, and are aimed to allow the enjoyable exploration of 
the Macedon Ranges at an enjoyable pace on quiet roads.  

The group gathers weekly and cycles together from a central 
Kyneton location. After the ride, there is typically a social 
catch-up and coffee, either along the way or to finish off, and 
participants are always keen to hear suggestions for new 
adventures. 

U3A Kyneton offers Cycling, along with many other diverse 
courses and welcomes those who are retired or semi-retired. 
Members can be new to the area or wanting to make new 
friends.  

For further information regarding the cycling group and all 
courses offered by U3AKyneton, visit our website: https://
u3akyneton.org.au/, email: info@u3akyneton.org.au. You can 
also call Roni or John on 0439 360 763.  

SUBMITTED BY RONI TAUBMAN

Change your clock, 
change your smoke 
alarm battery

Sunday 3 April is the end of daylight saving when you move your 
clock back one hour, and it is also the perfect time to change 
your smoke alarm batteries.

House fires occur more frequently in the cooler months, so it 
makes good sense to check your smoke alarm battery at the 
same time you change your clock.

All smoke alarms, whether hard-wired or wireless, require a 
battery. Hard-wired alarms use a battery as a back-up and that 
battery needs to be changed as well 

Only the sound of a smoke alarm, not the smell of smoke, will 
wake you in a fire, so it’s essential that smoke alarms are tested 
on a regular basis.

Smoke alarms usually have a lifespan of about 10 years—alarms 
older than this should be replaced. Some smoke alarms have 
a printed use-by date, but if an alarm is still ‘beeping’ after its 
battery has been changed, it should be replaced.

Only a working smoke alarm saves lives

If there’s no sound from your smoke alarm, there’s no warning.

Remember, it is normally smoke, not flame or heat, that kills the 
majority of fire victims, and when asleep, our sense of smell is 
largely diminished. House smoke may put house occupants into 
a deeper sleep, and, with all of the plastics, materials, electronics 
and chemicals around, it can be extremely toxic. Unlike smoke, a 
smoke alarm can actually help wake you.

Know your Smoke Alarm Signals

We have been called to ‘Smoke Alarm Operating’ emergencies 
at private residences, only to find the smoke alarm was simply 
the beep that emits from the unit when the battery needs 
changing.  A smoke alarm activated by smoke is a far louder and 
more urgent sound. 

To ensure you have a working smoke alarm:
• Test it weekly by pushing the test button with a broom handle 

to make sure it beeps.

• Dust the alarm with a vacuum cleaner brush.

• Change the battery at least once a year.  

For further information, contact the Woodend CFA on 5427 
2356, or visit the station in Urquhart Street. Follow us on 
Facebook, or you can visit our website: www.woodendcfa.org

SUBMITTED BY MIKE DORNAU, CAPTAIN WOODEND CFA

community round-up
News from 
the House
Here at the Woodend 
Neighbourhood 
House, we're looking 
forward to autumn 
and welcoming our 
community to the 
House as the weather 
cools. We've created a 
warm and inviting space 
in the front lounge 

(the Shirley Perrott Lounge – named after the founder of the 
House back in 1983), which will host our monthly ‘Chatty Café,' 
providing a great way of meeting people whilst enjoying a nice 
morning tea on the second Tuesday of the month –12 April and 
10 May at 10.30am.  

The Shirley Perrott Lounge is also the drop off point for items for 
recycling through the Macedon Ranges Shire Council scheme 
(plastic bottle tops, bread tags, commercial printer cartridges, 
batteries, x-rays and small e-waste) as well as the pick-up point 
for some beautifully knitted items from our friends at K.O.G.O 
(Knit One, Give One). These handmade goodies are available 
to everyone who needs a warm pair of gloves, beanie, scarf or 
blanket. Outside of any regular bookings, the Shirley Perrott 
Lounge is open Monday to Friday between 9am and 3pm for a 
cup of tea or coffee and a chat with one of friendly volunteers or 
member of staff. 

Term 2 Program

April will bring the start of term 2 and our term program will 
be available for pick up from the House at the beginning of 
the month. Expect to see details of our new and returning 
classes, as well as the autumn dates for our monthly Community 
Lunch. Everyone is welcome to join us at the Woodend RSL on 
Wednesday 27 April at 12 noon – bookings are essential – book 
through our website or by calling the House on 5427 1845.  A 
$5 donation is welcome to cover costs, though by no means 
necessary. 

Be sure to check out some great workshops we are running 
during the term.

Woodend Repair Café

It wouldn't be a Farmers’ Market day without the Woodend 
Repair Café opening its doors. Bring along your broken 
household items to the Undercroft at the Woodend 
Neighbourhood House on Saturday May 7 between 9am to 
1pm, and our volunteer repairers will have a go at fixing them. 
Woodend Repair Café services are free, but donations are 
welcomed.

Woodend Community Food Pantry and Library

The Community pantry is available in our garden, to the side of 
the house. Take what you need, share if you can. It’s a great way 
of reducing waste whilst supporting the community. Staple food 
items, fresh produce, plants and seeds all welcome. 

For more information about any of our upcoming activities, 
workshops, courses, or events, drop by the house, visit our 
website www.woodendnh.org.au or call 5427 1845. 

SUBMITTED BY MELISSA BAKER
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Give for the Kids 
The Woodend CFA will once again be collecting on behalf 
of the Royal Children’s Hospital on Good Friday, April 15. 
Woodend CFA volunteers will begin collecting at around 
9am and will cover as much of the Woodend area as they can 
during the day. The Hesket-Kerrie and Newham CFA brigades 
will also be collecting at the same time.

The Macedon Ranges Community is normally very generous 
and we’re sure this will continue. If you are not going to 
be home on Good Friday, or we miss you on the day, you 
can drop donations off at the CFA Stations on any Sunday 
morning or visit the Woodend CFA Virtual Tin Shake and 
donate online: www.virtualtinshake.com.au/fundraisers/
Woodend

SUBMITTED BY MIKE DORNAU

community round-up community round-up

Bridging the Divide 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council are seeking participants for a new 
and exciting community climate change project.

Everyone in the community will continue to experience the 
direct and indirect impacts of climate change, regardless of their 
circumstances. Ageing or isolated people may be more affected 
by extreme weather events, while youth are already talking about 
the mental health risks arising from living in a changing climate. 
Unfortunately, an understanding of these climate-induced health 
and wellbeing concerns has rarely been explored in an inter-
generational setting. This is something Council hope to change.

This creative project will pair younger people with older people 
in conversations to discuss inter-generational concerns, actions 
and personal experience of climate-induced health and wellbeing 
risks. Conversations will be filmed to create a series of short 
videos helping us all to talk about climate change and learn a few 
new actions to help us take care of ourselves, and others. 

If you are between 15-25 or 55+ years old and are interested in 
participating, we would love to hear from you. 

For more information, or to register your interest please contact 
Justin Walsh at juwalsh@mrsc.vic.gov.au 

SUBMITTED BY SUSAN HYATT

1st Woodend Joey Scouts (5-8 years old) 
kicked off the year with an overnight camp 
at Treetops Scout Camp in Riddells Creek. 
For many of our youngest scouts, this was 
their first time sleeping in a tent without 
Mum and Dad, and we were exceptionally 
proud of how well the Joeys took to the 
challenge! During the camp, the Joeys 
tried their hands at archery and tackled 
the low ropes and commando courses. 
Food is always a highlight of any scouting 
experience, and we were very grateful to 
the parents who pitched in to help in the 
kitchen. 

At the end of the camp, we asked our 
Joeys to tell us what they enjoyed, 
something they'd learnt and what they'd 
do differently next time ... despite the 
leaders’ hard work planning adventurous 
activities, it was the free play looking for 
rabbits with tools made from string and 
sticks that hit the mark -- an activity  
 

created by the youth 
during down time in the 
evening! Although no 
rabbits were found (or 
harmed!), this didn't 
deter our hardworking 
Joeys from trying their 
best! 

For the rest of term 1, the Joey Scouts 
worked towards their Cycling Level 1 
badge. They learnt about bike safety 
and went on bike rides -- both during the 
regular program nights and on a longer 
trip along the Federation Trail between 
Romsey and Lancefield with Cubs and 
Venturers from 1st Woodend Scout Group. 
We also explored the Joeys’ interest in 
yabbying, making our own rods during 
our nightly program. Although we were 
(once again!) unsuccessful in our attempts 
to make a catch, the Joeys did earn a 

 

Special Interest Area badge in Adventure 
and Sport for their efforts. 

1st Woodend Scout Group offers Scouting 
for youth between 5 and 25 years of 
age. Our Joey Scout section (5-8 years) 
currently has a waitlist, however there are 
vacancies at all other age groups (Cub 
Scouts 8-11 years, Scouts 11-14 years, 
Venturers 14-18 years, Rovers 18-25 years).

Adults interested in getting involved 
in Scouting are always welcome -- we 
have vacancies for volunteer Leaders 
with all age groups, as well as positions 
on our support committee. No previous 
Scouting experience is required -- just a 
passion for fun and an interest in helping 
youth develop.  For more information, 
visit https://scoutsvictoria.com.au/
location/1ST-WOODEND/ or email 
gl.woodend1st@gmail.com.

SUBMITTED BY HELEN EDWARDS

Australian made and owned 
Easter chocolates, 

right here in Woodend at 
Endangered

Monday - Friday 10-4
Saturday 10 - 2
97 High Street, Woodend  

5427 1198
endangeredausmade.com.au

Against Trafficking in 
Humans
As Easter is fast approaching, perhaps we might pause and 
consider for a moment where our gorgeously presented, 
delicious Easter chocolate delights may have begun their 
journey. Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in 
Humans (ACRATH) is calling on all of us to consider the ethical 
dimensions of our purchases this Easter. We are working to help 
ensure everyone – growers and consumers – in the chocolate 
supply chain has a Happy Easter. The ACRATH website has 
a wide range of resources to help inform ourselves of the 
importance of ethical purchasing, https://acrath.org.au/
slavery-free-easter-eggs.

Slavery-free chocolate is chocolate that is certified. Look for 
chocolate with one of the logos (below) on it – Fairtrade or 
Rainforest Alliance.

There are some slavery-free chocolates available in most large 
supermarkets, and ALDI and Haigh’s have an extensive range 
of UTZ certified chocolates and aim to include even more items 
leading up to Easter. Fairtrade Australia and New Zealand has 
a list of slavery-free certified chocolates. Find it at: https://
fairtradeanz.org/for-consumers/products/chocolate

The Slavery-free Easter chocolate shopping guide is now 
available. For more information check out the ACRATH website 
or call Margaret Leahy 0408310868.

SUBMITTED BY MARGARET LEAHY

The Joeys camp out

Photos supplied by 1st Woodend Scout Group

Kindergarten registrations 
open for 2023
Online registrations for three- and four-year-old kindergarten in 
2023 in the Macedon Ranges shire are now open. Kindergarten 
is a unique play-based environment that encourages learning 
through investigation, trial and error, observing, listening and 
participating, all while engaging with their peers.

With the support of our highly qualified and experienced teachers 
and educators, kindergarten allows your child to become a 
confident and involved learner, and to develop a strong sense of 
identity and wellbeing.

Register online before 30 June 2022 at mrsc.vic.gov.au/
kindergarten 

Limited places remain at Woodend Kindergarten for 2022.

Give your child the best start to their learning journey at 
Woodend Kindergarten and enrol them in four-year-old 
kindergarten

Register online at mrsc.vic.gov.au/kindergarten or call our Early 
Years Unit on (03) 5422 0239.

Contact: Gab (0406 020 577)

SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN

Chartered Accountants
• Business Advisory
• Accounting and Taxation Services
• Superannuation
• Audit and Assurance
• Bookkeeping Service
• Corporate and Administrative Services 

17 Nicholson Street, Woodend 
T: 03 5427 8100   |   E: info@lmck.com.au
www.langleymckimmie.com.au
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Following an overwhelming response to 
the two Business Continuity and Recovery 
Program voucher offers in 2021, Macedon 
Ranges Shire Council is once again 
encouraging local businesses affected by 
COVID-19 to apply for vouchers of up to 
$1,000 (incl GST). 

Funded from Council’s COVID Recovery 
budget, the Business Continuity and 
Resilence Program 2022 (BCRP2022) has 
been revised to include services not only 
from local professional services businesses 
but also from local health and wellbeing  
businesses. 

In recognition of the need to help 
businesses and their staff get back to 
the business of doing business,  local 
businesses can apply for vouchers of up to 
$1,000 incl GST from a maximum of two 
(2) professional services firms and  one (1) 
voucher for health and wellbeing services. 
A grand total of three (3) vouchers available 

to each business in the shire across the 
three voucher programs (BCRP, BCRPe from 
2021 and BCRP2022). 

To apply or to find out more about the 
BCRP2022 opportunity and what is 
available to your business, please visit mrsc.
vic.gov.au/bcrp. The voucher program 
opens at 8.30am Monday 4 April 2022. 

Alternatively contact the Economic 
Development Team on ecodevadmin@
mrsc.vic.gov.au or Mani Heck on 0400 
406 157 for more information. Applications 
for BCRP2022 vouchers will close when 
program funds are exhausted, or by 5pm 
on Friday 29 April 2022.

Mentoring with a small business expert

Coping with changes brought about by the 
COVID-19 situation? Looking to start a small 
business and not sure how to go about it? 
Own a business and need expert advice? 

Businesses in the Macedon Ranges are 
invited to book a free mentoring session 
with small business experts later this month. 
Get assistance to help you plan, start or 
grow your business.

The Small Business Bus is a government 
funded mobile business mentoring service 
helping small business operators to run, 
grow or start a business.

If restrictions allow, mentoring sessions 
will be conducted face-to-face from 10am-
4pm, 26 to 29 April in Kyneton, Woodend, 
Gisborne and Romsey. Alternative online 
arrangements will be made should the 
situation change.

Bookings are essential. For further details 
and bookings, call 5421 9616, email 
ecodevadmin@mrsc.vic.gov.au or visit 
mrsc.vic.gov.au/business-events 

SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN

Now is your chance to get involved in 
shaping the future of open spaces in the 
Macedon Ranges Shire. Council is calling 
for expressions of interest to participate 
in a Community Assembly to guide key 
decisions about the future of our parks, 
playgrounds, sporting facilities and 
conservation areas. 

Recruitment for the new Open Space 
Community Assembly launches this week 
with expressions of interest closing at 
midnight on 8 April 2022. The Community 
Assembly will be asked to consider the 
outcomes of the public consultation 
process, which runs until 8 April. 

The Community Assembly will provide 
recommendations to guide the 
development of the Open Space Strategy, 
providing clear direction for planning, 
management and delivery of public open 
space in the shire.

The Community Assembly is a randomly 
selected group of around 25 residents 
who reflect the diversity of our community. 
Members will be independently recruited 
and chosen to reflect our population, 
including age, gender, location and other 
characteristics.

The Community Assembly will meet for an 
evening briefing and two full-day sessions 
in May 2022. 

Members of the Assembly will receive a 
total honorarium of $400, in recognition of 
their commitment.

Assembly selection will be managed 
by i.e. community, an independent 
organisation, which will also guide and 
support the Assembly members through 
the process. All expressions of interest will 
be treated in accordance with Council’s 
privacy policy.

How to get involved

If you or anyone in your household (16 
years or older) is interested in being a part 
of the Open Space Community Assembly, 
please register your interest at the link 
available on Council’s website. Visit www.
mrsc.vic.gov.au/yoursay to apply. 

Registrations close at midnight on Friday 
8 April

Note: Councillors, Council employees and 
their immediate families are not eligible 
to register.  For more information and to 
Have Your Say as a community member, 
www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/yoursay

If you would like to receive project 
updates, please register at mrsc.vic.
gov.au/open-space or call the Strategic 
Planning team on (03) 5422 0333.

SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN

Grants for primary producers 
affected by June 2021 storms
Grant assistance is now available under joint Commonwealth-State 
Disaster Recovery Funding to assist primary producers directly 
affected by the Victorian Floods and Storms which occurred from 
9-11 June 2021. These grants can help with the costs associated 
with clean up and recovery activities needed to reinstate their 
primary production enterprise.

The maximum grant amount available under this program is 
$25,000 (GST exclusive). Applications for grant assistance close on 
31 May 2022. To apply for a grant or to see if you are eligible, visit 
www.ruralfinance.com.au.

To be eligible for the grant, Macedon Ranges applicants must: 

• be a primary producer earning more than 50 per cent of their 
income from the farming business;*

• hold an Australian Business Number (ABN) and have held that 
ABN at the time of the disaster;

• have been engaged in carrying on the primary production 
enterprise when affected by the eligible disaster; and

• intend to re-establish the primary production enterprise.

Share your storm story, 
photos and videos
Council’s storm recovery team are collecting content which will 
be shared to mark the one-year anniversary of the June 2021 
storm. 

If you have written recollections, photos or videos of the June 
storm (or any subsequent storms) we’d love for you to share them 
with us. 

Share pictures, video or even tell us a little or a lot about; 

• Your experiences during the storm

• Your clean-up journey 

• Local wildlife and vegetation 

• Anything else relating to storm recovery 

Submit content to Monica Hill, Community Engagement Officer 
at mhill@mrc.vic.gov.au or if you have any questions, you’re 
welcome to call 0499 369 728.

SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN

Insure it. It’s 
worth it.
As we have experienced 
in the Macedon Ranges 
over the past year, storms 
and floods can happen 
unexpectedly and on an 
extreme scale. Working 
with residents who have 
experienced property 
damage from storm and flood events, Municipal Recovery 
Manager Tony Grimme said that having adequate and up-to-date 
insurance is one of the key factors in being able to recover as 
quickly and smoothly as possible. 

Damage from a storm, flood or fire can require a lot of money 
to repair. If you and your family were affected by an emergency, 
could you repair, replace and rebuild your most valued 
possessions?

Whether you’re an owner or a renter, there are insurance 
products on the market that can cover your home and household 
possessions. You might be surprised to discover how little it can 
cost to get enough insurance to cover it all.

Now is the time to financially prepare to make sure you and your 
family are ready if things go wrong. Insurance gives you peace of 
mind and helps you bounce back financially if disaster strikes. 

Getting insurance is easy if you follow our four steps:

1. Know your risk

2. Calculate the value of your belongings

3. Insure what matters to you

4. Protect your important documents

Download the ‘Insure it. It’s worth it’ guide DFFH developed 
with Good Shepherd to learn more about these steps and about 
the benefits of insurance: goodshep.org.au/publications/
toolkit-insure-it-its-worth-it/

Visit: insureit.vic.gov.au  to find out more. 

SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN 

shire news shire news
Council offers vouchers to support the 
next phase of business recovery

Assembly to help shape future of parks, 
waterways and reserves

Barristers & Solicitors

Resolving family and 
criminal law matters with 
respect and legal expertise JS Law

Family Law (parenting & property) • Criminal Law
Intervention Orders (family violence) • Wills

2/34 Urquhart Street, Woodend (also at 72 Queen St, Bendigo) by appointment only
For an appointment, call 03 5444 1181 • admin@jslaw.com.au • www.jslaw.com.au 

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation
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the good guide
Wine
Review
By Patrick Eckel

Introduction

It is go time in the Macedon 
Ranges, with most producers 
picking from early April all the way 
through to mid-May. It has been 
a somewhat cold and wet year, 
however a generally dry February 
and early March has hopefully set 
things up for a great vintage … 
time will tell. The wines this month 
come from a new producer in 
Enders Hill Farm, and another that 
is continuing to make their mark 
with a string of great releases over 
the last few years in Lyons Will 
Estate. 

2021 Enders Hill Farm 
Gruner Veltliner

The wine was produced at the 
Enders Hill Farm in Trentham, one 
of the coolest townships within the 
Macedon Ranges.

The wine has come in at 11.5% 
but lacks nothing in terms of fruit 
definition; affording a mineral drive 
and understated crunch of green 
apple and lime. The palate

has texture with a citrus flower-like 
thread, providing richness against 
mouth-coating citrus and custard 
apple. A faint peppery note gives 
another dimension to finish.

Drinking well now and over the 
next few years.

Rating: 90 | Price: $25 | When to 
Drink: 2022 - 2025

2019 Lyons Will Estate 
Gamay

A wine that now has a few years 
on it, and it has showed what 
time can do to a variety that offers 
significant pleasure on release. 
The wine has lost some of its 
youthful exuberance, which has 
been replaced by complex earthen 
influences alongside cranberry 
and red cherry. Tannins are fine, 
but textural and intertwined with 
understated spice and a bright 
line of acidity. The finish is long 
and green herbs meet glossy red 
cherry fruit with impressive length

Rating: 94 | Price: $40 | When to 
Drink: 2022 - 2026

‘Distilled by people who love their gin’

www.bigtreedistillery.com.au

Producers of  Farm Crafted Small 
Batch  Award Winning Gin
 - Support Local Buy Australian Spirits - 

Tasting  
Room 

Please check the Big Tree Distillery website for current opening times.
307 Hennerbergs Road, Newham, Macedon Ranges, Victoria.  Phone 1300 040 573

the good guide

aproomT
Your new local

COME IN AND EXPLORE OUR RANGE  

KOKO BLACK 
EASTER CHOCOLATES

 BOUTIQUE WINES
 CRAFT BEERS 

SPIRITS
 Follow us on instagram 

@woodend_wine 
Facebook @woodendwinestore

HAPPY
EASTER

woodendwinestore.com.au
woodendwinestore@icloud.com

03 5427 2228
42e Anslow st Woodend 

5427 2486
Shop 1-3 115 High Street Woodend

www.bourkies.com.au

OPEN DAILY  
from 7am

Local cafes battle for 
the Edgy Veg title 
This month, 13 local cafes in the Macedon 
Ranges Shire battle it out for the title of 
best plant-based dish of 2022 in the 
Edgy Veg Awards. 18 dishes have been 
submitted in total, and they are everything 
that you could imagine – full of crunch, 
bite, texture and taste! 

Take for example Woodend’s contenders 
– Milko, Hanging Rock Café and Paysanne. 

Milko has entered their famous Plant-
based Rueben, which combines a 
delicious tomato-based ‘neat-loaf’, their 
cashew cheese spread, Russian dressing 
& sauerkraut, all in a sour dough loaf. 
Delicious! 

Paysanne is serving up an equally popular 

dish simply titled ‘Sauteed Cauliflower’, 
which combines cauliflower with sweet 
potato, mushrooms, butter beans & 
jalapeno on toast with dukkah & hummus 
– plant-based cheese optional. 

Hanging Rock Café have two wonderful 
salads in the mix – a Morrocan Lentil 
Salad, and the other a citrusy quinoa and 
chickpea delight.

Not only are the dishes a taste sensation, 
but they also feature seasonal vegetables 
and the skills and creativity of local chefs. 
Each bite of veg you eat is also making 
you and the planet healthier. And the 
best news is that you, the customer gets 
to choose the winner, by scoring each 
dish out of 5 stars. If you need any more 
incentive – for every dish you rate, you go 

in the draw to win a weekend away. So 
this month, don’t scroll straight past the 
vego section of the menu, stop and try a 
dish – you might just be surprised at how 
delicious plant-based food can be!

For more info, go to veg.mrsg.org.au/
edgy-veg-awards. 
The Awards are part of 
the Autumn Festival, 
run by Veg Action 
and supported by 
the Macedon Ranges 
Shire Council and the 
Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group.
SUBMITTED BY CLAIRE ROWLAND, VEG ACTION.
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L a n d s c a p e  d e s i g n  I  P a v i n g
D e c k i n g  I  P e r g o l a s

R e t a i n i n g  w a l l s  I  L i g h t i n g
I r r i g a t i o n  I  R e a l  &  a r t i i c i a l  t u r f

P l a n t i n g  I  E x c a v a t o r  w e t  h i r e
a n d  m u c h  m o r e

info@mdmlawyers.com.au

▪ Administrative Law / VCAT Proceedings 
▪ Business & Commercial Transactions 
▪ Commercial & Civil Litigation 
▪ Conveyancing& Property 
▪ Criminal Law (including Family Violence & 

Intervention Matters) 
▪ Family Law 
▪ Franchising Law 
▪ Partnership 
▪ Personal Injuries Litigation 
▪ Powers of Attorney, Guardianship & 

Administration of Estates 
▪ Retail & Commercial Leases

WOODEND OFFICE
110 High Street, 
WOODEND VIC. 3442
T:   +61 8290 0277

ESSENDON OFFICE
Level 1, 268 Keilor Road
ESSENDON NORTH VIC. 3041
T: 03 9338 8511

Educating the next generation about 
water conservation and climate change 
is just one of the ways Greater Western 
Water (GWW) positively impacts our 
communities.

GWW provides free presentations and 
resources to preschools, childcare 
centres, and primary and secondary 
schools across our service region. The 
GWW team uses fun and engaging ways 
to teach kids everything they need to 
know about this precious resource.

Participants learn easy, practical ways to 
save water at home, interesting water 
facts, and how the water cycle works. 

GWW’s education team offers virtual 

and in-person presentations, following 
a COVIDSafe plan that reflects current 
COVIDSafe settings

Book your presentation

To find out how your classroom or 
community group can get waterwise, 
contact the GWW education team on  
education@gww.com.au or 0404 865 
597.

SUBMITTED BY JESSICA JURY

woodend
hydronic heating & cooling

For more information contact:
Chris Short  
m: 0400 774 302 email: info@woodendhydronicheating.com.au

Specialising in new builds  
& existing homes

Stylish, clean, silent energy 
efficient heating

Locally based & servicing the 
surrounding areas

Refrigerated Cooling
• Wall hung split systems
• Cassette units
• Ducted units
• Bulkhead hideaway units

Hydronic Heating
• Radiator panels
• Heated towel rails
• Slab heating
• Trench element
• Wood fired boilers

Water education creates ripple effect 

For a printed version of the 
Your Goodbye and Your Story 
booklets call our Kyneton 
Office on 03 5422 6455.

www.tjscottandson.com.au

In the end, 
how will 

they know 
your wishes?
Your Goodbye

 matters.

Photo: Local children get water wise with 
Greater Western Water      

The Kyneton  
Horticultural Autumn 
show will be a virtual 
one this year.
All details are on the website 
www.khs1894.com under the 
heading of Autumn Flower 
Show.

Entries must be received by 
email no later than 12 noon 
on Saturday 2 April, 2022.

Stephen Ryan has kindly 
offered to judge the entries.

This is a wonderful 
opportunity to show what 
you grow.

All enquiries to be directed to 
the President, Nicholas Scott 
on 54 235 199

www.thinkalikestore.com

50% off a huge range of 
summer clothing

  

new arrivals
+

shop 2, 130 high st woodend 

Read us online:  www.newwoodendstar.com/view
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REFRESH,  
REVITALISE 

   Anti-Ageing Facials
+ Peels
 Microdermabrasion
 Cosmetic Injectables

5428 8800 
3/31 Brantome St, Gisborne 
www.thespa.com.au

+ RENEW
  
 Massages
 Waxing
 Manicures + Pedicures

Micro Needling

health & wellbeing

  Spectacles

  Sunglasses

  Cataract Assessments

  Contact Lenses

  Macula Screening

  Kids Vision

Your LOCAL Optometrists

www.kosmacandclemens.com.au
5427 4577

Just next to K Hub

PS My Family Matters and Sunbury Cobaw 
Community Health are presenting a 
community forum- ‘What to do in a mental 
health emergency’- 6.30-7.30pm, 6 April 
at the Hume Global Learning Centre, 40 
Macedon Street, Sunbury. 

The forum will feature guest speakers 
from Victoria Police, Ambulance Victoria 
and Sunbury Cobaw Community Health. 
A key focus of the evening will be ‘What 
can you do to prepare for a mental health 
emergency?’Taking time to sit down and 
develop a crisis care plan with, or on behalf 
of the person you care for may assist you at 
a time of crisis. A crisis care plan needs to 

be planned before an event. This will allow 
you to have thought about it thoroughly 
prior to an event happening. Anything that 
can be done to lower the levels of stress 
and anguish at the time of a crisis could 
prove valuable, save time and ensure 
that both you and the person you care for 
receive the best available care and support.

All participants at the forum will receive 
a template of a mental health emergency 
plan. Copies will also be available online.

Light refreshments will be served, and there 
will be opportunity to ask questions during 
the forum.

The event is free. Bookings are essential 
-- please call 0475 269 965 to reserve a 
place, or go to TryBooking at https://www.
trybooking.com/BXCNO  

For further details/information, please 
contact Mike Hamer on 0411 549 432

SUBMITTED BY MIKE HAMER

Is your COVID-19 
Vaccination ‘up to 
date’?
The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation 
(ATAGI) has updated the definition from ‘fully vaccinated’ 
to ‘up to date’, emphasising the importance of being ‘up 
to date’ with immunisation, particularly for those who are at 
higher risk of severe disease.

To now be considered up to date, you must receive all 
recommended doses for your age and health status. This 
terminology applies to:

* people aged 16 and over who have received all three doses

* people aged five to 15 who have received a full course of 
vaccination, who are not otherwise immunocompromised.

People aged 70+ are now eligible for the in-home vaccination 
service for their first, second or third dose, making it easier for 
them to remain up to date. Not only will those aged 70+ be 
vaccinated, everyone in the household that is eligible can also 
be vaccinated during the same visit. In-home vaccination is 
also available at aged care facilities.

To book your vaccination appointment, call the Coronavirus 
Hotline on 1800 675 398 (8am–8pm, 7 days a week) or visit 
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/book-your-vaccine-appointment.

SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN 

Support to help you stay in        
your home

Most people want to stay in their homes for as long as possible 
as they get older. Commonwealth Home Support Program 
services can provide the extra support you need to stay 
independent and living safely at home.

During April and May, Macedon Ranges Shire Council is 
holding free information sessions across the Macedon Ranges 
for older people, their families and carers, to explain:

• What the Commonwealth Home Support Program is and 
who can benefit 

• Services available locally

• How you can access support

• Approximate costs.

• The information sessions will be held from 10am to 12 noon 
at:

• Kyneton Mechanics Institute on 26 April 2022

• Riddells Creek Community Centre on 3 May 2022

• Woodend Community Centre on 12 May 2022

• Romsey Mechanics Institute on 17 May 2022

• Macedon Community Centre on 23 May 2022

• Online on 30 May 2022.

COVID-safety measures will be implemented at the live 
sessions and free transport can be arranged if you do not have 
access to transport. An online session will be held for those 
who prefer not to attend in person or cannot attend one of the 
face-to-face sessions.

We encourage older residents to come along to an information 
session to find out what support is available in the Shire to help 
you age well in your own home.

SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE CHAPMAN 

health & wellbeing
Developing a Mental Health Crisis Care plan
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Refrigerated Cooling
• Wall hung split systems  • Cassette units
• Ducted units      • Bulkhead hideaway units

Hydronic Heating 
• Radiator panels • Heated towel rails
• Slab heating • Trench elements
• Wood fired boilers 

Consultation in the studio, Zoom or email
Life Direction readings, life purpose readings. I can also do 
email reports for those not able to do face-to-face readings.

Jahne Hope-Williams
TAROT Reader / Author / Artist / Yogi
www.jhwilliam.online

WAKE UP FROM THE DREAM OF LIFE. 
DISCOVER YOURSELF.

Remember who you used to 
be before you were YOU.
Reincarnation is a phenomenon that 
fascinates everyone. What is it that 
incarnates? What is the soul? Do we 
have the same personality from life to life? The same sex, 
or indeed, alternatively, any sex at all? You don’t need to 
believe in re-incarnation to get benefit from this work

A Past Life Tarot Reading is able access forgotten 
memories of other incarnations. It is an innovative approach 
that appeals to all ages. Whether these glimpses represent 
past life-memories, archetypes of the psyche, or metaphors 
of current life activities, they can be linked with and evoked 
in this work. It is a fresh look at consciousness...the pattern 
of awareness, intentions, and reflection that permieates the 
cosmos. At its best, it is consciousness-expanding work.

Email yogafirst@netcon.net.au for information, bookings or 
enquiries.

 
 
 
 
 

NO SURCHARGES - NO BOOKING FEES - NO TOLLS 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

0468 347 742 

AIRPORT & CITY TRANSFERS 

PRE-BOOKED at a FIXED PRICE 
 

Your local driver servicing  
the Macedon Ranges 

www.sunrangeshirecars.com.au 
 

rtedgar.com.au  
10 High Street Kyneton

 124 High Street Woodend 
25 B & C Hamilton Street Gisborne

5422 3325
5427 1222
5428 8633

K
N

26
24

86

Interest in the Macedon Ranges and surrounding areas is currently at an all-time high.  
Surpassing all expectations, we have sold numerous properties in record time, well over anticipated 

prices and still have excellent buyers from around the country looking to buy immediately.

Why Wait? 

 Call and arrange for an experienced Sales Agent to appraise your property now.

     Gisborne  5428 8633    gisborne@rtedgarmr.com.au
     Woodend 5427 1222   woodend@rtedgarmr.com.au
     Kyneton 5422 3325   kyneton@rtedgarmr.com.au

Outstanding Agents, Exceptional Results!

95 Slatey Creek Road, Woodend 

158 Mahers Road, Lancefield

92 Embley Court, Romsey

42 Wyralla Crescent, Gisborne

24 Lavenders Lane, Kyneton

121 Benson Road, Gisborne South

359 Bolgers Lane, Newham

66 Trio Road, Kyneton

Sold $1.355M Sold $1.77M

Sold Sold

Sold $2.25M Sold

Sold $1.75M Sold $1.6M

Contact Leonie Barker on 0413 869 583 or  
www.woodendselfstorage.com.au for a quote.

We have 110 storage units 
in 5 different sizes to meet your needs.

Trailer hire available.
Affordable prices.

7 day accesses.
Insurance available.

Woodend 
Self Storage 
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The Woodend & District Heritage Society

Off to the Races
The Woodend Racing Club started in 1860, with a two-day 
program in December featuring the Railway Cup, with prize 
money of 20 sovereigns, which was won by Commodore, 
belonging to Edward Dryden, and the Dalhousie Handicap, with 
prize money of 40 sovereigns. Mr Dryden was one of several 
locals who bred thoroughbred race horses.

The course was situated on a big hill north of Five Mile Creek. The 
number of entries was sometimes low, and eventually, in 1888, 
the Shire Engineer announced that this was because the route 
was too dangerous. He proposed moving the course to the flat 
south of Five Mile Creek – a much safer area for horses and riders.

In 1902, the committee  had decided that any donation over 10 
shillings and six pence would entitle membership for a year. The 
first meeting on the new course was held on 26 January 1903. 
Admission was 5 shillings to the saddling paddock and 1 shilling 
to the ground. To broaden the appeal of racing, in 1909 the club 
included a pony race in the November meeting. In the spirit of 
the times, in 1916, the Woodend and Hanging Rock Racing clubs 
held a joint meeting to raise funds for the war effort. That year, 
the club bought four blocks of crown land on Forest Street, to 
enable the length of a race to be a mile, as this was becoming an 
established distance.

Race days became increasingly popular, many activities were 
held, and the club became an active part of Woodend’s social 
life. Improvements were steadily made, such as a PA system 
and the photo tower. Despite stiff opposition from locals, 
the Victorian Racecourse Licences Board amalgamated the 
Woodend Club with Kyneton in 1982. In beautiful weather, 
the last race day drew record crowds, who dressed in period 
costumes – a fitting finale.

SUBMITTED BY JANE HOLTH

Photo 696: Looking west across Woodend Racecourse during a race with the 
ambulance following on inside track. This photo clearly shows the grandstand 

and patrons, car park and a number of other significant buildings. In the 
foreground is the Stewards Tower, with the white ladder up to it. There were 
4-5 of these towers. Another can just be seen behind the horses at the turn 

into the straight. The high angular structure near the grandstand housed the 
photofinish tower, the judges’ tower and the board where the placegetters’ 
numbers were displayed. The Nissen hut beyond the carpark was used for 

storing the starting stalls.

Photo 704: The exercise yard at Woodend Racecourse, looking south 
across to houses in Forest St. Corrugated iron horse stalls can be seen in 

the background, to the right and in the right foreground of the photo. The 
photo was taken pre-1960, as extra stalls were added in that year and later 

altered by a Mr.Grinter.

Woodend Ladies Pairs champs 2022
Rosalie Campbell and Lois Scott have won the Woodend Ladies 
Pairs Championship, defeating defending champions Pat Morgan 
and Anne Dornau 14-9 in the Final. 

It's been a good year for Rosalie, who also won the Ladies 
Singles. 

Woodend Men’s Pairs champs 2022
Norm Bickerdyke and Mike Dornau are the Woodend Men’s Pairs 
Champions for 2022, defeating Stephen Pickles and John Fisher 
in a very warm Final. It was a close match up to the 13th end, with 
teams swapping the lead with no more than a 2-shot gap. On the 
13th end, the winners scored a 4, which gave them a lead of 5, 
with two ends to play. Norm and Mike finished up winning 14-11. 

It was the pair's second club Pairs Championship, having also 
won in 2019 and capped up a good year for Norm, who won the 
Men’s Singles ahead of John Fisher. 

Woodend Pairs winners 2022
Twenty-four Woodend members recently played in the annual 
O'Brien Pairs Event in front of a group of enthusiastic spectators. 
Norm Bickerdyke and Pat Morgan won the Overall with a score of 
46+20, ahead of John Shaw and Judy Condon, 44+9. The event 
was held over three games of 8 ends -- 4-2-4, as well as 3 and 2 
Bowl games. 

The winner of the 4-2-4 game was Cliff Staggard, and Daryl 
Bown, 3 Bowl winners John Brama and Tim Webber, and 2 Bowl 
winners Stephen Pickles and Christin Gillman. First Resting 
Toucher was Cliff Staggard, a Perfect 6 score in the 3 Bowls game 
was Cliff and Daryl, and Wrong Bias to Stephen Pickles at a critical 
point when that game was 7-all. 

Thanks to the O'Brien family for the first prize money and Bourkies 
Bakehouse for a generous donation of vouchers.

Mixed Pairs champions decided
The Bickerdykes (Norm and Marg -- on the left of the photo) 
defeated the Dornaus (Anne and Mike) in the Mixed Pairs Club 
Championship. Both teams had comfortable victories in the semi-
finals and the Bickerdykes continued their form for a convincing 
victory in the Grand Final. It was a hat trick for Norm, having also 
won the Men’s Singles and Men’s Pairs, the third Grand Final 
appearance for Anne, having finished runner-up in the Ladies’ 
Singles and Pairs, and the second Grand Final for Mike, having 
won the Mens’ Pairs with Norm.

Congratulations to the winners and runners-up in all events and, 
of course, to all players for competing. The 21 Up and 100 Up 
competitions are still to be completed.

Woodend team on top of ladder
At the end of the home-and-away season, our Woodend Saturday 
Division 2 team finished on top of the ladder. We unfortunately 
lost the first final to Kyneton Golf, but with the second chance, we 
returned the following week to play Romsey – the result will be in 
the next issue.

Our Saturday Division 3 team and Midweek teams all 
unfortunately missed the finals, with players putting in an 
excellent effort during the season. If you are interested in playing 
Pennant Bowls with us next season, it will kick off around October.

Whilst the competitive season is now finished, the Woodend 
Bowling Club has Social Bowls every Wednesday afternoon from 
12.30pm. It’s a great way to introduce yourself to the game if you 
have never played before, in a relaxed and friendly environment.
Check out our website and Facebook page

For more information, call t 5407 9920, email admin@
woodendbowlscliub.com, or www.woodendbowlsclub.weebly.
com. You can also follow us on Facebook.

SUBMITTED BY MIKE DORNAU, PRESIDENT WOODEND BOWLING CLUB 
INC.

Discovery Day update
Woodend Hanging Rock Petanque Club, in conjunction with 
Woodend Pony Club held a great day of music, Pony Club 
exhibition, animal petting, pony rides, food, vans, beers, gin 
and cider.

The new piste petanque play area was used by many visitors to 
experience the great family game that is petanque.

Remember, we are at Old Woodend Racecourse on Mondays 
from 3.45pm until April-end (except public holidays), then from 
2.45pm … Come along and try our game!

SUBMITTED BY CHINKA STEEL

WOODEND HANGING ROCK
PÉTANQUE CLUB

www.petanqueattherock.com.au

THURSDAY EVENINGS - 5 PM - OCTOBER TILL APRIL
NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED - TUITION GIVEN
ALL AGES WELCOME

BBQ AND BYO
MAKE NEW FRIENDS
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macedonrangesglass.com.au
estimating@macedonrangesglass.com.au

6/5 Ladd Rd New Gisborne  Ph 5428 2899 
89E Piper St Kyneton  Ph 5422 1724

GLASS REPLACEMENTS, SHOWER SCREENS, SPLASHBACKS, MIRRORS & PET DOORS

Call Steven 
0402 079 482

 PAINTING

 

�ardvark Painting 
ABN: 49 178 405 936 

All Painting Works 
Associated Repairs 
Discounts Available 
Call for a Free Quote 

0488 094 186 / 0488 095 186 
staff@apainting.com.au  /  www.apainting.com.au 

�ardvark Painting 
ABN: 49 178 405 936 

All Painting Works 
Associated Repairs 
Discounts Available 
Call for a Free Quote 

0488 094 186 / 0488 095 186 
staff@apainting.com.au  /  www.apainting.com.au 

 HANDYMAN

 PAINTING

 PLUMBING AND GAS FITTING

Paul Gaskin 
Qualified Carpenter

0438 440 986
Decks, Pergolas
Bathrooms, Renovations 
& all your carpentry needs,
throughout the 
Macedon Ranges
Free quotes

paulgaskin12@yahoo.com.au

 CARPENTRY

CARPET CLEANING

Call Steven 
0402 079 482

PAINTING

EXCAVATION

colorbond ‒ paling
picket & heritage

pools ‒ retaining walls ‒ gates  

Laurie 0419 005 185

HOME RENOVATION

Cheap ‘n’ Neat - Excavations
12 mtr tipper

all excavation & bobcat work
site clean / level

concrete / rubbish removal
post hole drilling
demolition work

crush rock / sand / soil supplied

Les 0418 556 634 
cheapnneat627@gmail.com

BVM METALCRAFT 
                                 Ben McKee 

                         GATE AUTOMATION 
                      OLDWORLD & MODERN STYLE 

GATES AND FENCING 
                                   bvmmetalcraft.com.au  

    ben@bvmmetalcraft.com.au 
04 222 88 768 

METAL CRAFTED GATES AND FENCES

MOWING

CLEANING

Need help managing 
your home?

Not enough hours in your day?

Stephen Farrell
Personal Services 

Very reasonable rates 
Through out the Macedon Ranges
Phone  0419 526 275

CARPENTRY

Paul Gaskin 
Qualifi ed Carpenter

0438 440 986
Decks, Pergolas
Bathrooms, Renovations 
& all your carpentry needs,
throughout the 
Macedon Ranges
Free quotes

paulgaskin12@yahoo.com.au

Midland Carpet Cleaning
steam cleaning specialists in:

  Domestic & commercial carpets
Mats of any size & office chairs

Lounge suites, car interiors
Duct cleaning from $15 Per Point

Call Barry 
for a free quote & advice:

M: 0400 817 048 P: 5422 6493

CARPET CLEANING

Minor repairs      Dripping Taps 
Basic Carpentry  Tiling 
Fence repairs      Paving 
Gardening      Painting 
Mowing                Odd Jobs 

Servicing the Macedon Ranges 
Honest  Reliable  Friendly  &  Local 

 

MOWING

�ardvark Painting 
ABN: 49 178 405 936 

All Painting Works 
Associated Repairs 
Discounts Available 
Call for a Free Quote 

0488 094 186 / 0488 095 186 
staff@apainting.com.au  /  www.apainting.com.au 

�ardvark Painting 
ABN: 49 178 405 936 

All Painting Works 
Associated Repairs 
Discounts Available 
Call for a Free Quote 

0488 094 186 / 0488 095 186 
staff@apainting.com.au  /  www.apainting.com.au 

HANDYMAN

FENCING AND GATES

Specialising in
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Pergolas & Decks

• General Maintenance
• Preparation for Sale • Rental Properties

Specialising in
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Pergolas & Decks

• Extensions • General Maintenance
• Preparation for Sale • Rental Properties

Call Mark now to arrange a free quote
••• Reliable••• Local ••• Professional •••

Mob: 0411 555 925 

ELECTRIC SERVICES

RURAL RESIDENTIAL MOWING 
SERVICE 

Mowing Services for Small Acreage Rural Residential Properties in Woodend, Kyneton and 
surrounding areas. 

We mow from 1 Acre upwards and are happy to mow around the Homestead on Bigger 
Properties. 

   R R MOWING 
          Call or email for a quote 

       M: 0418 644 903  /  E: rrmowing@hotmail.com 

Mowing Services for Small Acreage Rural 
Residential Properties in Woodend, Kyneton  

and surrounding areas. 
We mow from 1 Acre upwards and are happy to 

mow around the Homestead on Bigger Properties. 
R R MOWING - Call or email for a quote 

       M: 0418 644 903  /  E: rrmowing@hotmail.com

PAINTING PLUMBING  AND  GAS FITTING

Hot Water Units - Gas Fitting - Split Systems 
Hydronic Heating - Rain Water Systems 

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations

Servicing Macedon Ranges - No job too small 
Paul Murphy 0438 298 659

Grass 
Slashing

call John Porta
0413 716 004

PAINTING

 ARBORIST

Josh Nicholas  |  0431 764 750
Professional Arborists servicing the Macedon Ranges

jueshuex@yahoo.com | thetreedavinci.com.au

 prebooking prefered 24/7
bookings@crowncabs.com.au

ELECTICICAL SERVICES

        

 

TREE MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL

 

TAXI SERVICE

DRIVING INSTRUCTIONS

 TAXI SERVICES

PLUMBING 

 CAB SERVICES

 DRAFTING SERVICES

 CAB SERVICES TREE SERVICES

With over 25yrs experience
servicing the Macedon Ranges and beyond

Brett Franke:  Registered Building Practitioner 

  Call Brett  0408 054 472

DESIGN AND 
DRAFTING 
SERVICE
Construction plans   
Design concepts 
Town planning  
applications 

 HOME RENOVATION

HOME RENOVATIONS & MAINTENANCE
Specialising in

kitchens | bathrooms | pergolas and decks 
general maintenance | prepare for sale 

rental properties

RELIABLE - LOCAL - PROFESSIONAL
Call Mark now to arrange a free quote 

Mob  0411 555 925

SPACE FOR RENT

HANDYMAN SERVICE
Servicing the Macedon Ranges

honest, reliable, friendly and local

Phone Peter 
0431 252 477

Minor repairs
Basic carpentry
Fence repairs
Mowing 

Dripping Taps
Gardening
Painting
Odd Jobs

Blocked Drains | Hot Water
Bathroom Renovation

0431 138 101

Local Plumbing Solutions 
for the Macedon Ranges

www.kennedysplumbing.com.au

Available Space 
$50 per month

MACEDON GARDENING

HIGH QUALITY,  RELIABLE, AFFORDABLE  
14 years experience in the Macedon Ranges. Highly trained 

staff, fully insured and available for regular care or one off jobs.

Garden design  |  Planting   |  Landscaping  | Pruning  
 Hedging   |  Weeding   |  Mowing  |  Green removal

Ian and Melanie Matthews 
0402 464 600

www.facebook.com/macedongardening

Contact Vlad 0400 563 563 
E: info@storagewoodend.com.au

22 Wood Street
SECURE SELF STORAGE UNITS
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Sacred Heart College Kyneton is a 
Catholic secondary school in the Mercy 
tradition, offering a caring and safe learning 
environment. When students commence 
at the College as Year 7s they join a 
community skilled in providing a carefully 
planned transition experience, tailored to 
the needs of young people moving from 
the primary to secondary setting.

In 2020, the College added a further level 
of leadership and support to the roles of 
Home Room Teacher and Year Level Leader, 
with the introduction of the positions 
of Head of Junior (Years 7-9) and Senior 
(Years 10-12) School. These positions 
have overseen the growth of the Junior 
and Senior experience, with a particular 
focus on student wellbeing, working in 
partnership with parents, and with the 
ultimate aim of nurturing each student to 
reach their potential. 

The College is immensely proud of the 
wellbeing programs in place for students. 
The SHC Wellbeing Framework underpins 
areas of personal development for students 
in these year levels. Known as Compass 
for students in Junior School – focusing 
on the values of Respect, Service and 
Hospitality, and DRIVE in the Senior School 
incorporating the values of Justice, Service 
and Courage.

Our newest students are supported by 
our experienced staff as well as Year 9 
students who undertake training to assist as 
members of the Peer Support Team. These 
students plan and deliver activities to help 
with the transition of Year 7s across the first 
half of the year and also assist with activities 
during the Grade 5 visits to the College.

The first day of Term 1 has a wellbeing 
focus for all students at the College. This 

provides all age groups with an opportunity 
to meet and learn more about those in 
their Home Room before the business 
of the year commences. For Year 7s, this 
wellbeing focus continues throughout Term 
1 including a full day excursion to Melton 
Waves and later 3 days at camp in Kinglake 
– all opportunities to make new friends 
while having fun and developing skills and 
teamwork beyond the classroom.

The Curriculum for students in Year 7 and 
8 includes a broad range of subject areas. 
Opportunities for subject selection are 
provided for students commencing Year 
9,  and all Junior School students are able 
to share their completed project work 
with the broader college community, 
through participation in the Junior School 
Showcase, held annually in October. 

As students approach their final months in 
Year 9, they begin the process of learning 
about subject selection and the world of 
opportunities on offer during the Senior 
School years. The year culminates with the 
Year 9 Graduation,  as students mark the 
half way point of their secondary journey.

We encourage all those in our local 
community currently considering options 
for their children’s secondary journey to 
learn more about the diverse educational 
offerings of Sacred Heart College Kyneton, 
by visiting the College website, or 
attending our approaching Open Evening 
on Thursday 28 April from 4pm – 8pm. 
Further information is provided on the 
College website – www.shckyneton.
catholic.edu.au 

SUBMITTED BY JENNIFER BALDWIN

Open Evening 
Thursday 28 April, 4:00pm - 8:00pm

Book Online: shckyneton.catholic.edu.au

Hands on activities, information sessions and displays 

- lots to see and do.

Sacred Heart College Kyneton www.shckyneton.catholic.edu.au
T: 5421 1238  E: dlawrence@shckyneton.catholic.edu.au

Caring for the whole student at SHC

Photo: Year 7 students enjoying the recent camp at 
Kinglake

Photo: Year 9 students with Jodie Wattie, Head of Junior 
School


