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Rotary Club of Woodend improves education opportunities for
girls at the Mwast Vanuatu school

The Rotary Club of Woodend completed a new school building in
a remote village in Vanuatu, and during the opening ceremony in
February last year, attended by 16 Rotarians and friends, the women
of the group learned that many local girls did not attend school
during their menstrual cycle, due to their families being unable to
provide the necessary products. An initiative was devised by the
group to engage a social enterprise called Mamma'’s Laef in a small
village outside Port Vila to manufacture washable and re-useable
sanitary pads, providing both employment for women in the village
to work with the enterprise, and an opportunity for girls to attend
school more regularly. Seventy-five kits, each containing ten pads,

Rotary
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awet bag and a carry bag with instructions have now been ordered
and delivered to our partners, the Rotary Club of Santo on the island
of Espiritu Santo, where our school building is located.

The women of the Rotary Club of Santo will shortly deliver the kits
and carry out training for the girls of the Mwast school. Once the kits
are in use, the girls will be able to attend school regularly, which will
enhance their education.

The photo shows the group from Woodend Rotary attending the
school opening last year, and then meeting with the members of
Mamma'’s Laef mid-July.
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A welcome, above-average month of rainfall, after ten

consecutive below-average months.

We recorded 108.5 mm in June, compared to the

June average of 91 mm.

Year-to-date is 262.8 mm, which is still about 90
mm below the long-term average for this stage of

Month 2021 2022

the year.
Poter Yates

January 926 1408
February 324 20
March 470 73.2
April 15.2 89.6

May 83.0 394

June | 183.6 84.8

July | 1156 524
August 56.0| 1308
September 728 150.2
October | 1020 | 234.6
November 912 | 1070
December 45.0 376

Totalmm 9364 11424

NB: averages vary due to jgunding

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted ads, for sale or job vacancies.

We will prepare your advert with your text.

WANTED Grazing land

for lease or agistment - MACEDON RANGES

Regenerative land management principles used.
Stud cattle operation.

Will maintain and improve farm infrastructure,
control invasive weeds, improve pastures.
Property must have access to a reliable water
source (dam, bore, water catchment).

Please call Matthew to discuss
0403297737

WE BUY

CAR - CARAVAN - MOTORHOME

0418 183 360

Cash - Bank Cheque - Finance Paid Out - EFT

SELL TODAY

LMCT 10132 SHD 0015048
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THURSDAYS

9.15am = 10am

Buffalo Sports Stadium, Woodend
- info@mindfulminismovement.com.au
- @mindfulmini.s
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Call for Expression of Interest
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acancy currently exists on The New Woodend Star
Management Committee.
ou are interested and want more information give
Josephine a call at 0458 525 671.

The New Woodend Star is a not-for-profit project of the

Rotary Club of Woodend

The New Woodend Star and the Rotary Club of Woodend acknowledge the Dja Dja Wurrung, Taungurung and Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Peoples and their
Ancestors as the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the lands of the Macedon Ranges on which we meet, work and live. We recognise their living
culture and continuous connection to the land and waters in our area and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

Strategic vision key to Dja Dja Wurrung success

DJAARA, the Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation,
recently demonstrated its vision and leadership with the launch of
two strategic documents, the implementation of which will continue
to benefit all who live, work and play on Djandak (Dja Dja Wurrung
Country).

In a celebration attended by more than 100 people, including
Elders and community members, and high-level representatives of
government agencies and business, DJAARA unveiled the revised
Dhelkunya Dja, Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Country Plan (2014-2034),
and Wuktjarrang — Trading Our Way, DJAARA's first Economic
Strategy.

Dhelkunya Dja (which means ‘healing Country’ in Dja Dja Wurrung
language) was developed by Djaara (Dja Dja Wurrung People) over
a decade ago as the Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation
signed a Recognition and Settlement Agreement (RSA) with the
State of Victoria.

Interim Dja Dja Wurrung Group CEO Cassandra Lewis described the
Dhelkunya Dja Country Plan as the foundational roadmap and 20-
year vision for Dja Dja Wurrung People, Country and Culture.

“At the halfway mark, we've delivered on so many of the objectives
we set out to achieve,” Ms Lewis said.

“Ten years ago, the Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation
was a small, single entity, with a modest team, focused primarily on
securing rights and recognition for Dja Dja Wurrung People.

“Today, we are a large, thriving organisation with multiple
enterprises that enable us to achieve more goals, across many fronts.

“We are a mob that gets things done,” Ms Lewis said.

The Dja Dja Wurrung Group (DJAARA and its enterprises) works in
collaboration with partners to improve the health of our land and
waterways by bringing Dja Dja Wurrung traditional knowledge and
practices together with Western natural resource management
methods; to share Dja Dja Wurrung Culture and language in public
space and through tourism, cultural arts and education; to develop
bush foods and bring bush tucker back to Country; and more.

Now with more than 200 staff, the Group has become one of Central
Victoria’s large employers, stimulating significant economic activity
across the region.

The Dja Dja Wurrung Group has demonstrated its capabilities across
a broad range of areas, as equal partners.

In the implementation of Dhelkunya Dja, the Group has negotiated
agreements and partnerships with many organisations, including
local government, natural resource management agencies, and
business.

The Dhelkunya Dja Country Plan is important as a guiding document
not only for DJAARA and its enterprises, but also for those engaging
with us and walking together in collaboration.

What has not changed in the Dhelkunya Dja review are the nine
goals at the heart of the plan, which remain just as relevant today.

“At the halfway mark of Dhelkunya Dja’s 20-year vision and schedule
of actions, our aspirations remain steadfast: to uphold the health and
wellbeing of Djaara and Djandak, and our living Culture,” Ms Lewis
said.

“This refreshed Dhelkunya Dja is more than a look back; it's a
powerful step forward. It sets us up to continue to deliver for People
and for Country, for now and for generations to come.”

The document is the foundation for a range of DJAARA strategies,
which further guide the Group’s work.

Wuktjarrang — Trading Our Way, DJAARA’s new economic strategy
builds on Dhelkunya Dja Goal 8: Murrunayangu (we all live, thrive)
—We have a strong and diverse economic base to provide for our
health and wellbeing, and strengthen our living Culture.

Dja Dja Wurrung Clans
Aboriginal Corporation

The Strategy outlines the way Djaara (Dja
Dja Wurrung People) do business. It's a
statement of the intent to continue the
Traditional Owner economy — an economy where the purpose of
exchange is to uphold or improve the wellbeing of People, Country
and Culture, and the relationships between them.

Wouktjarrang means ‘exchange belonging to us’ in Dja Dja Wurrung
language, and Wuktjarrang — Trading Our Way explains how we'll
continue practising Cultural Ways in a contemporary setting: how the
Traditional Owner economy can operate in today’s world.

Developed by Djaara Knowledge Holders and Dja Dja Wurrung
Group staff, Wuktjarrang — Trading Our Way also demonstrates the
significant contribution the Group makes to all communities and the
broader economy. This includes creating environments that increase
liveability, attracting families, businesses and investors seeking
prosperity.

Wuktjarrang — Trading Our Way offers a positive cultural and
economic framework to respond to the needs of today, and to

again generate wealth without having to compromise on integrity of
cultural values and obligations to Country.

“Both these documents will be instrumental to Djaara achieving
self-determination — including economic self-determination. And the
impact of our work is far-reaching, creating positive outcomes for all
communities on Dja Dja Wurrung Country,” Ms Lewis said.

Find the strategies on DJAARA’s Resources page:

Dhelkunya Dja, Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Country Plan:
djadjawurrung.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/
Dhelkunya-Dja-Country-Plan-2014-2034.pdf

SUBMITTED BY SIMONE EGGER
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SOON TO BRIGHTEN
UP WINTER!

Is www.pestle.com.au

94/130 High St, Woodend
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The Black Forest Sawmill: More
than meets the eye

You may have driven past recently, or you may also remember
the old days when the Black Forest Sawmill was a thriving
operating mill, processing timber products sourced from our
local and surrounding forests. Operating at the current site in
Woodend, the sawmill first opened in the mid 1950s and with
the amalgamation of other nearby mills in 1974, the Black Forest
Sawmill continued to operate until the early 2000s, when State
Government forestry policies forced the closure of the working
mill.

The site is now home to a range of local businesses and
community groups who utilise the space to provide products and
services to the local Macedon Ranges community. The site has
also become a hub for community activity as the headquarters
for the Woodend Men's Shed. Visitors to the mill site will find a
variety of businesses that provide specialty timber, custom made
furniture and timber products, as well as bespoke timber and
aluminium windows and doors and glass products. Whatever
you are after, make sure your first step is to call in to the mill and
have a chat with one of the local business operators.

Current Businesses located at the mill:
¢ Timbersearch Australia: New and Recycled Timber

* Macedon Ranges Timber Tops: Custom made furniture
specialists

¢ Evolve Windows / Macedon Ranges Timber Windows &
Doors: Custom built windows and doors

N

EVOLVEWINDOWS &

MACEDON RANGES

* Diamond Trusses: Locally manufactured timber trusses and
supplier of wall frames

* Specialised Glass and Glazing: Glass supply and
replacements, shower screens, pool Fencing

¢ CDM Earthmoving and Landscaping: General earthmoving
and landscaping

*  Woodend Men's Shed: Community group providing a setting
for men to meet and mix

SUBMITTED BY SCOTT VERNON

REPLACE YOUR WINDOWS,

SAVE ONBILLS

UPGRADE TO HIGH-PERFORMANCE

WINDOWS & DOORS

Igation free.

b

BOOK YOURFREE
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

0387469777
info@evolvewindows.com.au
evolvewindows.com.au

988 Black Forest Drive, Woodend
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Your real estate partners in
every step of the journey!

g,

59 Marsella Court, Woodend
$1,785,000 - $1,825,000

e

(RHYS NUTTALL)
0438 383 221

rhys@boundrealestate.com.au

( DAMIEN WALDER)

0439 391 569

damien@boundrealestate.com.au

Agents also servicing Castlemaine

( CAROLYN RYAN)

0407 393 079

21 Parkers Lane, Woodend
$1,925,000 - $2,095,000

boundrealestate.com.au

(LYNNE PAYNE )
0479 068 228

lynne@boundrealestate.com.au

carolyn@boundrealestate.com.au

Daylesford & Hepburn Shire

Sunbury

Scan the QR Code to visit our website:

( PAUL BOHAN)
0413 594 224

paul@boundrealestate.com.au

( ALEX WHITE )

0488 990 212

alex@boundrealestate.com.au

Toorak | South Yarra

Prahran

( SHANTELLE CARDWELL-SMITH)

0421217 582

shantelle@boundrealestate.com.au

Windsor

Albert Park | Port Melbourne



Congratulations Woodend... we’re on the move! Rotary on The move
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For Sales Enquiries or No Obligation Free Appraisal contact our Sales Team ' I . - .
Beverley Higgs 0448 271222 | Jason York 0447 391089 | Travis Cole 0428 202672 | Josie Borg 0448 271 878 o10- Ad OO TEBEIVING e T Lt Hais aWardits driaan Adolp o Photo: Jon Hazelton receiving the Da ozier award from Adriaan Adolp

RT Edgar -124 High Street Woodend Phone (03) 5427 1222 rtedgar.com
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Greater Our Earth, our home is proudly supported by Greater Western Water
Western

Water Caring for Woodend’s water, today and for generations to come.

Landcare Week 2025: Ashbourne Landcare

Eve ryone Can Ma ke a Ashbourne Landcare Group (ALG) has

. received a grant to establish a process ‘) t:‘::&rcngre
D |ffe rence of seed collection, propagationina eln

greenhouse and planting. The group

Landcare Week 2025 runs from 4-10 August, celebrating focusses on the control of weeds, particularly gorse, blackberry
everyday people who are restoring bushland, protecting and hawthorn, and on the care of the natural environment,
native species, improving soil and water health, and passing enabling residents to plant locally sourced plants to greatly
on knowledge to the next generation. These are people benefit the environment and local wildlife.
who see a problem and roll up their sleeves to do something

Much of Ashbourne lies in the catchment area of the Campaspe

aboutit. River, which flows into Campaspe Reservoir, which in turn

The ongoing message behind the campaign is simple, but supplies water to many local residents. The quality of the water
powerful: L.I.LF.E — Landcare Is For Everyone. You don’t need greatly depends on how landholders treat their patch of the

to be a conservationist or a landholder to make a difference. catchment, in particular protecting waterways from degradation
Whether you're planting native plants in your garden, looking by livestock and weeds. The ALG assists landholders who wish
after a patch of remnant bush, or simply choosing to live to do this work by providing advice and seeking grants and
more sustainably, you are part of the Landcare movement. advice from relevant authorities.

If you've ever thought about getting involved, now is the At the group’s recent AGM, a film showed the history of

perfect time to join your local group. Visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/ the various grants received in recent years, which have
Live-Work/Environment/Environment-Groups to find a concentrated on assisting landholders to control their weeds,
group near you. established bio links to encourage wildlife and funded speakers

on a range of topics relating to farming, land care and wildlife
such as frogs and birds. For more information on membership,
check the Ashbourne Landcare website.

SUBMITTED BY JANE HOLTH

Integrating Permaculture and Landcare principles on smaller
rural properties

Newham and District Landcare Group are hosting
what promises to be a fascinating illustrated — and
free —talk on Friday 12 September at Newham
Hall. Permaculture’s co- founder, David Holmgren
will talk about his 12 Permaculture Principles and
how they integrate into Landcare’s aims on small
to medium-sized landholdings in the Macedon
Ranges.

“His observations and practical experience over
the 50 years since he and Bill Mollison founded
what is now a worldwide movement will surely
stimulate lively discussion,” organiser Bruce
Hedge said.

David will discuss how permaculture can be
integrated into Landcare aims, like biolinks,
shelterbelts and weed control on a broader scale.

Admission is free, a light supper will be provided,
and wine by the glass for a donation will be
available.

Friday, 12 September at 7pm for a 7.30pm start,
at Newham Hall, opposite
the Fire Station. For further
details, contact Bruce
Hedge on 0427 888 122.

Photo credit: Bruce Hedge

Macedon Ranges-wide savings
on state-of-the-art hot water heat
pump systems

Save up to $950 off pre-1 July 2025 pricing, including enhanced
Solar Victoria hot water rebate for systems with Australian-made
components to help you access this efficient, money-saving heat
pump technology.

Volunteers from Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group’s GREG
Project are offering a bulk buy discount on Australian Reclaim hot
water heat pumps of $550 for installations from now until end of
November through our trusted installation partner, t2zero.

In a world where prices keep going up, it is now more affordable

to install a premium quality hot water heat pump suited to our
Macedon Ranges climate. The saving of up to $950 comprises a
bulk buy discount of $550 plus a $400 increase in the Solar Vic
means tested hot water rebate from $1,000 to $1,400 from 1 July for
systems with Australian made products. Victorian VEEC and Federal
STC rebates also apply.

Hot water represents 24% of the average home’s energy bills.
Energy efficient heat pumps reduce hot water enerav use bv up to
80%. If you have rooftop solar panels, F

your hot water bill becomes negligible E

by using your hot water as an energy 'L
battery.

Find more information about this
leading Australian brand of heat pump
and complete the expression of interest
form on mrsg.org.au/heatpump-buy
or follow this QR code:

(r B E

_\|,/"*ifi‘--‘"flx;;tr:_1;\:5 -
/|\\5U5T ll.l“ﬁlg.rf:g#x

Reclaim Energy hot water
heat pump bulk buy

Save up to $950° on a premium Reclaim Energy
hot water heat pump

In conjunction with Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group
and support from Reclaim Energy, t2zero is co-ordinating
a community hot water upgrade initiative

® Trusted, high-performance Australian brand

® Super quiet, highly efficient and reliable — ideally suited
to the region’s cool climate

® Pairs perfectly with rooftop solar PV panels for
emissions-free hot water

¢ Installations to be completed by 30 November 2025

Scan the QR code to register your interest in receiving
obligation-free pricing.

Visit: t2zero.com.au/bulk-buy or call Jurgen: 0436 220 220

Save up to$950

o RECLAIM

Suited to cold climates

'/ MNGoedon ranges

=N SUSTAINABILITY
/ '\ G

*$950 saving comprises $550 bulk buy discount PLUS $400 increase in the Solar Vic means tested hot water rebate for eligible applicants from 1-July
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The cheaper home battery program
began on 1 July, 2025

A cheaper Australian government program became available on 1
July that provides an upfront discount on the cost of installing home
batteries.

Key features of the program include:

e Adiscount of around 30% on the upfront cost of a solar battery,
capped in practice at approximately $344 per usable kWh of
storage.

* Available for households, small businesses, and community
organisations with a new or existing solar PV system.

* The battery must be capable of being part of a Virtual Power Plant
(VPP), but joining a VPP is optional.

* |nstallation must be done by a Clean Energy Council accredited
installer

¢ The rebate will conclude on December 31 2030, with the
incentive amount decreasing each year.

* This rebate can be combined with eligible state and territory
battery incentives.

e Savings: The cost of a typical 13.5 kWh battery could be reduced
by up to $4,000 with the rebate.

* Therebate is delivered through the Small-scale Renewable
Energy Scheme (SRES), similar to the way rooftop solar subsidies
are handled.

* You can only claim this rebate once per property, so getting the
right sized battery from the get-go will save money.

Victorian residents could also benefit from a solar panel rebate (see
www.solar.vic.gov.au/solar-panel-rebate) up to $1,400 and an
interest-free loan equivalent to the rebate amount.

Note that free one-on-one consultations on all aspects of
electrification, including installing solar panels and home batteries,
are available from carefully selected trusted partners via GREG (Go
Renewable Energy Group). To book your free consult, visit: mrsg.
org.au/greg

Such a consult can make sure that any proposed installation is tailored
to your home and lifestyle, not just the rebate. As always, we're

here to help you find the right long-term setup, not a one-size-fits-all
system.

SUBMITTED BY THEONNE DE KRETSER ON BEHALF OF ELECTRIFY
MACEDON RANGES,

PN

Empower Your Home webinars

We've had great success with the Empower Your Home ‘lunch and
learn’ sessions, with almost 500 people having registered for our
eight webinars so far.

Join our upcoming August sessions. These events are brought to you
by the Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance, Councils including
City of Greater Bendigo, Central Goldfields Shire, Macedon Ranges
Shire and Pyrenees Shire.

To register for any of the below sessions, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/
environment-events.

Solar and Batteries 101 -4 August, 12.30-1.30pm

This session will help you understand whether a solar and/or battery
system is the right choice for you, how best to proceed and then
optimise savings.

Learn how solar and battery systems work, how to determine what's
right for your property/context, how to review quotes and the latest
government incentives.

Led by Frank Forster from EnviroShop Newstead, a leading expert
and local advocate for home electrification.

Electrify your Ride: Market Updates & Novated Leasing - 1
September, 12.30-1.15pm

The electric vehicle market is moving fast, with new electric SUVs
and utes now added. Hear the latest from the market for all vehicle
and bike ranges, as well as salary packaging and financial options
available.

Hear from experts Rohan Martin, CEO of National Automotive
Leasing and Salary Packaging Association (NALSPA), and Thijs
van der Heijden, Founder of Sparque — eBike experts and eBike
Novated Leasing.

SUBMITTED BY PETER YATES

Nice warm toes? Remember where the smoke goes

Victoria’s environmental watchdog has advice for wood burning
heater owners this winter.

The condition of the heater, the flue and the fuel you're using all
contribute to the amount of smoke from your chimney. EPA’s Chief
Environmental Scientist Jen Martin says you'll get less smoke and
more heat, if you do it right.

“Have your chimney professionally cleaned every year, only burn
dry, clean wood, and extinguish your fire before going to bed or
leaving the house,” Dr Martin said.

“"Don’t leave it smouldering, it's inefficient, generates more smoke
and creates a fire hazard,” she said.

Wood heater owners have an obligation under the Environment
Protection Act’s General Environment Duty to minimise the smoke
from their wood heater. EPA urges anyone burning wood to consider
their neighbours’ health and seek alternative heat sources, especially
on calm days with not much wind.

The people most sensitive to smoke from wood heaters are those
with heart or lung conditions such as asthma, pregnant women,
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young children, those aged 65 years and over, people with diabetes
and smokers.

“If you suffer from heart or lung disease and you notice symptoms
of smoke exposure, take your regular medications, rest and seek
medical advice if the symptoms persist,” Dr Martin said.

We should also avoid burning the wrong things, including coal,
coke, driftwood, household rubbish, painted wood, chemically
treated timber or the green-coloured pine logs used at parks and
playgrounds.

The EPA website has more information for anyone who wants to be
a good neighbour and create more heat and less smoke from their
wood heater (epa.vic.gov.au/manage-smoke-wood-heaters).

Members of the public can report pollution by calling
EPA's 24-hour hotline on 1300 372 842 or visiting What
pollution and waste you can report (epa.vic.gov.au/
what-pollution-and-waste-you-can-report).

SUBMITTED BY PETER BEATON
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Woodend Landcare -
Saving a threatened
species

Woodend and surrounds is the only home
in Victoria to the threatened Black Gum
(Eucalyptus aggregata). The Black Gum is our unofficial floral
emblem! Woodend Landcare has spent decades working to save
the Black Gum population from extinction with a combination of
weed control to allow more natural recruitment, and by planting
young Black Gum trees.

Woodend
Landcare

Our efforts have mainly focussed on public land along the creek,
inside the town boundaries. Once, there would also have been
plenty of Black Gums growing on private land along the creeks
between Hanging Rock and Woodend, and also downstream of
Buffalo Stadium and along Slatey Creek. Many of these areas only
have scant native tree cover, are devoid of trees entirely, or are
infested with forests of weedy trees such as willows and poplars. The
long-term plan is to bring some of these areas back to a more natural
state, and in the process, create a significant corridor for wildlife —a
“biolink”.

Our friends at the Threatened Species Conservancy have been
working with Landcare’s help for many years, bolstering Black Gum
numbers and habitat on private land outside the town boundaries.

At our AGM (10am Sunday 10 August, Woodend Neighbourhood
House), our guest speaker Stan, from the not-for-profit organisation
Threatened Species Conservancy (TSC), will give us an overview of
the inspirational projects TSC are involved with, including the next
steps for our Black Gum'’s conservation.

If you own property along the creek lines around Woodend and
Hanging Rock, and/or would like to help threatened species, this
talk will be of interest to you. If you prefer to avoid the AGM and just
listen to the talk, feel free to join us at 10.45am for morning tea, with
the TSC talk to follow.

See you there!

Notice of Annual General Meeting
10am Sunday 10 August 2025
Woodend Neighbourhood House
47 Forest St, Woodend
Guest speaker: Stan Wawrzyczek on Saving Woodend’s
Black Gums

WOODEND COMMUNITY FARMERS MARKET

POWERED BY
VOLUNTEERS

ZERO WASTE

FIRST SATURDAY
OF EVERY MONTH
9 AMTO1PM

JOIN IN &
VOLUNTEER

2 HR SHIFTS: ==
7AM - 9AM
9AM-11AM
11AM - 1PM
1PM-2:30PM

MRSG.ORG.AU/FARMERS-MARKETS
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Demystifying end of life and
after death care

What do you know about end of life and after death care? What
don’t you know but would like to know? What are your end of life
and after death care wishes? Have you talked with family members
about your wishes?

According to a 2022 YouGov survey, only 53% of Australians feel
comfortable talking to a family member about their end of life. It's

a tender topic, often avoided. Yet by opening these conversations,
we offer a deep kindness to those around us — removing guesswork,
easing burdens, and allowing our wishes to be known.

Join us to
explore funeral
choices at the
Natural Grace
Woodend
Open Day 2025.

Dying to Know Day on 8 August is a National Day of Action
acknowledging the final stage of life and encouraging Australians
not to wait to talk about death.

Following on from the success of their Open Day last year, Natural
Grace in Woodend is again opening their Sanctuary for everyone to
come and visit. They will have a variety of coffins, caskets, shrouds
and urns on display, and attendees will be able to look behind the

Friday scenes at the operations of a funeral home.
sfol';%rl:s_tzzorﬁs Attendees will also be encouraged to ask questions that they might
65 Urquhart%treet not otherwise feel they could ask.
Woodend

Sharon Tregoning, Practice Manager and Holistic Funeral Director

Call us on (03) 5427 3112 said that no question is off limits.

www.naturalgrace.com.au “Our aim is to provide a warm, welcoming and safe space for people

to come and have their questions about end of life and funeral care
_ addressed. August 8th is also our 13th birthday, so join us for a
0 cuppa and a chat,” she said.

& Dying
dp i

[ w | ' g Natural Grace is located at 65 Urquhart St, Woodend and the Open
Day runs from 10am to 2pm on Friday 8 August, 2025.

For any queries, please contact us on 5427 3112. There's no need to
register your attendance.

SUBMITTED BY SHARON TREGONING
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Message from your West
Ward councillors

The clock has ticked past the longest day (winter solstice) and it's a
new financial year, with the 2025/26 budget adopted. The budget
includes an increase in expenditure to renew and upgrade Council’s
assets and works on Council’s local roads, bridges, drainage and
new footpaths and also building renewals. The work is spread over
the year and is planned with consideration to such things as weather
conditions, so although works may be included in the budget they
may not occur until later this year orin 2026. Funds are allocated

for design work for various projects and recreation initiatives that
we hope can then be built the following financial year. In addition to
two vouchers for free green waste in Shire Life, there will also be two
weeks of free unlimited green waste disposal, which is anticipated to
be for one week around October 2025 (in preparation for summer)
and for one week in June 2026 (post-autumn).

Following the deliberative community engagement process and

a workshop with councillors and officers, we hope to have the
draft ten-year Council Plan and other important documents out for
community feedback, so please keep a watch for these and take
some time to read them and let us know your thoughts.

To provide feedback on any projects out for consultation, please
check our website: yoursay.mrsc.vic.gov.au

Thanks to those who attended and/or made submissions to the
consultation for the proposed speed reduction for the central area
of Woodend, which aims to improve safety for pedestrians and

all road users. This is a joint project together with the Department
of Transport and Planning (DTP) and the Transport Accident
Commission (TAC).

Shout out to the Woodend Neighbourhood House (WNH) and other
Houses around the Shire who have partnered with Council to host
some workshops focused on being prepared for and responding

to emergencies together. Our Shire has experienced a very high
number of emergency event declarations in Victoria since 2019, and
this work is very important as we look to the future.

Finally, our congratulations to the Woodend Hesket Football Netball
Club (WHFNC) on the opening of the two new netball courts. We
recognize the efforts and determination of all those who were
involved over the years, especially Kellie Duff. The lifetime award
and official naming of the court after Kellie is well deserved and a
fitting tribute to recognize her tireless energy over so many years
supporting women and girls in netball.

Best wishes,

Janet, Kate and Jennifer.

SUBMITTED BY CR JANET PEARCE
ON BEHALF OF WEST WARD COUNCILLORS

Have your say on upcoming
Council consultations

Council’s Your Say online engagement hub is your go-to source
for information and feedback on all Council-led consultations, in
addition to other external consultations Council may support.

Due to the editorial deadlines of community newsletters and the
need for some consultations to be tabled and considered at Council
Meetings, we may not always be able to provide firm consultation
dates through community newsletters. However, the following
matters are expected to be consulted on soon, if they are not already
live:
* Drafts of revised key strategic Council documents, such as the
Council Plan, following earlier consultation in late 2024 and
throughout 2025

* A pedestrian and cyclist survey for Romsey, to gain insights into
local issues and needs

¢ Kyneton Airfield leases, following earlier consultation directly
with tenants throughout 2025

¢ Draft Domestic Animal Management Plan, following earlier
consultation in April 2025

Any adjustments to dog off-leash and prohibited areas (also
known as Council's Dog and Cat Order 2019), following earlier
consultation in July-August 2024

Draft Woodend Racecourse Reserve Master Plan, following
earlier consultation in August-September 2024

¢ Areview of Council’s Affordable Housing Policy and strategy
* Anupdate to Council’s Biodiversity Strategy

Visit yoursay.mrsc.vic.gov.au to view current consultations,
provide feedback and sign up to receive tailored alerts about future
consultations as they are listed.

We also understand that not everyone is able to readily access digital
platforms like this, or prefer hard copies — we welcome enquiries on
any of our consultations and can endeavour to provide hard-copy
information and survey questions on request.

YOUR LOCAL, TRUSTED TRANSPORT SERVICE

° Book online

AV Rotallieo

Suppert -Adviee - Salutian

Individual Tax Returns
Bookkeeping
Business Returns and Advice

27 Urquhart St, Woodend, Vic 3442
info@rotallieo.com.au
1300 136 733

We can help you with all of your accounting and compliance needs
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Macedon
“ Ranges

Shire Council

Doing Business with Council -
Free Tendering and Procurement
Information Session

Wednesday, 13 August 2025 | 1.30 to 3pm

Gisborne Administration and Service Centre, 40 Robertson
Street

Learn how to apply for Council procurement and tendering

contract opportunities. Meet and hear from a panel of Council
representatives sharing information and guidance to help businesses
better understand the tendering and procurement process and
information about Council’s capital works program.

SUNDAYS ONLY

NURSERY
Afternoon tea will be provided, followed by presentations from

relevant Council departments plus a guest presentation by Industry In J u l'y' Au g USt

Capability Network (ICN), the supply chain and procurement and Se ptember THE

network specialists. 1 m to 4pm : HELLEBORE
[ Oa 0 p ] SPECIALISTS

To book or for more information, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/business-
events, email ecodevadmin@mrsc.vic.gov.au or call 5421 9674.

www.postofficefarmnursery.com.au

9 934 ASHBOURNE RD, ASHBOURNE, VICTORIA 3442

Jellis Craig Central Victoria successfully sold
over 190 properties last financial year.

JellisCraig

The results speak for themselves, and these numbers affirm our position
as a leading real estate agency in Central Victoria.*

With 3 strategically located offices we meet more buyers than any other
real estate business in Central Victoria, who are looking to buy a property
just like yours.

Contact us today to discover the value of your home
and to help you prepare for a spring sale.

Jellis Craig Woodend
91High Street, Woodend
54272800

68 Honeysuckle Lane, Woodend
SOLD Undisclosed

2 Templeton Street, Woodend
SOLD Undisclosed

31Kinsellas Lane, Woodend
SOLD $1,575,000

*REA data incorporati

) 1d Daylesford €
f your property is exc

sted with an

s from July 2024 - May 2025

d this communication
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How Much Are
Home Energy

Rebates Really

Worth?

Hint: It’s probably more than you think.

If you’ve been considering solar, battery
storage or getting off gas, you’ve probably
wondered if the rebates are still around or if
you even qualify.

The good news? Most homeowners in Woodend are still
eligible for thousands in support. And with the right plan,
it’s possible to unlock $10,000 or more across multiple
upgrades.

The biggest mistake people make is assuming they only
qualify for one rebate, or none at all.

Most of the incentives are not income tested. They're
based on the size and type of system you install. That
means if you take the time to look at how your upgrades
can work together, the support starts to add up.

Chantel & Josh Gilbert ﬁ
Award Winning Local Energy Experts

Bluegum Electrical Solutions | Est. 2014

Here’s a quick example to break it down:

e $2,800 in STCs for a 10kW solar system

e $3,000-$15,000+ in battery support through the
‘Cheaper Home Battery Program’

» $1,000 from Solar Victoria for a heat pump hot
water upgrades

e $1,000 in combined STCs and VEECs for heat pump
hot water upgrades

e $3,000 + in VEECs for replacing old ducted gas
heating with an efficient electric system

We recently helped a family near Gisborne who
upgraded their solar, added a 40kWh battery, and
switched to heat pump hot water. Their total rebate
value was over $15,000, all applied upfront, no loans,
no income testing.

The key is to start with the right advice. If your
upgrades aren’t sized or timed correctly, you could miss
out on thousands in support or end up with a system
that doesn’t meet your needs down the track.

If you’re thinking about making your home more
energy-efficient or all-electric, it’s worth getting a plan in
place now. Rebates decrease every year.

Call Bluegum on 1300 306 342 to find out what'’s
possible for your home.

66

“Bluegum were spot on!!

Professional attitude. A great team and a
clean finished job. 34 panels and a big
battery and we're happy campers!!” ~Sean , ,

Call 1300 306 342
or scan the QR code
to find out what'’s
possible for your home.

v) BLUEGUM

=== ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS




Mire news Mhire news

Homelessness Week in the
Macedon Ranges

Council is partnering with Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health
on a community event in August marking Homelessness Week
2025, to raise awareness of the issue and local supports available.

The event will be held on Tuesday 5 August at the Kyneton
Mechanics Institute, with doors opening at 10:30am and the event
commencing at 11am, followed by a networking and service expo at
11:45am including a morning tea, where you can meet local services
and find out what support is available in the Macedon Ranges.

Mayor Dom Bonanno noted that in some of the latest available data,
being the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ March 2023 Estimating
Homelessness report, homelessness in the Macedon Ranges had
increased by 31.4% between the 2016 and 2021 Census.

“Homelessness is a complex issue that touches more lives than
many people realise. Events like this bring our community together,
help reduce stigma, and connect people with the services and
information they need,” he said.

"By working together and raising awareness, we can take
meaningful steps towards ending homelessness in the Macedon
Ranges.”

Mayor Bonanno also reiterated that amid the Victorian Government's
recent housing targets, an essential aspect of meeting the future
housing needs of the Macedon Ranges was to ensure the availability
of local, affordable housing.

“A minimum $30 million investment has been allocated to the
Macedon Ranges through the Victorian Government’s Big Housing
Build; however, to date, only $12.5 million has been allocated to our
region,” he said.

“We have requested confirmation from the Victorian Government
as to the availability of the remaining $17.5 million and how it will
be allocated, and we welcome future partnership opportunities to
provide more local affordable housing.”

Homelessness Week is a national campaign that encourages
community support and government action to end homelessness.
It's also a time to learn more about how the issue affects people in
our own region.

The event is free and open to everyone. No registration is needed -
just come along.

To learn more about this event and local housing support services,
visit: mrsc.vic.gov.au/Homelessness-Week

RAMAI

0438 062 143

wwWw.ramai.com.au

Massage Waxing Tinting
Facials Spray Tans Lash Lifts
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JSLAW

Barristers & Solicitors

“Experienced local Lawyers who listen,
understand and advise”

Specialising in family law - parenting and property,
criminal law, intervention orders - family violence

T: 0354441181  E: admin@jslaw.com.au

A: Woodend - 2/34 Urquhart Street
A: Bendigo - 72 Queen Street

w: www.jslaw.com.au

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation

Building or renovating in a Bushfire Prone Area or
under a
Bushfire Management Overlay?

Need some local expertise and guidance with regard
to the bushfire measures for your building or
planning permit?

We can help! Call or text today to book your site
consult or simply to discuss your needs.

MORRAHAN SERVICES

bushfire consulting

Bushfire Management Statements | Bushfire
Management Plans | Bushfire Attack Level
Assessments | Site assessments | Advice &
guidance | Obligation-free quotes

2

Central
Local Energir’ Experf‘;

&
Batteries ¢ EV Charging

Grid Augmentation
Service & Maintenance

Office and workshop
10 Hitchcock St, Castlemaine

Office and showroom

3A Market Street, Kyneton

(03) 5462 5516
sales@central-spark.com

Storage

WOODEND

Contact Viad 0400 563 563
E: info@storagewoodend.com.au
22 Wood Street

SECURE SELF STORAGE UNITS

Hanging Rock — a living
landscape for the Lost
Trades Fair

Hanging Rock’s reputation as a legendary destination for
unforgettable events will be further enhanced with the Lost Trades
Fair returning to where it all began, the Macedon Ranges, in 2026.

One of the most unique events in the country, the Lost Trades Fair
celebrates craftsmanship, skilled manual work, decorative arts,
heritage crafts, rare trades, and generational knowledge. Next
year, the tools, traditions, techniques, and trades secrets will all be
on show against a backdrop only the Hanging Rock Reserve can
provide.

Founders of the Lost Trades Fair Lisa and Glen Rundell are thrilled to
be bringing the event back to the region where it all started back in
2014.

"Hanging Rock is one of the most iconic sites in the state and it

is very exciting to be able to bring our artisans — the rock stars of
traditional and heritage trades — together at such an inspirational site
to share their skills, trades, talent, stories, culture and knowledge,
and to celebrate the finest levels of human craftsmanship,” Lisa said.

“We look forward to moving Lost Trades to this magical location and
deliver an unmatched experience to the thousands of visitors from
across Australia and around the world that attend each year,” she
said.

Council’'s Mayor Dom Bonanno is excited by the return of the
popular event to the Macedon Ranges.

“Hanging Rock has a reputation as a location that has the power and
magic to elevate events, and the return of the Lost Trades Fairis a
perfect fit to inspire and captivate attendees and participants alike.
Whether you are an avid fan or a first timer, this is one event you
won't want to miss,” he said.

“The Lost Trades Fair also gives our local accommodation and
hospitality businesses a real boost and an opportunity to showcase
their wares, with the event projected to bring more than $3 million
to the local economy”.

Further details including dates will be finalised soon.

SUBMITTED BY BRAD MATHIESON

AGT

WINDOUWIS & DOORS

AL LJM.'\I'JUM & GLASS INNOVATIONS

V48

Proud Manufacturers of AWS Australia

0412 210 010 | info@agiwindowsanddoors.com.au 0 e
agiwindowsanddoors.com.au mepw
38 Beauchamp Street, Kyneton, 3444

Manufactured in the Macedon Ranges ® @
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“The country habit has me by the
heart”

When Vita Sackville West wrote these words in 1926, she shared this
passion for living in the country, and enjoyed the habit.

This is the seed from which has grown Country Habit. Enjoying
involvement in the local community and business, Fran Wigley
established this small textile-based clothing and homeware store in
November 2006.

The store has recently re-located to Woodend and can be found at
42 Urquhart Street. It is open 6 days a week, closed on Wednesday.
Watch for the bicycle out front and the new lavender garden under
the windows.

Country Habit supports locally made and locally designed. You

will find some fun Woodend tea-towels, shopping bags and fridge
magnets, together with a great collection of greeting cards featuring
the work of many local artists. Australian flowers and wildlife are
featured on silk and wool scarves together with locally made hankies
for everyone. Alongside the children’s wear is a select range of
board books by well known Australian children’s authors.

Stocking clothing and sleepwear for most members of your family,
from size 0000 for tiny babies to XXXL for larger men, Country Habit
has a wide range of choices in mostly natural fibres. And... great
socks made in Melbourne.

CLOTHING

| O -
(;ﬂlzz,/zié'j{/ }//(A'z‘

\./ CLOTHING & HOMEWAKRI

42 Urquhart Street, Woodend

OPEN 6 days Thursday to Tuesday
M: 0411 208 448 | E: chabit@bigpond.com

To give you a taste of something special from overseas, the fragrance
of the Italian soaps will greet you as you arrive, and the collection

of Portmeirion china at the back of the store is very special. Need
something else to carry all your purchases? Why not select one of the
French market baskets.

Get the Habit, visit soon. New stock is arriving all the time.

Mob: 0411 208 448 E:chabit@bigpond.com
Follow on Instagram and Facebook

Thank you for the opportunity to share our story.

/‘_.JI-

cuntry Fla A.'z_‘ HOME\
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Creating Beautiful

Gins You’ll Love
DISTILLED BY PEOP
WHO LO THEIR

www biglreedistillery.com au

Big ITree

DISTILLERY

HOLGATE 1'::' ¥ ij,l,.n-'!r\Dl

TAPROOM & VISITOR CENTRE

Enjoy freshly-brewed Holgate beer
plus local gin, wine and cider

~ Exclusive Specialty Beers ~ Lunch ~ Snacks ~
~ Board Games ~ Brewery Tours ~ Functions ~
~ Bottleshop ~ Courtyard ~

Open 7 Days from midday

Enter via Anslow St, at rear of historic Holgate Hotel
79 High Street, Woodend  holgatebrewhouse.com

DELIVERING TO THE MACEDON,
WOODEND & KYNETON REGION WEEKLY

HAND
PiIcKgD

SUBSCRIPTION, CORPORATE & VENUE FLOWERS
+ WEDDING & EVENT FLORALS

Op G
& g e

‘b, i W
€REp 10 yOUR

Email hello@handpickedfloristry.com or call 0435 457 135

(© @handpickedethicalfloristry www.handpickedfloristry.com

BASED ON DJA DJA WURRUNG COUNTRY AT THE MILL CASTLEMAINE
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Your town. Your bank.

News from Trentham Branch

Lovely Lunches!

We are proud to again contribute to the running of Woodend
Neighbourhood House’s monthly Community Lunches hosted by the
Woodend RSL.

What a great way to connect
with others and enjoy a
fantastic 2 course lunch on a
budget! Lunchis free or by
donation.

Bookings are essential, call
54271845, register in person =
at the Neighbourhood House

or via the website https://
www.woodendnh.org.au/

whats-on

Trentham’s Words in Winter

An annual winter tradition brought back to life after the covid years,
Trentham’s Words in Winter celebrates their 21st festival this August!
From internationally acclaimed speakers, authors, poets, actors and
musicians to stories of the past, sweet events and competitions, enjoy
the depths of winter when wisdom, entertainment and good company
is warmly shared at this huge festival!

We are proud to support Trentham Words in Winter — check
the events page to make your bookings now! https://www.
trenthamwordsinwinter.org/2025-festival-events

T
#2025 2

Trentham “ & :° WEEKEND

IN AUGUST

1 Wo:.'ids % ¥
n - 3
5 Winter -

L]

O

Be part of creating Community Impact

Our Community Banking Model returns revenue from customer
banking to local community groups and projects like these in the
form of Community Investment grants. Be part of providing for your
community simply by becoming a Trentham branch customer. If you
are already our customer, thank you for your generous support.

We'd love to meet you!
We’d Love to meet you!
please contact:

Edyta Wyatt — Branch Manager
& Mobile Lender

37b High Street, Trentham VIC
3458

Email: Trenthammailbox@
bendigoadelaide.com.au

Ph: (03) 54241608

News from Gisborne Branch

Inspiring the Leaders of Tomorrow: Magic
Moments 2025

Photo: Magic Moments students (L-R) Georgia Letson, Susannah Murray, Jesse
Warne and Alex Evans at our recent grant night, with Branch staff member Ruby
McMahon (far left) and Board Director Sina Smale (far right).

2 4 1,

W ' community
r "

In July, four passionate young locals from Woodend, Newham and
Riddells Creek returned home from the 2025 Magic Moments
Youth Leadership and Business Summit brimming with energy and
inspiration for their future.

Held over five days, the summit is a national program designed to
ignite leadership potential and spark entrepreneurial thinking in
young people aged 14-17. For the 8th year running, Community Bank
Gisborne & District was proud once again to support local students
on this life-changing journey. This year’s scholars were:

e Georgia Letson (Braemar College, Woodend)

e Alex Evans and Susannah Murray (Gisborne Secondary College,
Riddells Creek)

* Jesse Warne (Sacred Heart College, Newham)

Jesse returned from the summit with a personal goal: to start a
business that helps young people improve their mental health
through physical activity. He shared how transformational his
experience was:

“l walked in as a stranger and walked out with lifelong friends. The
shared vulnerability and support created a space where | felt truly
seen. Heather’s workshop taught me the power of authenticity, while
the finance sessions sparked a real interest in investing and building
wealth. Most importantly, | learned that leadership is about listening,
learning, and leading with heart.

“This wouldn’t have been possible without the support of Bendigo
Bank, whose sponsorship made my journey to Magic Moments a
reality. Because of that opportunity, | left with not only powerful
memories but a renewed sense of purpose.”

By choosing to bank with us, you make local support like this
possible.

For all your banking needs
please contact:

Courtney Alexander, Mobile
Lender

11 Nexus Way.

Gisborne VIC 3437

Email: gisbornemailbox@
bendigoadelaide.com.au

Ph: (03) 5420 7210

Goldfields
Library
Corporation

Special Event: Screening of |~
‘Under Cover: The Hidden
Faces of Homelessness.
Monday 4 August, TTam

Documentary highlighting the devastating reality that women
50+ are the fastest growing cohort experiencing homelessness in
Australia. Narrated by Margot Robbie. Bookings required.

Craft afternoon - Every first Wednesday - next session:
6 August, 2pm

Join our friendly gatherings and connect over craft. Bring your
current project, share tips and learn new skills. No bookings
required.

Baby Rhyme Time: Fridays 11-11.30am during school
term

Join Kaz on Fridays for simple stories, songs and rhymes for babies
up to one year old.

Cloud Storytime: Tuesday 12 August, 10am and Friday
15 August, 10am

Explore the sky through stories, songs and science, and create your
very own cloud identifier to take home.

Tiny Art exhibition and winners announced 1-31 August

Come in and check out our beautiful masterpieces in our Tiny Art
exhibition and vote for your favourite!

One-on-one IT Help

We can assist with laptops, tablets and phones, including setting
up email and learning how to use the library’s fantastic online
collections. Ring us to book an appointment with one of our patient
and experienced staff members.

DOCUMENTARY

Woodend Library

THE HIDDEN FACES OF HOMELESSNESS

Stories
at Storytime

Woodend Library

Tuosday 12 & Friday 15 August
10-10.50am

For all bookings, please head to our website or give us a call. See
you in the Library!

5427 2074 | woodend@ncgrl.vic.gov.au | www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au

SUBMITTED BY EMMA KEENAN

» Administrative Law / VCAT Proceedings

= Business & Commercial Transactions

= Commercial & Civil Litigation

= Conveyancing& Property

= Criminal Law (including Family Violence &

DM

Intervention Matters)
= Family Law
= Franchising Law
= Partnership

= Personal Injuries Litigation
= Powers of Attorney, Guardianship &
Administration of Estates

LAWYERS

WOODEND OFFICE
110 High Street,

Retail & Commercial Leases

ESSENDON OFFICE
Level 1, 268 Keilor Road

info@mdmlawyers.com.au

WOODEND VIC. 3442
T: +61 8290 0277

ESSENDON NORTH VIC. 3041
T: 03 9338 8511
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Woodend Senior Citizens

The June bus trip was to the Old Treasury Building in Spring
Street, Melbourne. It was very interesting with the history of
places in early Melbourne set out in different rooms, including the
Gold Rush.

For the July bus trip, we travelled to the Highlands Hotel in
Craigieburn for a buffet lunch. There was a great selection,
and we could add to our plates a number of times, followed by
sweets! A great day for food.

Looking ahead, the August bus trip is on Thursday 14 August to
the Fyansford Paper Mill (near Geelong). The cost (please contact
below for more details) is to be paid by Friday 8 August at 1pm, as
we have to pay for the tour on that Friday.

New members are always welcome. We meet regularly in the

Undercroft of the Woodend Neighbourhood House for:

¢ Button Bingo on Tuesdays Tpm-3pm, finishing with a cuppa
and chat

¢ Playing cards on Fridays 1pm-4pm

General meetings are conducted on the first Tuesday of the

month at Tpm and the Annual General Meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday 7 October.

For more information, call Margaret (0458 272 767), Irene (0417
676 843) or Aima (0400134 478).

SUBMITTED BY ALMA W, PRESIDENT.

SAY GOODBYE
TO GORSE &
BLACKBERRY!

Our method combines cutting, mulching, and
herbicide application to the root system for instant
and lasting results.

Hand Spraying for
Precise Weed Control

Weed Removal & Mulching &
Land Management Slashing
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News from
the Woodend

Neighbourhood -

HOUSE

House

The Term 3 brochure is out now!

Our brand new Term 3 program, for activities running to 19
September, is out now and packed with opportunities to connect,
learn, and grow together. Stop by the Woodend Neighbourhood
House between 9am and 3pm Monday to Friday to pick up a copy.

New Workshops and Classes

We have several new workshops and classes this term, designed to
inspire learning, creativity and wellbeing:

* Leatherwork Class — Get hands-on and create your own suede
leather belt pouch with Wendly.

e Starting Acrylics — Curious about painting? Begin your acrylics
journey with our art tutor Marilyn.

* Understanding Al - Unpack what Al really is and how it's shaping
our lives.

e Kids' Clothing Swap - refresh your kids” wardrobe while saving
money and reducing waste.

* Intergenerational Playgroup — Together with Woodend
Playgroup, we're connecting seniors and preschoolers

* Let's Talk Yoga — Share tea and conversation with Sarah,
exploring yoga beyond the mat.

e ATaste of Ayurveda — Discover the original lifestyle medicine
with Fiona.

* Sunday Yoga Workshop Series — Deep dive into Hatha Yoga with
Chitra.

* lLaughter Yoga — Boost your mood and wellbeing through playful
exercises.

*  Mindfulness Workshop — Learn simple mindfulness skills with
Mary for deep relaxation.

Your Favourites Are Back

Returning this term are groups and classes including gardening,
mahjong, social groups, yoga, children’s programs, walking and
cycling. From Community Lunch to Qi Gong, Bendy Buddies Yoga,
and West African Drumming, there truly is something for everyone.

We look forward to seeing you soon at the House!

For more information about any of our upcoming activities,
workshops, courses, or events, drop by the House (47 Forest Street,
Woodend), visit our website www.woodendnh.org.au or call 5427
1845.

SUBMITTED BY MELISSA BAKER

Intelligent
Ib Training
Sulutmns

wwwits.edu.au

Need your First Aid or CPR Certificate?
Go with a trusted local provider!

Ohr First fad course will give you the skilks and CONFIDENCE to prowvide initial emergency
care using approved first aid principles, with an approach that is easy to understind
Starting from: Lecations:

$157 = HLTAIDOW1= Provide Firet &ld including CRR) Weandand, Kynston, Rameey,Gisberns,

af Lancefisld & More
$495 - Annual CPR Radranhas

Woodend Castlemaine

81 High Street 18 Hargraves Street
Woodend Castlemaine
Ph: 03 5427 2609 Ph: 03 5401 3953

Tues-Fri 10-5pm
Sat 10-4pm
Sun 10-3pm

Mon- Sat 9.30-5pm
Sun 10-4pm

Shoes designed
for your comfort

I
@} Hush Puppies’

pure comfort
Cobello ==
R —— new balance

4
Propét

Locally owned and operated and proud
stockists of leading brands.

SKECHERS

Kyneton

eS

23 High Street, Kyneton
03 5422 2090

Monday - Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-2pm @

Winter news from MRDOC!

Winter is definitely here, but of course, that doesn't stop us from
meeting on a Sunday morning (we make sure we are rugged up in
our winter woolies!). Regular attendance is the best way to get your
dog into a routine, to socialise (both dogs and humans) and to help
produce a well-behaved furry family member.

This July, we had seven new members join us ... Welcome aboard!

In May, we had our Mock Trial Fun Day. Awards were given for each
grade: 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th, as well as some Highly Commended.
This was a great chance for members to get some personal feedback
on their progress. Well done to everyone who attended.

Whilst we may have forgotten the nice warm nights that we
experienced for our Twilight classes over the summer months,

we haven't forgotten that we were able to raise some money and
donate to some charity organisations that do great work to support
animals in their local communities. Thank you to our Instructors who
donated their time to make this happen.

If you have been thinking about joining MRODC, we would love

to see you. Don't let the cold weather deter you! Details can

be found on the website at www. macedonrangesdogclub.
org.au, or contact us via our Facebook page, or email info@
macedonrangesdogclub.org.au and a representative from the club
will contact you.

SUBMITTED BY LORETTO FRASER, MRODC INSTRUCTOR/COMMITTEE
MEMBER

=]
DISTRICT TOWING SERVICES

Reputable, reliable and operating 24/7
to get your vehicle where it needs to be.

» Accident Towing » Emergencies
» Offroad Recovery  » Plant/equipment

» Trade Tow » ©4/7 Service

0403 028 044

» Breakdowns

Save our number
Just in case!

24/7 towing services
throughout the Macedun Ranges

gishornetowing.com.au - 0403 028 044 - 14 Balllvan Ruad New Blshurne
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Woodend Probus

Our speaker for June was Annie
{&» Lennie, who regaled us with
stories about her involvement with
hockey, or as she says, “the most fun you can have with
a lethal weapon”. Annie talked about her times with her
local Melbourne club, and her involvement in national and
international hockey, starting out as a scorer and working
her way to being a local player, coach, umpire, state and
international team manager and technical officer and
everything else in between.

She still enjoys a very busy hockey life.

Our next meeting (August) is, unfortunately, cancelled due to

various other commitments and holiday plans of most of our
committee and members. Please consider coming along to
our September meeting, to be held on Friday 19 September
at the Norma Richardson Hall in Buckland Street Woodend,
opposite the Woodend Cemetery.

All are most welcome.

SUBMITTED BY ROBYN BULL

Bradleys

Curtains+Blinds PL
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SHUTTERS FOR EVERY HOME

From Budget-Friendly to Bespoke - We've Got You
Covered

Looking to upgrade your windows? At Bradley’s
Curtains and Blinds, we offer shutters to suit every style
and budget.

Choose from:

¥ Australian-made PVC shutters — great value and built
to last

v Imported Norman® Timber Shutters — timeless and
elegant

v Premium with the options:
Motorised operation
* Concealed hinges
* 180° bi-fold panels
* Auto-closing blades
Custom colours and frame styles and shaped
windows
Total Blockout system with integrated honeycomb
insulation - ideal for bedrooms.

Whether you're after a simple solution or a feature
window, we'll help you find the perfect fit.

72 High Street, Woodend | Phone: 5427 2361
email: bradleyscurtains@outlook.com | www.bradleyscurtains.com

Vale Jim Muir

The Woodend Fire Brigade is saddened
by the loss of long term member Jim
'limmy" Muir.

:.:-.
.
J JO edt eWOCde C : ' 982

and was a fantastic contributor to the

Brigade for more than 30 years in many important roles. He served
as Brigade Secretary for two periods and also served on numerous
committees.

He was heavily involved with many successful Brigade Running
Teams at numerous competitions — locally, intrastate and interstate.
He was also instrumental in the success of the Brigade Juniors
Program, playing an important role in the development of many
young Woodend people — some of whom are still active with the
Brigade today, including Tst Lieutenant Malcolm Judd. So, it was no
surprise he was made a Life Member of the Brigade.

Regulars to Paysanne in Woodend will miss the regular visits of Jim
and wife Shirley.

The Woodend CFA offers its sincerest sympathies to Shirley, and to
children Susan and Tony.

2 coing

Photo: Jim Muir (right) with former Captain and 1993 competition winner Daniel Boyle
(supplied)

Beware of the hot spots around your home

The CFA has an informative interactive website to highlight the
"hot spots’ that should be checked in all houses. To download the
Winter Fire Safety Checklist, please visit: www.cfa.vic.gov.au/
plan-prepare/home-fire-safety-checklist

Here you will find lots of useful information about appliances and
places that will be found in nearly every home, and the dangers that
they can present in winter.

ZYDLOW GROUP

ZYDLOW HOME ALTERATIONS
AND DEVELOPMENTS PTY LTD

DIRECTOR: DANIEL SZYDLOWSKI

M: 0417 396 316

E: daniels@zydlow.com.au HERITAGE HOMES AND

RESTORATIONS

Dangers during winter

CFA statistics show that one-third of all house fires started in the
kitchen, 20% were caused by heat from fuel fires and fuel-powered
objects such as stoves and heaters, and another 20% from faulty or
overloaded equipment. Here are several other examples: electric
blankets, clothes dryers, open fire places, heaters, candles and
powerboards.

Keep clothes and other items at least one metre away from all
heating devices. Supervise children near all types of heating. Never
leave portable heaters or fireplaces unattended; and turn off heating
devices before leaving home or going to sleep.

Develop and practice your escape plan — have two ways to escape
from your home. Above all else, make sure your smoke alarm is
working. Take a few minutes today to test your smoke alarms. It
could save your life.

Our busy year continues

Our busy year has continued into June and July: we have been

called to more than 100 jobs in the first six months. To put that into
perspective, we reached that mark last year in late-December ... and
we still have five months to go this year!

For further information, contact the Woodend CFA on 5427 2356
or visit the station in Urquhart Street. Follow us on Facebook, or you
can visit our website: www.woodendcfa.org.

SUBMITTED BY MIKE DORNAU, FORMER CAPTAIN WOODEND CFA

0400 909 303

<GC ° CHECKLIST v

Landscape projects

Fire prevention cleanup

Large scale mechanical raking
Paddock slashing

Driveway renovation

Confined space excavation
Gorse and blackberry removal
Mowing and brushcutting
Window cleaning

Gutter cleaning

Pre-sale property preparation

ALL THE HARD STUFF
FAST RESPONSE

www.terrysgroundcrew.com.au ’ﬂ|

TERRY

OO000000000oa0

No time...too much to do...call the crew

Enjoy your precious weekends.
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Community Choice Awards
2025 - winners announced

Macedon Ranges Shire Council is proud to announce the winners of
the Telstra Macedon Ranges Community Choice Awards 2025.

Residents and visitors were invited to nominate the businesses they
believe exemplified excellence in service, with 67 local businesses
nominated across five categories. A two-month public voting
window followed, giving the community the chance to support their
favourites and help determine the winners.

The winners for the Excellence in Customer Service awards were:

¢ Agribusiness and Primary Production (sponsored by Macedon
Ranges Shire Council): Josh's Rainbow Eggs

e Health and Wellbeing (sponsored by Community Bank -
Gisborne & District): Macedon Ranges Aqua Aerobics

¢ Hospitality and Accommodation (sponsored by Macedon
Ranges Business and Tourism Associations): Woodend Cellar &
Bar

e Professional, Retail and Service (sponsored by Telstra): Riddells
Creek Nursery

e Trades and Manufacturing (sponsored by nbn®): Magnum
Signs

Mayor Dom Bonanno congratulated the award recipients, noting
that the recognition is a testament to the businesses’ dedication and
strong connection to our community.

“These businesses have been voted by community members in
recognition of their outstanding service, and these awards are a
demonstration of how a little excellent customer service goes a long
way,” he said.

“We're incredibly proud of the passion, dedication and high
standards demonstrated by all nominees, and we thank them for the
important role they play in contributing to the vibrancy of our shire.”

Council also extends its congratulations to all the businesses who
were nominated.

“Being recognised by the community is an achievement in itself, and
each nomination reflects the positive impact these businesses have
on the lives of residents and visitors alike,” Mayor Bonanno said.
"Their dedication to outstanding service helps strengthen the spirit
and identity of the Macedon Ranges.

“Finally, a big thank you to all of our wonderful sponsors for their
support —our naming rights sponsor in Telstra, each of our category
sponsors listed above and our media sponsor Midland Express.”

The Telstra Macedon Ranges Community Choice Awards continue
to celebrate local business excellence, alternating every second year
with the Business Excellence Awards.

SUBMITTED BY BRAD MATHIESON

Dance Freely in the Dark!

Come and join us for an hour of pure dance bliss at No Lights No
Lycra Woodend!

This is your chance to experience the unadulterated joy of movement
in a casual, free-form dance session held in the dark.

Forget about judgment, lessons, or even talking — this is simply
about dancing for the sake of dancing. Immerse yourself in an hour
of non-stop music and let your body move as it pleases.

When: Every Tuesday night, 7:30-8:30 pm

Ready to dance? Register for the night here:
events.humanitix.com/no-lights-no-lycra-woodend
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Woodend General

Celebrating 5 Years.

Discover a local haven of curated Goods & Gifts for the
Home, Garden & Family.
84 - 88 High Street Woodend 3442

Open 7 Days
Mondays - Saturday - 9.30-5pm
Sunday & Public Holiday - 10-4pm

Complimentary Gift Wrapping. Join our Loyalty Program
Shop Online - woodendgeneral.com.au | Ph: 03 5427 1695

e O T T W N N

Proudly locally owned & Female led.

NO LIGHTS
NO LYCRA

Norma Richardson Hall
Tuesdays

7:30 - 8:30pm
$10($8 concession)

WOODEND
MASTERS

FOOTBALL CLUB

Different jumpers,
same mates... it's
a country thing

There's something about country

footy that's more authentic than metro
footy. Those having a kick in suburban
competitions are surrounded by clubs
close by and plenty of players at hand.

In the country, we have to travel for away
games and the clubs are fully supported
by the names of towns they proudly
carry. It's the people who week in week
out volunteer to make those clubs back
up each game.

When it comes to Masters footy, there's a
big difference to the Metro Superules clubs.
Where they are blessed with overstocked
lists, and games are played for premierships,
the Vic Country AFL Masters is a league of
blokes who just want to have a kick for shits
and giggles.

A game-day scoreboard is a rarity and often
when clubs must travel for a few hours to
play, the visiting team is short of a full squad.
This only makes the league true to its mantra
—footy for fun!

Sure, some games get willing as there’s

still fire in the old blokes’ (beer) bellies and
the competitive nature surfaces. This most
definitely happens when we are overloaded
with players and help fill a visiting team'’s
side and then it's mate-against-mate footy.

When Kerang visited us, a few Hawks filled
their ranks, including Mr Fisty who ran about
in a 3XL Rams jumper for his M-size frame.

Some of our stars really put on a show for
the opposition, some of our blokes also
saw an opportunity to clip a mate. All good
spirited naturally. It's like training where you

can actually tackle and bump, but mostly
everyone just wants to use the opportunity
to belt Chilts.

We also played Gisborne again last month —
our third time this year — which seems to be
scheduled to make up for the years we were
denied a derby. Regardless those games are
always tough and spirited.

The Goulburn Valley Giants headed to
Gilbert Gordon Oval and again we helped
field their side.

We started August with a bus trip to
Gippsland, which is a long drive and much
harder to stop for beers on the highway,
but our beloved bus driver Tobes always
manages to peel off for a refreshment
(pee) stop and ensure our athletes are well
hydrated.

Our final home game is on Sunday August 17

and we welcome everyone to come down
for the last hurrah before we hangup the
boots for the season.

On Friday September 12 our Annual
General Meeting will be held at the Holgate
Brewhouse Taproom, which continues to
support the Woodend Masters after 10
years.

Proudly sponsored by

==\

Celebrating 10 years
of footy for fun!

We can't thank the team there enough for
their support, and having our AGM there
each year now is a highlight with our Tool of
the Year announced. There has been some
dumb shit happen this season and a few
contenders. All will be revealed next issue.

If you are interested in
joining the Masters, or
just coming along to
support us, check out
our Facebook page for
updates.

WOODEND
PRODUCE STORE

HOLGATE
rewnouse



events & dates 4o remember
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Always check with organisers about any events listed.

To have your event listed on our calendar just send the
details to: content@newwoodendstar.org.au

—AUGUST—

2 e Woodend Farmers’ Market
2 e Woodend Lions Community Market
Lo Screening Undercover, Woodend Library
Lo MRSC webinars, Solar and batteries 101
Lo, Opening, Another Vision exhibition at The Gallery
R Natural Grace Open Day
) ooncoooonooos International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples
G Woodend Lifestyle Carers Group, Milko Cafe
T e Woodend Rotary Dinner Meeting, Vic Hotel
1O e Woodend Landcare AGM
TT e, St Ambrose School Open morning
12 The Men'’s Table meeting, Vic Hotel
13 i, Woodend Lifestyle Carers Group, Milko Cafe
13l Doing Business with Council Info Session
14 e, Woodend Rotary Dinner Meeting, Vic Hotel
T Woodend Senior Citizens trip
15-3T.iiiiiiieeeann. A Skull In Connemara, Mountview Theatre
1B e National Rum Day
1O e World Humanitarian Day
20 i, Woodend Lifestyle Carers Group, Milko Cafe
20 Knit & Natter Group, Norma Richardson Hall
21, Woodend Rotary Dinner Meeting, Vic Hotel
23 Woodend Artists” & Makers’ Market
27 il Woodend Lifestyle Carers Group, Milko Cafe
28 i, Woodend Rotary Dinner Meeting, Vic Hotel
Bl Working Bee, Ruby Mackenzie Park
G D Movies on the Hill Launch, Norma Richardson Hall
—SEPTEMBER—

514 e Kyneton Daffodil Festival
B e Woodend Farmers’ Market
12, e, Newham & District Landcare Permaculture talk
16 i Dementia Support session, Gisborne
17 e Dementia Support session, Kyneton
19 Probus meeting, Norma Richardson Hall
20 e WHFNC Presentation Night
26 e AFL Grand Final Holiday (TBC)
27 e Woodend Artists” & Makers’ Market
28 .. Movie A Fare to Remember, Norma Richardson Hall
—OCTOBER—

Lo Woodend Farmers’ Market
25 Woodend Artists” & Makers’ Market
—NOVEMBER—

T Woodend Farmers’ Market
o Melbourne Cup Holiday
15 . ‘Sidekick’ Ziggy and Miles concert, St Ambrose
16, .. Movie The Social Climbers, Norma Richardson Hall
22 e Woodend Artists” & Makers’ Market
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Entries now open for 2025
Kyneton Daffodil & Arts Festival
Art Prize

The Kyneton Daffodil & Arts Festival is thrilled to announce that
entries are now open for the 2025 Kyneton Daffodil Art Prize. Held
as part of the region’s much-loved springtime celebration, the

Art Prize welcomes artists from across Australia to showcase their
creativity in this nationally recognised exhibition.

Proudly hosted by sponsor The Old Auction House, this year’s
competition features a $1,000 Grand Prize for the best artwork
incorporating a daffodil. Each category winner will also receive a
$250 cash prize, with categories including:

e Esther Rose Memorial Watercolour Prize

e Qil Painting

* Acrylic Painting

*  Works on Paper

* Photography

e Other Medium/Sculpture

The Esther Rose Memorial Watercolour Prize, sponsored by Ken

Rose in honour of his late wife, continues to be a beloved tradition
within the festival’s visual arts program.

While the overall prize requires a daffodil to be featured in the
artwork, all entries — whether featuring a daffodil or not - remain
eligible for their respective category awards. The competition is
open to all Australian artists aged 16 and over, with a maximum of
four entries per person. Both 2D and 3D artworks are accepted.

Key dates:
e Entry deadline: 29 August 2025

* Artwork delivery: 11-29 August, between 10am to 4pm daily at
The Old Auction House

e Exhibition dates: 5-15 September 2025, 10am to 4pm daily

*  Opening Night and Award Presentation: Friday, 5 September at
7:30pm

The exhibition will be held at The Old Auction House, 52-56
Mollison Street, Kyneton, and run for the full duration of the festival.
The Kyneton Daffodil & Arts Festival is committed to celebrating
diversity and inclusivity and welcomes artists from all communities
and backgrounds.

To enter, visit: kynetondaffodilandartsfestival.com.au/
art-competition

Be part of one of regional Victoria’s most cherished art events and
help celebrate the magic of spring, creativity, and community.

Tia Alysse’s picture of 2024, overall winner (supplied)

events & dates 4o remember

Another Vision — Michael
Howes at The Gallery

Michael Howes' exhibition Another Vision, this August in The Gallery's
Focus Room, is one man's journey from photography to painting.
Michael discovered a love for photography at 10 years of age, when
he was given a Kodak Brownie Starlet. This passion stayed with him
through to the digital era. His subjects changed from focussing on
distant and scenic images to those in the foreground. He now focuses
largely on the details of objects. In some cases, he uses extreme
cropping to create abstracted images.

In 2020 Michael found himself yearning to branch out from
photography, for a new creative challenge that allowed both
spontaneity and a meditative process. He began his journey into
painting, turning to the cold wax medium (mixed with oil paints),

and acrylics which are fast drying; however, when using cold wax
processes, the longer curing time and thicker nature of that medium to
each layer gives the artwork depth.

This exhibition also features some of the abstract images Michael has
created over the last few years using photography. Another Vision
opens on Monday 4 August until Sunday 31 August 2025. Meet the
artist at his opening on Sunday 10 August at 2pm.

Exhibitions for 2026: Please check out the web page or contact or visit
The Gallery for more details.

The Gallery is at 684 Mount Macedon Road, Mount Macedon, next to
the Trading Post, and is open Friday to Tuesday from 10am to 4pm.

SUBMITTED BY SUE ANSON

Acrylic wnh coId wax medium (supplled

DOUBLE GLAZE YOUR \Q(ISTING TIMBER WINDOWS\

4

REDUCE UP TO
70% HEAT LOSS*
IN YOUR HOME

Free, no-obligation
quotes

on [ peal Hagiare
?'LOMSO% 2ane

oaiieg macedonrangesglass.com.au

GLASS W & YT
b 4 WINDE)W
Gishorne Kyneton e
ﬂ %, 035428 2899 R, 0354221724
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Movies on the Hill

The Norma Richardson Hall’s new projection
and sound system is up and running, so
Movies on the Hill will be launching at

2pm on Sunday 31 August, with an encore
presentation of The Great White Whale,
introduced by its director, local filmmaker,
Michael Dillon.

Movies on the Hill is planning an irregular
series of film events run by St Mary’s Mission,
with half the ticket price of each event
donated to a nominated charity or shared
with a selected community group. Adult
tickets include a glass of wine, and snacks
will be available for purchase prior to the start
of the film. Our August event will support
Woodend Foodbank via St Marys Mission’s
local appeal.

Coming events include:

28 September A Fare to Remember — Jump
aboard Betsy, the black London taxi at
Buckingham Palace, waved off by Dame Edna
and headed for Sydney Opera House.

16 November The Social Climbers —a crazy
formal dinner party held on the summit of a
snowy Peruvian peak. Supporting Woodend
Rotary.

Some highlights for 2026 ... Walking with the
Great Apes —a chance to get up close and
personal with Orangutans, Chimpanzees,
Bonobos, and Gorillas; Hillary: Ocean to
Sky —a wild jetboat ride up the Ganges from
the Bay of Bengal to the Himalayas; On the
Trail of Genghis Khan —Join Tim Cope, his
three horses and his loyal dog, Tigon, as they
traverse Ukraine’s wild Carpathian Mountains;
Anzac Week Special: Gallipoli- A Poem to
the Past.

SUBMITTED BY ROBYN LEEDER (DILLON)

The Mount Players
next performance
A dark Irish comedy with

skeletons that should stay The Mount Players
buried ...

... but where’s the fun in that?

The Mount Players’ next production, A Skull in Connemara by Martin
McDonagh, runs from 15-31 August. If you're lucky, you may still get
a ticket!

Synopsis: Featuring dark deeds and daft locals, this razor-sharp dark
comedy is set in a quiet Irish village where the dead don’t always
stay buried —and neither do the secrets. Each year, gravedigger
Mick Dowd is tasked with clearing out old graves to make space for
the newly departed. But this year, something — or someone - hits

a little too close to home. With biting wit and a mounting sense of
unease, the play spirals into a hilariously macabre investigation of
small-town gossip, suspicion, and the skeletons we all try to keep
buried. A comedy six feet deep!

To book tickets, go to www.themountplayers.com or call 5426
1892 for assistance.

See you at the theatre!

SUBMITTED BY THE MOUNT PLAYERS

THE MOUNT PLAYERS PRESENTS
BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WitH ORIGIN THEATRICAL

LOnnendrg

A DARK IRISH COMEDY

WRITTEN BY

MARTIN MCDONAGH ’
DIRECYEDBY

TRAVIS HANDCOC%

AUGUST 15 To AUGUST 312025

BOOKINGS AT WWW.THEMOUNTPLAYERS.COM OR CALL 5426 1832 g
MOUNTVIEW THEATRE, 56 SMITH STREET MACEDON s 3

'

= Mortgage Choice

part of {3 realestate.com.au

FREE - Home Loan Check Up

9427 4262

87 HIGH STREET WOODEND 3442
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Get

= ;
Started [ fascon DRYJULY | i
‘ DISABILITY SUPPORT L Y Shire Council .Iuppu“

nd Disability Care

your local Home Care Package Provider

).
Specialising in Aged Care a
Dry July hits extraordinary
milestone

Halfway through this year’s campaign, Dry July has hitan
extraordinary milestone — $100 million raised for cancer support
services since launching in 2008. Over 400,000 Australians have
taken part in the month-long alcohol-free challenge to date, and
while we're celebrating this achievement, the job’s not done yet.

Bartay Agency can provide you with your choice in services with flexibility that best
suits your needs.

Tel: 5427 0338 | drewhawthorne@bartayagency.com.au | 31 Egans Lane Newham 3442

Family Day Care Educators needed in Woodend

Why it matters now:
Early childhood educators in Woodend are encouraged to consider Family day care offers care in a small group setting and educators I-ocal su pport prog rams . . . L
family day care as a way to combine their passion for childcare with a can provide all-day or part-day care, evening and overnight care ° oge * Cancer remains a leading cause of death in Australia, with
) ) ' ! 180,000 di ted in 2025.
flexible, financially rewarding and professional home-based career. casual care, respite care, before and after school care and school for people new to dlsq blllty | (’j ne\;v |Tgnosets sxpecl edin o 8% |
) ) ) ) holidav care. ] g * Incidence of early-onset bowel cancer is rising at 8% annually,
Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health’s Our Village Family Y JOW\ our ‘Fr% WOt’kShOpS IN WOOd@V\d with Australia now #1 globally.
Childcare is looking for educators in Woodend to support the To help with the costs of becoming a family day care educator, . . .
. . . . . . L7 * Many of the services that help Aussies navigate cancer are
growing number of families looking for home-based childcare. As a Family Day Care Australia, in partnership with the Commonwealth . .
. . . . . community-funded —and they urgently need continued support.
family day care educator, you can set your own schedule and hours Government, is currently offering funding for eligible new educators
and design your own childcare programs. Caring for children of 6 in selected regional areas, including Woodend, through the Family The Dry July Foundation has already funded 1,200+ projects - but
weeks to 12 years of age, you have the opportunity to care for your Day Care Capability Trial. demand is growing. We're calling on everyday Aussies to get
i i i i . involved, si , and donate. It's not just about givi Icohol -
own children and earn an income whilst caring for others To find out more, call Amanda Urban on 9744.9252, email amanda. :EzngUt ;li?/ir:];p;];:e onate. It's not just about giving up alcoho
Educators receive support from the Our Village coordination team urban@scchc.org.au or go to www.sunburycobaw.org.au/ g s Where: | T T T 00T e
with, for example, marketing, the collection of fees and the initial seeking-family-day-care-educators. SUBMITTED BY CAROLINE LOVEJOY
setup of your business. Our Village can also organise anassessment T SUBMITTED BY SARAH TURNER
of your home for its suitability for family day care. Educators and
children get the opportunity to meet with other Our Village groups
for facilitated playgroup sessions as well as attend community SUNBURY "J COMMUNITY
outings. COBAW HEALTH

)

N
v
~A
2

&

Educator Start-Up PERI W\ ENOPA\JSE Si%%ZLEDNER
Funding Available!

O Do you want to be your own boss,
boost your earning potential and
educate your way?

DID YOU KNOW THAT ~ "&noon pain
MUSCULAR SKELETAL PAIN

@ Would you like the freedom of
working from your own home?

— -
—

© EHTEIA | CAN BE A SYMPTOM? o< IS
Our Village Family Childcare ' ‘1 P il

Visit: www.ourvillagechildcare.org.au | &

We can help with that
Emails amanda.u ban@scche.org.au _ p FPAL?NTAR
call: 039744 9252 ) CliTis
LOUR MOVING

teo woodendosteo.com
5427 3293

6 REHAB 10 Brooke St, Woodend
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Healtth & wellbeins Healtth & wellbein

Family wellness starts

Living With a Broken Macedon
Hearis:’— a Journev to “ Ranges here - Gentle, Expert
Y hire GO“”C" Chiropractic Care.

Healing Through Grief

A free 4-week program is available for mothers who have lost a child.

Dementia Support
Australia

In partnership with Macedon Ranges Shire Council, Dementia
Support Australia (DSA) will be hosting two free community
information sessions to help individuals better understand and
access dementia support services.

Local mum Jill Barham has created this gentle and supportive
program in honour of her son, Jordan who died in a car accident in
January 2022. She knows first-hand how lonely and overwhelming
grief can be and how hard it is to find the right support when your
world has turned upside down.

This program is for mothers navigating life after the unimaginable
loss of a child. Timelines are not a factor, whether your loss is recent
or many years. Grief does not go away.

These sessions will cover an overview of DSA, including:
* who they are and the levels of service they offer

. . * how and when to access DSA services
Each session will offer:

¢ what’sinvolved in completing a referral and triage call

e Time for reflection Photo: Jordan and Mum Jill (supplied) . .
. . * whatto expect during a DSA telehealth or face-to-face visit
* Gentle guided conversations . ¥ et 4
If you are ready to take the next step toward healing, she warmly *  how to implement DSA’s recommendations and advice b i g
* Connection with others invites you to join them o ) i - i ) Chiropractic | Myotherapy | Acupuncture | Onsite X-Ray
. . ’ * insights into caring for someone living with dementia
* Music, energy work, and creative express . . e . .
Bookings are essential by emailing: griefbuddies@outlook.com * time for questions at the end of the session.
* Practical tools for understanding and living with grief
Sometimes, the smallest steps forward can bring the greatest shifts Sessions will be held on:
Jill will be facilitating with her friend Sam Gardiner, a local artist and in our wellbeing. You are not alone. . . 4 MA E D O N
bereaved sibling, and together they'll walk alongside you on this Tuesday 16 September: 10-11am at Gisborne Library f
journey. The program is free and auspiced by Macedon & Mount Macedon ( H | R O P R ( Tl (

Wednesday 17 September: 10-11am at Kyneton Library

jil hThe C Friends V (TCFV) Community House. Events calendar: www.mmmcommunityhouse.

ill'is partnering wit e Compassionate Friends Victoria , org/whats-on . . . —~ 1t

who are supporting the program with expert training, resources and To reg|§|t\e;”yourgttendatnce, plee!se contact Council on 5422 0333 { D 3 ) 54 2 6 3 94 5 = E:"'D O |’< (_-] M | ne

guest speakers. For further information, contact Jill at griefbuddies@outlook.com or email Villageonnect@mrsc.vic.gov.au 26 Victoria st. Macedon
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, -

SUBMITTED BY JILL BARHAM

www.macedonchiropractic.com.au

AAA COMPLIMENTARY 45-MIN
Health 'ronges-f adicall EARWAX & HEARING CHE

Assessments 2 ke 182 tation Road, New Gisborne VALID JUL & AUG 2025 {-f‘

b T

Trusted for 10 years in the
Macedon Ranges ‘

A Bulkbilled Service for Patients [ . community

Scherer Deane Audiology offers a clinical, unbiased
.. L consultation including earwax removal, hearing history review,

45-49 ycar olds _sy p—— eligibility assessment for government hearing services, and "
el ol ' personalised recommendations. _

75+ year olds
BOOK YOUR FREE EXPERT CONSULTATION TODAY.

TO BOOK CALL 03 7065 2652.

It’s not just a checkup
It’s a check-in with your future health.

Awarded Best Hearing Aid Clinic
2025 for the Macedon Ranges

71 HAMILTON ST, GISBORNE 03 7065 2652 WWW.SCHERERDEANEAUDIOLOGY.COM.AU

-

.

|
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Special Metro Tunnel tour for
Woodend rail pioneer

Recently Woodender Peter Bishop and a group of former City
Loop colleagues had a rare glimpse into the city’s next massive rail
upgrade, with a visit to the Metro Tunnel’s Parkville Station.

Mr Bishop, 83, was the supervising engineer for the construction of
the City Loop tunnels, the last major transformation of Melbourne’s
train network, back in the 1970s.

Mr Bishop and a group of other City Loop veterans, including
architects and engineers, were guests of the Metro Tunnel Project
team for a guided tour of the new state-of-the-art station, located on
the doorstep of Melbourne University, the Royal Melbourne Hospital
and the Peter MacCullum Cancer Centre.

Mr Bishop said the group was impressed by the design and
architecture of the station.

“Having seen a few other metros in various other parts of the world
... lwas pleased to see it's got all the facilities and technology that’s
equal to anything else I've seen around the world," Mr Bishop said.

“It's also a nice station (with) lots of natural light and open space and
the width of the platforms have been designed for peak loading in
the future.”

The two groups of experts compared the challenges of building
train stations in the centre of a major city and chatted about
advancements in technology.

But Mr Bishop said the construction of the projects, though
separated by decades, also had similarities.

“The improvements in technology for doing work ... there's been big
improvements in both materials and equipment, which, in theory,
make it easier,” Mr Bishop said.

“Nevertheless, you've still got the people issues to deal with, in
other words the labour force, and equipment.

“It's really not a lot different but you're able to do trickier things
because of the improvements in materials and technology.”

W Fimie 9 e e i 1

iree Sorvice

M Roysl Melbowrs Hosptal
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The Metro Tunnel is the biggest upgrade of Melbourne's train
network since the first part of the City Loop opened in 1981 and will

more than double the size of Melbourne’s underground rail network.

With five new underground stations and 9km twin rail tunnels under
the city that will connect to the Sunbury Line, the Metro Tunnel will
transform the way people move around the city when it opens later
this year.

Bendigo Line passengers will be able to change at Footscray for a
Metro Tunnel service.

The new underground stations are Arden in North Melbourne,
Parkville, Town Hall and State Library on Swanston Street in the CBD,
and Anzac on St Kilda Road.

Woodend’s Peter Bishop recently toured the new Metro Tunnel

More free mental health
care coming to Macedon
Ranges

Victoria’s network of Mental Health and Wellbeing Locals is being
expanded, so more Victorians can get free mental health support
close to home without needing a GP referral or Medicare card.

Minister for Mental Health Ingrid Stitt announced that seven new
Mental Health and Wellbeing Locals will soon open across Victoria —
including one in Mount Alexander Shire, servicing Macedon Ranges
as well as Mount Alexander and Central Goldfields local government
areas — making it easier for people to get free mental health support
closer to home.

Acting as a 'front door' to the mental health system, the Locals offer
support and treatment for Victorians experiencing mental illness

or psychological distress, including co-occurring substance use or
addiction.

Support is delivered in-person, via telehealth and via outreach
services with a care plan designed to reflect a person’s goals and
preferences — family, carers and supporters can also be involved.

“The new Mental Health and Wellbeing Local in the Mount
Alexander Shire, that will also service the Macedon Ranges, will
make a real difference for our community — providing welcoming,
accessible support close to home for people who need it,” said
Member for Macedon Mary-Anne Thomas.

The new Mental Health and Wellbeing Locals are expected to open
from late 2025.

For more information on Mental Health and Wellbeing Locals, visit
betterhealth.vic.gov.au/mhwlocal

SUBMITTED BY KATE LEE, OFFICE OF MARY ANNE THOMAS MP

Your hearing is our only priority

« Fully-subsidised Pensioner & DVA hearing services
« Free hearing screenings

« Free 10 day hearing aid trials

« Hearing aid fittings

« Hearing protection & assistive listening devices

« Comprehensive hearing tests

« Industrial noise assessments

« Servicing all hearing aid brands

Call to book your FREE hearing check today!

Connect Hearing Woodend
Shop 1/1 Brooke Street,
Woodend, VIC 3442

W 0354271036

Terms and conditions apply. See connecthearing.com.au/terms-conditions/ for details.

Men’s Table

The Men’s Table is a preventative
men’s mental health and
community-building initiative,
providing a simple, low-cost,
grassroots approach to helping
men, by building meaningful male
friendships and creating safe places
to share, overcoming the stigma that
“men don’t talk”.

What we are about: Our vision is
Healthy Men, Healthy Masculinities,
Healthy Communities. The Men's
Table enables adult men to meet on
a monthly basis with the same group of men to share a meal and talk
openly about their feelings and about the highs and lows that are
impacting their lives and well-being. It's healthy to show emotions
and share feelings. When men have an opportunity to do this, they
build relationships which can strengthen the resilience of the whole
community.

Why we exist: The Men'’s Table hypothesis is that fostering social
connection through participation in a Table is a preventative enabler
of men’s mental health and emotional wellbeing. The simple model
is based on regular interaction between men in an environment in
which meaningful conversation and mutual support are expected
and role-modelled among members

How and where we operate: The Kitchen is The Men's Table’s
central office serving the Tables and providing a coordinating,
developmental and governance role to support the growth and
fidelity of our model. We have 250+ Tables in communities in all
states and territories, and we are working to continually expand our
presence across Australia. The Men's Table model is introduced with
a proven local community activation and outreach process and then
receives ongoing mentorship and assistance to maintain a healthy
Table, using the guidelines learned from other groups.

The information night (we call it an Entrée) is on Tuesday 12 August
2025 from 6.30pm at The Victoria Hotel, Woodend. You will
then decide if it is right for you.

To learn more, and to register your attendance, please visit
themenstable.org/entree-vic

SUBMITTED BY BILL KARAMETOS

Connect §
Hearing ¢

Familiar face, new location,
same quality care!

WeTe excited to announce that Fatum Mohammed, has
joined our Local Connect Hearing team in Woodend.
You will also see Carolyn and Karen's familiar faces
providing service at the front desk. We pride ourselves
on providing personalised hearing care to the Woodend
community. We are open 5 days a week. 9am to 5pm.

Fatum is committed to the highest level of clinical
care and willingness to provide her clients with the
most tailored hearing solution to suit their needs and
lifestyle.
connecthearing.com.au
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Hate Government News

Sate Government News

Improved connectivity for the
Macedon Ranges

Connectivity is being improved for Victorians, with more than 850
mobile and broadband projects now completed across the state.

As part of the government’s Connecting Victoria program, the
Macedon Ranges community has seen two mobile infrastructure
upgrades since March 2025, allowing locals to better connect with
loved ones, work and studly.

Member for Macedon Mary-Anne Thomas said, “For too long I've
heard from locals about connectivity issues across the Macedon
Ranges, it's fantastic to now have these projects completed to boost
connectivity and coverage — helping people study, work and keep
connected.”

Minister for Government Services Natalie Hutchins announced

the milestone, marking the completion of more than two thirds of
projects supported by the Connecting Victoria program, which aims
to deliver 1300 mobile and broadband projects, with over 900 in
regional Victoria.

One hundred new mobile tower projects have also been completed;
consisting of brand-new mobile towers, and tower upgrades for 5G
use and for additional telecommunications providers.

Two hundred mobile resilience projects have also been completed.
These involve the installation of battery back-ups to make towers
more resilient during natural disasters.

While the Commonwealth is responsible for telecommunications
services in Australia, the Connecting Victoria program aims to
address connectivity gaps in regional communities. Reliable
mobile and internet coverage is essential for communities to access
emergency services and check on family during emergencies.

To find out more about Connecting Victoria, visit https://www.vic.
gov.au/connecting-victoria

SUBMITTED BY KATE LEE, OFFICE OF MARY-ANNE THOMAS MP

l' Romer Maud

FAMILY LAWYERS

Expert family law advice and
support in the Macedon ranges.

SERVICE AREAS

Pre-Separation Advice Parenting Arrangements
Amicable Separation Binding Financial
Divorce Agreements

Property Division Collaborative Practice

( 03 9070 9856 reception@romermaud.com.au

romermaud.com.au
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ADVERTISEMENT]

As your local Member
of Parliament, ’'m here
to represent you and
our community.

| want to hear about
the issues that matter
to you.

Mary-Anne
Thomas mp

® 5428 2138

mary-annethomas.com.au

@ mary-anne.thomas@parliament.vic.gov.au

Authorised by MA Thomas, Shop 14, Nexus Centre, 9 Goode Street, Gisborne

More backing for local
entertainment

Local musicians, venues and festivals will benefit from funding that
will keep jobs and the economy pumping in the live music capital of
Australia.

Member for Macedon, Mary-Anne Thomas last month announced the
local musicians, bands, venues and festivals that will benefit from a $3
million boost designed to strengthen the industry, and the jobs and
communities it supports.

The latest round of 10,000 Gigs: The Victorian Gig Fund will fund 136
venues across the state to stage paid gigs by local artists.

Recipients include iconic pubs, clubs and band rooms , including local

venue Newham Mechanics Institute. Other recipients in the region
include the Wombat Forest Vineyard in Denver, the Lancefield Hotel,
Mount Macedon Hotel and The 1860 Hotel (Evans Bar) in Romsey.

The Live Music Festivals Fund will support 11 festivals across the state
with grants of up to $50,000 to help put on new or existing events.

Music Works will also provide more than $940,000 worth of grants,
backing the careers of emerging and established artists, supporting
them to create new music, tour and reach new audiences.

In addition, more artists will have opportunities to develop their
careers through Multicultural Arts Victoria’s NEWPRINT program,
which is designed to support artists, producers and creative workers
from culturally and linguistically diverse communities to break into the
music industry and take their careers to the next level.

Live music plays a crucial role in Victoria's creative sector, while driving

jobs and the economy. This latest package will support not only the
musicians on stage, but the crews behind them, as well as venue
owners, hospitality staff and local businesses.

Ms Thomas said, “Congratulations to our amazing recipients.
Macedon is a hub for live music with iconic venues. This investment
will help keep that local energy alive, while supporting local artists
and businesses.”

For a full list of recipients visit creative.vic.gov.au.

Statewide on-farm drought grants
now open

Minister for Agriculture Ros Spence announced the opening of
the On-Farm Drought Infrastructure Grants program statewide,
with updated guidelines based on farmer feedback and expanded
eligible activities.

The program, managed by Rural Finance, makes available co-
contribution grants of $5,000 for all primary producers across the
state, with $10,000 available for eligible farmers in south west
Victoria and parts of West Wimmera to help those who have been in
drought longer.

Eligible activities under the grant program now include pasture
re-establishment and water carting - reflecting the wide-ranging
pressures farmers are facing and ensuring support reaches where it's
needed most.

Agriculture Victoria's technical decision-making services are also
now live and farmers across the state can access a free one-on-one
consultation with a farm advisor to help make the difficult decisions
they are facing, particularly due to fodder and water shortages.

Agriculture Victoria has engaged 60 consultancy businesses in
Victoria, including more than 90 individual farm advisors, who
will assist farmers to take action to develop a drought action
management plan.

The Look Over The Farm Gate farmer mental health and wellbeing
program is also now open, bringing communities together and
supporting farmers and farm families under stress.

The program, managed by the National Centre for Farmer Health on
behalf of the Government, will provide grants of up to $5,000 for
community-led events that promote social connection and mental
health awareness.

Other supports are also available including the Farm Household
Allowance, and Regional Investment Corporation loans.

The Rural Financial Counselling Service offers free, confidential
and independent financial information, options, decision-making
support and referral services to farmers and small rural businesses
who are in, or at risk of, financial hardship.

For more information about available drought support, visit
agriculture.vic.gov.au/dryseasons or call 136 186.

MACEDON GARDENING

Revitalise
Your Gardem

lan and Melanie Matthews and Tralned Staff

0402 464 600

Woodend Bookshop

Quality second hand books

104 High Street | T: 5407 9181
ed.irons53@gmail.com | 0448 661 373

For all your
driveway and
landscape

ARTHMOVING & LANDSCAPIN :
construction needs

BOBCAT | EXCAVATOR M Driveways/New:& Repair ﬂ‘

W Paving & iurfing .Y
B ROCkelEs T
 Sie Cuis il

-l RetainingaWalls
W Gaiden Construction
M Post Holes
M\Watering, Systems & Brainage

TRUCK HIRE

Contact 0417 331 085
craig@bobcatcraig.com

New service to resolve rental
disputes: fast, fair and free

Victorian renters and landlords will be able to resolve simple
disputes - fast, fair and free.

Premier Jacinta Allan and Minister for Consumer Affairs Nick Staikos
announced the go-live last month of Rental Dispute Resolution
Victoria (RDRV).

RDRV will help renters and rental providers settle disputes over
bonds, compensation, repairs and rent increases in a more informal
setting, freeing up VCAT to deal with other cases.

The free service —announced as part of the Government’s housing
and renting fairness reforms — will give renters a fairer go without the
barrier of expensive legal fees or an intimidating VCAT hearing.

Anyone involved in a residential tenancy dispute can access the free
service by calling 1300 01 7378, jumping online, or attending RDRV
in person.

At RDRYV, highly skilled resolution experts will work to bring parties
together and resolve rental disputes quickly and avoid a formal
hearing. They will oversee each case from start to finish.

A new team of around 40 resolution coordinators have been
recruited and trained to handle cases, and an additional 10 staff will
soon join as intake officers to support the RDRV call centre.

RDRV will be headquartered on King Street in the CBD with
four community locations at Oakleigh, Bundoora, Frankston
and Bendigo. It's also a digital-friendly service that can be easily
accessed and used online.

More than 60 per cent of disputes are expected to be able to be
resolved through RDRV. It's all about guiding parties to the fastest
and best result, reducing time, stress and cost, and reducing the
need for lawyers.

Consumer Affairs Victoria will still be accessible to people seeking
information to better understand their rights.

RDRV is the first of its kind in Australia. Victoria is leading the nation
on renters’ rights with more than 100 reforms already implemented
and more to come including portable bonds, tougher penalties for
dodgy landlords and more powers to stop excessive rent increases.

View previous issues and
learn about your local community

www.newwoodendstar.com

www.facebook.com/thenewwoodendstar

www.instagram.com/thenewwoodendstar
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Flying Forward:
Woodend Hesket
Football Netball
Club update

As the 2025 season powers into

final rounds, there’s been no shortage of action, energy and

community spirit at Gilbert Gordon Oval.

Round 14 saw our Hawks return to the Nest in style, hosting the

HAWKS

WOODEND-HESKET

Whether you've got skills to share, ideas to contribute, or just a
passion for local sport, we'd love to hear from you. No role is too
small, and new faces are always welcome.

If you're interested in joining the Hawks family in any capacity for
2026, please reach out via: president@woodendhesketfnc.org OR
secretary@woodendhesketfnc.org

Together, let’s build something special. Go Hawks!

its Follow us: @woodendhesketfnc or sign up for our newsletter: bit.ly/
WHFNCNewsletter

Gisborne Giants in a fierce day of football and netball. The games
were followed by our annual Megadraw, one of the biggest social

nights on the calendar. With over $10,000 in prizes and live music
from Darcy Nolan, it was an incredible night of fun and fundraising. A
massive thanks to everyone who bought a ticket, helped on the night,
or came along to support — your involvement helps our club grow

stronger each season.

Our club continues to thrive thanks to the efforts of countless
volunteers — from the BBQ to the scoreboard, the sideline first-aiders
to the committee behind the scenes. A shoutout to all our Hawks
Helpers this season. We truly couldn’t do it without you!

The season may be winding down, but the fun isn’t. Mark your

calendars for:

2 August - Goods & Services Auction

With crowd-favourites The Piano Maniacs (Brendan Lotkin and
Tim Mitchell) on the keys, expect big laughs and even bigger

bids!

9 August - Players Function

A night for the players to let their hair down — always a favourite

on the social calendar.

20 September - Presentation Night

Celebrate a season of effort, milestones, and memories.

As we round the final bend of the 2025 season, there’s a renewed
buzz around Gilbert Gordon Oval - not just from the echo of sirens or
whistles, but from the energy of planning for an even stronger 2026.

The Woodend Hesket Football Netball Club is a community-driven
club, and everything we do - from coaching and game day roles to
committee meetings and Thursday night dinners - is made possible by
volunteers. As we begin shaping next season, we're putting the call

out to anyone keen to get involved.

WOODEND
PRODUCE STORE

31 Brooke Street
Open 7 days

15 Templeton St, Woodend & 3A/1 Puckle St, Moonee Ponds
5427 2477

FAMILY LAW
WILLS
POWERS OF ATTORNEY
ESTATES & PROBATE
CONVEYANCING
COMMERCIAL
INTERVENTION ORDERS
AGREEMENTS

—
CHINKA (HEP} STEEL ———

= Solicitors
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Woodend Hawks
Junior Football and
Netball Club News

Hello from the Junior Nest!

Pat Cronin Round

Recently we hosted Cathryn Mahon from
the Pat Cronin Foundation. Cathryn spoke
about the need to eliminate violence both
on and off the field and court and this was a
well-represented event. Special shout-out to
the 2024 U15 and U17s football players who
fundraised part of the booking fee through
the AusKick BBQs that they ran last year.

This truly was a club effort, and we hope
attending families found it useful to start
these challenging conversations.

Snap Session

Club sponsors Snap Fitness recently ran

an information-packed session for our
young athletes in the lead up to the finals
series. Nutrition coach Jon spoke about the
importance of healthy foods and nutrition to
fuel young bodies that are engaging in high
levels of activity. Players and families came
away from the session feeling empowered
to make healthy choices that are easy to
implement at home. Thanks Snap!

Funeral Directors
K‘"[“g for ZL/W/ ﬁ)ow(mw{ wmmanf[g

4D,,

T Scott & Son has

k

been a trusted family .a_“ b;

business since 1938, i"r “"'
with the experience

and values to support l'\
you during difficult

times.

Netball training session

A-Grade player and coach/captain Ty
Coppinger recently held a training session
for our netball coaches. In addition to
training drills, hints and tips, Ty led a round-
table discussion with our coaches where
they could ask questions and seek guidance
as to how best develop our young players.
This was a great opportunity for all involved
and we thank Ty for imparting her wisdom!

These sessions are demonstrative of our
commitment to the holistic development of
our players and club members beyond the
playing fields. If you are a local business and
would like to run a session that you think
would be beneficial for our club, please get
in touch with club president, Danielle Galle
at president@woodendhawks.com.au

Superstar players

Congratulations to Isla Munro (U15 netball)
on her selection into the Netball Victoria
State Pathway programme. This selection
follows her impeccable performance in the
RDFNL Interleague series. Well done Isla -
we're excited to follow your journey.

Finals Updates

At the time of writing this article, we are
heading into the finals season with 5 of
7 netball teams and 5 of 6 football teams
participating in the RDFNL junior finals

TJ SCOTT & SON

KYNETON GISBORNE
5 Piper St 6/50 Aitken St

Kyneton Gisborne

103 5422 6455 03 5428 4155

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

KILMORE
23 Sydney St
Kilmore
03 5782 1112

» Bentleys

THINKING AHEAD

vic & recrealion

series. Thisisn't the aim
of playing, of course,
however, it's a great
bonus and a testament
to the dedication of
our players, coaches,
assistants and team
managers. It's been a massive season buta
good one! Good luck to all our players who
are entering this finals season!

Trivia Night

Our annual fundraising evening was held on
26 July — a rip-roaring fun-filled trivia night.
Thanks to everyone who attended, and to
Trav for his impeccable organisation. These
nights support the club in being able to go
above and beyond in what we deliver to the
community.

Expressions of Interest for 2026:

Do you see what we do at the Hawks and
want to be part of the action? Do you have
ideas as to how we can make the club

even better? If so then consider joining the
committee for the 2026 season. In particular,
we are taking expressions of interest for the
following executive positions: President,
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.

The AGM and combined presentation day
will be held at Buffalo Stadium on Sunday 24
August at 10am. If you have any questions
about getting involved, then please email

B B

F

-
Consult with your local v

Bentleys advisor today.

Woodend Office | 17 Nicholson Street Woodend VIC 3442
Kilmore Office | 19 Bourke Street Kilmore VIC 3764
Phone: 5427 8100/| www.bentleys.com.au
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Woodend Bowling Club -
Trevor Sturt and Irene Boldiston

It was a privilege to present a much-deserved Life Membership to
Trevor Sturt, having been nominated by the Club Committee and
accepted by the meeting. Trevor is one of the modern stalwarts
at the club, doing so much work, especially with the maintenance
and rolling of our impressive new grass green. He is again a
committee member and has also been a selector for several
seasons.

Irene Boldiston was presented with an Honourary Life Social
Membership of the club in recognition of her many years of
dedicated service on and off the bowling green.

New committee and selectors elected for 2025-26

The Woodend Bowling Club recently held our Annual General
Meeting, which included the election of new office bearers for
the 2025-26 year.

There was good attendance by members, with reports from the
president, secretary and treasurer, with all major positions then
declared vacant for the new year.

The new committee was elected: President Mike Dornau
returning for a 10th consecutive term, Vice-President and
Treasurer Tony Lennie and Secretary Rob Smithies. There were
seven more nominees for committee positions and those elected
were Garry Dryden, Arthur Jewel, John Shaw, Trevor Sturt, Steve
Milesi, John Gallagher and Peter Wilkinson. A huge thank you

to outgoing directors for their significant contributions for many
years.

Match committee (Selectors)

This important group will be selecting the competition teams for
the club for the next Pennant Season: John Shaw, Derek Barber,
Garry Dryden, Arthur Jewell, Stephen Pickles and Tony Lennie.
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WOODEND

BOWLING CLUB

Having won the Saturday Division 2 Championship last season
our top Saturday team will likely be promoted to Division 1. On
Saturday we will also have a team in Division 3, whilst on Tuesday
we will have teams in Division 2 and 3.

Six new club coaches

The club took an important step recently and funded some of our
members to achieve the National Coach qualification. This will be
a very important step in improving standards for both new and
existing players. Those who achieved this qualification are: Anne
Dornau, Mike Dornau, Mark Schafer, Tony Lennie, Steve Milesi,
Stephen Pickles.

The Coaching Committee will be meeting to start planning for
the new season and to elect a new Head of Coaching

Two new umpires

The club has also invested to improve our umpiring and ranks,
and congratulations to Steve Milsei and Mark Paterson for
gaining National Umpire qualifications

This means that our Umpire and Measurer list is now quite
impressive: Mark Schafer (also a National Umpire instructor),
Norm Bickerdyke, Mike Dornau, Geoff Symons, Steve Milesi,
Mark Paterson and Ken Usher.

Congratulations to all new members of the leadership group and
to those with the new qualifications.

For more information, please call 5407 9220 or visit our website
at www.woodendbowlsclub.weebly.com. You can also follow
us on Facebook.

SUBMITTED BY MIKE DORNAU, PRESIDENT WOODEND BOWLS CLUB

Woodend Hanging Rock
Petanque Club celebrates
Bastille Day

We certainly have had a chilly winter so far here in Woodend,

but that does not deter a hardy group of petanque players from
gathering at the Old Racecourse Reserve on Mondays and Thursday
afternoons to play three games of petanque, including, an afternoon
tea sometimes, depending on the weather!

Monday July 14 was no exception. Forty members and a few of their
friends all participated in celebrating Bastille Day, in the chill that
only Woodend can provide!

With no rain on the day, the event certainly turned out to be a great
success, with two games played before lunch, then depending on
how the weather performed we promised another game after lunch!

The club provided the celebratory lunch for the 40 members as well
as prospective new members. As usual, lunch was provided by the
committed club members, who had cooked up a storm of some
French classics, and then, with French music playing, the afternoon
progressed into a most successful event.

We had some winners and losers on the day. Ken and Lyn Murchison
came first and second, and Shane Wellington picked up the third
spot.

A special thanks to all who made the day the success it was. Without
the tireless work of the members of the committee the club would
not be able to hold these events.

Louise Potter and Shirley Marshall welcoming members to the Bastille Day
celebrations

New members are always welcome, so come and join us on
Mondays and Thursdays from 1-3pm.

SUBMITTED BY LOUISE POTTER

Woodend
Self Storage.. ...

DA Py,

We have 110 storage units
in 5 different sizes to meet your needs.
Trailer hire available.
Affordable prices.
7 day accesses.
Insurance available.

SRRV IR e . - 1
Winners Lyn Murchison, Shane Wellington and Ken Murchison

Contact Leonie Barker on 0413 869 583 or

www.woodendselfstorage.com.au for a quote.
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Local teen brothers inspire
local kids

Teenage brothers Jake and James Sinnett have
a genuine love for the game of futsal. As well as
competing with their own team, the brothers
referee games and for the past two years have
also been coaching junior players. In the July
school holidays they joined a team of 10 other
Macedon Ranges Futsal (MRF) coaches to deliver a holiday training
program for 120 school aged kids.

Introduced to futsal in Grade 1, the brothers were inspired to give
back. “We want to give the same enjoyment we have with futsal,
back to the kids,” they said.

MREF school holiday programs are open to all primary school aged
kids, regardless of experience. “We take a gentle but encouraging
approach. We want these kids to learn in a comfortable environment
where everyone is enthusiastic,” said the boys.

Their coaching style focuses on fun, skill building and keeping all
kids engaged. “Drills that involve everyone and have minimal time
waiting are best.”

Atthe end of it all, Jake and James's take away message is simple,
they want the kids to experience “... a love for futsal and have a great
time with old and new friends and peers.”

MRF also run a Futsal Skillz program during the school term
on Saturday mornings. Registrations are now open. For more
information, go to www.mrfutsal.org.au/news

SUBMITTED BY KRISTY MUTSAERS, COMMITTEE MEMBER MACEDON
RANGES FUTSAL
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DEVLIN FAMILY

FPEET EOLUTIONS

Servicing Lancefield,
Romsey, Kilmore and Surrounds

Hearing noises in your roof? Having the Creepy Crawlies
visiting your home? It may be time for the professionals

We provide
protection against:

s, roaches,
spiders, bed bugs,
ants, etc.

ey Call Mow Fer Cocte 0417738410 <7 duslin

e -
MRF holiday program coaches, left to right: Ella, Sarah, Lucca, Ruby, Zoe, Madison, Jake, Jacob, Brodie and James. Photo supplied.

Women’s soccer day kicks
goals in Woodend

On Sunday 29 June, Woodend Eagles Soccer Club proudly hosted
its Women'’s Introduction to Soccer Day at Buffalo Stadium Oval —a
vibrant and energetic event celebrating the growing passion for
women'’s soccer in the Macedon Ranges.

More than 75 women aged from four years old to mums participated
in fun and inclusive training sessions focused on agility, balance,

and basic ball skills. The sessions were run by coach Josie, alongside
players Havana, Harriet, and local star Nina —all current players

at Spring Hills SC. Josie, a former Victoria representative and
championship-winning coach, brought her elite-level expertise to
the field, organising groups of young girls, teens, and women into
skill-building activities.

The day culminated in a fun-filled, chaotic “free-for-all” match on
the main pitch, where everyone had a chance to show off their
competitive side in a spirited and joyful game.

To top it off, the Woodend Eagles coaches and committee put on
a free BBQ and coffee for all participants and supporters. Everyone
who took part also went into a draw to win a signed FIFA Women'’s
World Cup Matildas jersey, with the lucky winners being Nina and
her mum - a fitting end to an inspiring day.

The event also served as a lead-in to the Eagles’ upcoming Miniroos
8-week term, kicking off on July 27 at Buffalo. Register now:
woodendsoccer.com.au/miniroos

Club President Alistair Fletcher shared:

“At Woodend Eagles, we're proud to foster a supportive, inclusive
community where everyone feels welcome. Increasing female
participation — as players, coaches, and committee members —is a
key focus for us. With soccer now Australia’s most played team sport,
we're excited to be part of the movement making it accessible for all
genders.”

With the backing of local council and State Government, the Eagles
are working toward a 50/50 gender participation target by 2027.
Plans for gender-neutral facilities and new training and competition
pitches at Buffalo Stadium are under consideration to meet
increasing community demand. The proposed Buffalo Racecourse
Masterplan is released to council at the July meeting on July 23rd for
consideration.

This fantastic event was made possible thanks to the ongoing
support of:

* Bendigo Community Bank Trentham & Districts, tireless
supporters of local sport

* Nice Rice, who provided delicious samples of their new Nice
Rice Puffs, a crowd favourite

¢ And Nellie's Shed, supplying much-needed coffees with their
signature warmth and hospitality.

Interested in getting involved? Whether you want to play, coach,
volunteer, or join our committee — we'd love to hear from you.
admin@woodendsoccer.com.au
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. 1914

High Street,
Woodend

The Woodend
Theatre

“Show Place in the Mountains” was once

the eye-catching sign above the Woodend
Picture Theatre, where the IGA supermarket
now stands. The owner, Mr Ashby, had the
theatre built by Turner Brothers of Kyneton

to include a dress circle, back stalls and front
stalls and his policy was that only the best
films be shown. Allen Higgs remembered
watching the theatre being built in 1933
when he was going home from school. Peter
Hume delivered the bricks to the site from the
Woodend railway goods yard in a four-wheel
lorry drawn by two draught horses. When the
theatre was finished, Allen often went there
with his family who had booked tickets for
two shillings and sixpence. In the early 1940s,
Allen worked at the theatre part-time pasting
up billboards advertising the films.

Mr Ashby’s son Tom was the projectionist
assisted by Allen who trained as a
projectionist and picked up the films from the
station every Friday. In 1948, Mr Ashby sold
the theatre to Mr McMillan from Shepparton,
who added the sign, and it was managed for
some time by Mr Williams. Margaret Bowen
was one of four usherettes then employed. At
that time films were shown on most Saturday
and Wednesday nights and, sometimes, to
Clyde girls on Saturday afternoons. Some
evenings were very crowded and at interval,
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Photo 699: Woodend Theatre usherettes in 1948. From left: Margaret Bowen (nee Lovett), Eva Morris (nee Ellis), Beryl

Richardson, Moia Mooney. The girls wore blue uniforms with a gold metallic trim on the lapels and buttons and a gold

Margaret remembered that people bought
refreshments at the Theatre Milk Bar on
High Street or had to hurry to other milk
bars nearby. Mr Ashby, despite very limited
eyesight, made his own soft drinks and sold
them at the Theatre Milk Bar.

From 1963 until the 1970s, Eric Brinkley was
the projectionist and rented the building
from Mr McMillan. Eric remembered that the
children were often very rowdy while waiting
for the film to start, but a visit from the local
policeman quickly silenced them. Eric, his

WT embroidered on the jacket pocket.

wife and his children cleaned up the next day;
mess from possums needing the most urgent
attention. Possums sneaked in through the
vents in the ceiling, sat on top of the screen
and urinated down it. By this time, films were
only shown on Saturday nights, unless a
school asked for a particular film during the
week.

With the increasing popularity of television,
Mr McMillan decided to sell the theatre,
closing it in August 1964. However, for a
short time Joe Bateman resumed showing
films. Ron McKenzie recalled that one night
the theatre caught fire, and although the

fire brigade quickly quelled the flames,

the screen was destroyed. Other damage
was manageable, so Mrs Bateman stitched
together a few double sheets and the show
went on. After a stint as a studio for producing
films, the building was sold to make way for a
supermarket.

SUBMITTED BY JANE HOLTH

Photo 895: Woodend Picture Theatre. “The Show Place in
the Mountains”, High Street, Woodend. Note 1934 on top
of the building. This is currently the only photo we have of
the outside of the Theatre.

trades & services

ARBORIST CARPENTRY SERVICES DRAFTING SERVICES

Josh Nicholas | 0431 764 750

Professional Arborists servicing the Macedon Ranges

jueshuex@yahoo.com | thetreedavinci.com.au

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

“TEarthed
‘oower

Electrician

aintenance -
i abax@earthed power.comoau

earthedpower. com.ou

LT

0403 889 437

GOLDSTAR ¥

HOME & OFFICE CLEANING
WINDOW CLEANING

Call Joe or John for a quote

0429 361 698

PAINTING

/
GEE'S

Call Steven
B 0402079482

PLUMBING & GAS FITTING

Paul Gaskin
Qualified Carpenter

0438 440 986

Decks, Pergolas
Bathrooms, Renovations
& all your carpentry needs,
throughout the
Macedon Ranges

Free quotes X
paulgaskin12@yahoo.com.au

DESIGN AND
DRAFTING
SERVICE

Construction plans
Design concepts
Town planning
applications

1

betterbuildingdesign

With over 25yrs experience
servicing the Macedon Ranges and beyond
Brett Franke: Registered Building Practitioner

Call Brett 0408 054 472

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Servicing the Macedon Ranges
honest, reliable, friendly and local

Phone Peter

0431 252 477

Minor repairs Dripping Taps
Basic carpentry Gardening
Fence repairs Painting
Mowing Odd Jobs

LANDSCAPING

Landscape design | Paving
Decking | Pergolas | Planting
Retaining walls | Lighting
Irrigation | Real & artificial turf
All excavation and bobcat works

Contact

o

Advertising Space
available

$50 per edition + GST

TAXI SERVICES

THIS SPACE TO RENT

Advertising Space
available

$50 per edition + GST

LANDSCAPING & GARDEN MAINTENANCE

CALL TODD)|

Contact us for all your
plumbing solutions on

0437 249 683

Ictplumbingsolutions@gmail.com

TIMBER WINDOWS & DOORS

MURPHYS

AA PLUMBING VIC

Hot Water Units - Gas Fitting - Split Systems
Hydronic Heating - Rain Water Systems
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations

Servicing Macedon Ranges - No job too small

Paul Murphy 0438 298 659

o

Crown Cabs

Catch a Cab - Catch @ Crown Cab
Bookings:13001213 14
www.crowncabs.com.au

Castlemaine Timber
WINDOWS + DOORS

Standard & Custom Sizes

Matt 0432 674 536

castlemainetwd@gmail.com

TREE SERVICES

VERMIN AND PEST CONTROL

| VIP |

PEST CONTROL

W
1800 198 041

www.vippestcontrol.com.au

RANGES WOOD CUTTING

i ) -
fi---_-_.. = @%&

04 615
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Students find their voice in Podcast Challenge!

Sacred Heart College Year 11 VCE VM
students recently participated in an
exciting, hands-on media project-a
Podcast Challenge, led by Making Media.
The Challenge was funded by the Murray
Primary Health Network, and facilitated by
Anglicare, and provided an opportunity for
students to build on a range of technical
and communication skills, in a dynamic
environment.

Students researched a range of wellbeing
issues including mental health, substance
use, and gambling harm, preparing a

range of questions before hosting podcast
interviews with local youth services and
lived experience speakers. The Podcast
Challenge involves schools around Victoria,
offering the school with the most listened
to podcasts the chance to win a $3,000
podcast kit. At the conclusion of the
Challenge, our students were thrilled to
learn that they had come second by just
eight ‘plays’ of the podcast between first
and second place. Two of our teams ended
up winning best podcast in their categories.

The podcast experience is far more than
just a contest; it's a powerful opportunity
for young voices to break out, promoting
"help-seeking’ and leading the conversation
on youth wellbeing. Saffron explained - “It
was so interesting talking with people who
have firsthand experience of these issues,

| enjoyed hearing their stories and also
learning how to think on the spot and signal
to others in my team when it was time for
them to be involved in the interview.” Liam
said, “I hope the podcasts reach people
who may be struggling with similar issues
and provide some support and information
about ways to get help.”

Of the experience, VCE Coordinator Jodie
Wattie said “The Podcast Challenge was a
great real-life experience for our students.
They got to work with state-of-the-art

equipment and professionals who work in
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SACRED HEART COLLEGE KYNETON

A Ministry of Mercy Education Limited - ABN 69 154 531 870

the media. The experiences were highly
engaging and motivating for our students
and the increased confidence demonstrated
by the students was a delight to observe.
The students took so much out of the
experience, both through enriched learning
opportunities and personal growth; we are
incredible proud of them all.”

Flipbook with interviews
and videos

Use the QR codes to either listen to
the podcasts (via
SoundCloud) or view
the amazing flipbook of !H'
the experience including
interview videos.

The VCE Vocational
Major (VCE VM) is

a 2-year vocational

and applied learning
program within the VCE.
The program equips
students with the skills,
knowledge, confidence
and agency needed to
prepare for work and
further education and
training.

The VCE Vocational i
Major prepares students SE = _mﬁr'
to transition successfully

into apprenticeships,
traineeships, further
education and training,
university, or directly
into employment.

It supports them to
develop knowledge,
confidence and skills for
work and life. It employs
a more diverse range of
assessment strategies
rather than exams,
alleviating some of the
pressure that students
face when completing
the VCE.

Year 11 Sacred Heart College VCE VM students with ASCO
Youth Outreach Recovery Worker, Peter Fountain
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Year 11 VCE VM students
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The best environment for the
senior years

To learn more about the Senior School environment
and available pathways, join one of our regular College
tours - bookings essential. For all enrolment
enquiries contact the College Registrar.

-y L]
Scan for tour bookings [E]-#is

T: 5421 1238 W: www.shckyneton.catholic.edu.au
E: registrar@shckyneton.catholic.edu.au




